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ABOUT  OUR  BOOKS. 


Summary 


The  Paris  Exhibition  Medal  is  figured  on  p.  737. 


The  position  is  discussed  on 


"  The  new  edition  of  the  'Art  of  Dispensing'  is  as  com 
plete  as  it  well  can  be." — Mr.  Charles  Turner,  F.C.S.  (Man- 
chester). 

Do  your  Customers  ask  for  horse-powders  or  cattle- 
medicines  ?  You  will  find  all  about  them  in  the  new 
edition  of  "Veterinary  Counter-practice,"  which  we  publish 
at  3s.  6d. 

The  "Art  of  Dispensing"  (sixth  edition). — "I  consider  it 
almost  essential  to  the  acquirement  of  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  dispensing,  and  of  inestimable  value  to  assistants  and 
others  engaged  in  business." — Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant, 
F.C.S.  (Leeds). 


Ergot  is  likely  to  be  dearer, 
p.  736. 

Two  Wills  showing  an  aggregate  of  170,0007.  are  summarised 
on  p.  728. 

Several  chemists  have  obtained  municipal  offices  in  this 
month's  elections  (pp.  720  and  722). 

Our  Correspondence  Pages  contain  numerous  replies  to 
querists  on  practical  subjects  (p.  748). 

The  names  of  those  who  passed  the  Apothecaries'  Assistants' 
camination  in  October  are  given  on  p.  720. 

A  Destructive  Explosion  in  the  premises  of  a  New  York 
wholesale  druggist  has  caused  many  deaths  (p.  724). 

The  Executive  Bird  on  p.  732  is  Mr.  Boa,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Litigation  in  regard  to  the  Wallis  chlorine-process  has  ter- 
minated in  an  arrangement  to  give  the  process  a  satisfactory  trial 
(p.  740). 

The  Medical  Register  is  sadly  in  need  of  revision.  The 
Lancet  has  discovered  the  names  of  many  men  long  dead  in  it 
(p.  733). 

M.  Femouze,  a  well-known  maker  of  proprietary  medicines  in 
France,  has  been  appointed  an  Officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour 
(p.  723). 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  does  not 
speak  in  an  enthusiastic  or  hopeful  strain  about  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  (p.  744). 

Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  medical  arrangements 
have  been  elicited  by  the  Hospitals  Commission,  and  are  referred 
to  on  p.  723. 

The  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
is  not  disposed  to  favour  any  alteration  of  the  present  conditions 
for  the  sale  of  poisons  (p.  727). 

Mr.  Welford,  the  dispenser  at  Colney  Hatch  Asylum,  has 
some  ideas  on  dispensary-labels  which  he  submitted  to  fellow- 
dispensers  on  Wednesday  evening  (p.  731). 

The  return  of  the  C.I.V.  gives  us  a  page  of  notes  and  portraits 
regarding  the  young  men  in  the  regiment  who  are  directly  or 
indirectly  connected  with  the  drug-trade  (p.  725). 

Facts  regarding  the  work  of  public  analysts  in  England  and 
Wales  are  detailed  in  an  article  on  p.  734,  the  information  being 
derived  from  the  Local  Government  Board  report. 

In  view  of  the  silence  of  the  Privy  Council  regarding  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  by-laws,  "Xrayser's  "  remarks  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  by-laws  should  be  passed  are  interesting  (p.  733). 

Association  Affairs  bulk  largely  in  this  issue.  We  report 
meetings  of  the  Chemists'  Associations  in  Cardiff,  Leeds,  East 
Aberdeenshire,  Cambridge,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  and  Sunderland 
(p.  729). 

Alum  is  5s.  per  ton  dearer  this  week.  Foreign  tartaric  acid  is 
easier,  and  so  are  yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and  soda.  Quinine 
is  practically  a  dead  letter,  but  a  penny  cheaper.  Ipecac,  is 
lower  (p.  751). 

The  application  for  compulsorily  winding  up  the  Ulster 
Chemists  (Limited)  has  been  refused,  the  voluntary  liquidation 
continuing,  with  Mr.  Smiley  as  liquidator.  The  court  hearing 
is  fully  reported  on  p.  738. 

Dr.  Attfifld  replies  to  Mr.  Allen's  criticism  of  his  position  in 
regard  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  standard,  and  Mr.  Dott  also 
discusses  Mr.  Allen's  speech,  and  expresses  his  view  of  the  limi- 
tation of  the  B.P.  as  a  standard  (p.  746). 

In  the  Life  of  Professor  Huxley,  just  published,  it  is  stated  that 
the  first  prize  he  ever  obtained  was  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
silver  medal  for  botany  in  1842— the  year  Professor  Bentley  got 
the  p^ize.    We  explain  the  matter  on  p.  736. 

The  Scotch  Affairs  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  been 
discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive,  when  Mr.  Currie  wanted 
to  know  the  position  of  the  Executive.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee  for  further  consideration  (p,  726). 

At  Highgate  the  CD. A.  solicitor,  by  skilful  cross-examination 
of  the  public  analyst,  succeeded  in  convincing  the  Bench  that 
B.P.  quinine- wine  precipitates  quinine  tannate,  and  thus  a  summons 
against  a  Muswell  Hill  chemist  for  selling  weak  wine  was  dis- 
missed (p.  741). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  new  scientific  laboratories  at  King's  College  were 
formally  opened  by  Lord  Lister  on  October  30. 

Mr.  H.  Sawyer,  chemist  and  druggist,  Carlisle,  has  obtained 
501.,  a  record  price,  for  a  two-months'-old  bulldog. 

A  rich  old  man  died  at  Clapham  last  week  from 
"haemorrhage  due  to  an  overdose  of  black  draught."  He 
had  an  antipathy  to  doctors. 

The  Governors  of  Hereford  General  Infirmary  have 
accepted  the  tender  of  the  Bovril  Company  for  the  supply  of 
Bovril  preparations  to  the  Infirmary. 

A  fisherman  named  Pearson  was  sentenced  to  fifteen 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  on  October  23,  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  shop  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Palmer,  chemist, 
Grimsby,  and  stealing  various  articles  therefrom. 

The  medical  officers  of  friendly  societies  at  Oswestry  have 
been  attending  adults  at  4s.  a  year,  and  juveniles  at  2s.  a 
year,  but  they  want  bigger  pay  on  account  of  the  advanced 
cost  of  medicines  and  scientific  instruments  :  5s.  per  person 
is  the  demand. 

The  new  works  of  the  Electrolytic  Company,  at  Cledford 
Bridge,  Cheshire,  are  rapidly  approaching  completion.  An 
ample  supply  of  brine  has  been  discovered,  and  soda  ash 
and  other  chemicals  will  shortly  be  manufactured  by  the 
electrical  process. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  East  Preston  Board  of  Guardians  on 
October  25,  it  was  stated  that  the  public  vaccinators  could  not 
vaccinate  successfully  with  the  lymph  supplied  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  they  had  consequently  to  obtain 
lymph  at  their  own  cost. 

A  dental  surgeon  named  Isidore  Mordaunt  Sigismund  was 
charged  at  Marylebone  on  October  30  with  libelling  Dr.  T.  E. 
Allinson.  The  trouble  is  alleged  to  arise  from  some  dispute 
about  money  which  prisoner's  sister  had  left  to  Mrs.  Allinson's 
mother,  and  Sigismund  was  remanded  on  bail. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Thetford  Town  Council  on 
October  25,  it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  appoint  some  additional  magistrates  for  the  borough.  In 
the  list  of  names  whom  it  was  decided  to  recommend  for 
magisterial  honours  was  that  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Fison,  of  Messrs. 
Fison  &  Sons  (Limited),  chemical-manufacturers. 

Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Phoenix  Mills,  Dartford 
(Kent),  having  offered  to  contribute  501.  towards  the  cost  of 
constructing  works  for  flood-prevention  on  their  premises  pro- 
vided the  Urban  Council  bear  the  remainder  of  the  expense, 
the  offer  has  been  accepted  by  the  Urban  Council  subject  to 
adjustment  of  a  claim  for  indemnification. 

A  series  of  practical  demonstrations  in  bacteriology  as 
applied  to  diseases  of  man  and  animals,  brewing,  agriculture, 
water-analysis,  and  sewage-disposal  is  being  given  under 
the  direction  of  Professor  Boyce  and  Dr.  C.  Balfour  Stewart 
in  the  School  of  Hygiene,  University  College,  Liverpool,  on 
Mondays,  at  7.30  p.m.  The  course  commenced  October  22 
1900. 

As  the  outcome  of  a  case  of  accidental  poisoning,  caused, 
it  was  alleged,  through  unlabelled  bottles  of  disinfectants 
being  sent  out  from  the  sanitary  department  of  the  Maid- 
stone Town  Council  on  October  24,  it  was  decided  that  in 
future  all  disinfectants  should  be  supplied  to  the  public  in 
poison-bottles.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  instructed  to 
purchase  a  gross,  and  to  charge  the  public  Id.  each  for  them. 

"The  Federal  Family"  was  the  subject  of  a  lecture 
delivered  by  Sir  John  Cockburn,  Agent-General  for  South 
Australia,  at  the  Imperial  Institute  on  Monday  evening. 
He  explained  that  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Con- 
stitution Act  the  State  Parliaments  would  still  be  retained, 
only  specifically  enumerated  powers,  such  as  trade,  defence, 
quarantine,  posts  and  telegraphs,  coinage,  and  marriage 


being  entrusted  to  the  central  authority.  The  Federal  Tariff 
is  to  be  framed  within  two  years  from  January  1. 

Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London. 

The  following  candidates  were  granted  the  certificate  of 
qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in 
compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  at  the  October 
examinations : — 


Allt,  C. 
Bell,  F. 

Buchanan,  G.  M. 
Cadoux,  A.  W. 
Davies,  E. 
Dawson,  H.  L. 
Fishbourne,  A.  J 
Forrest,  H. 
Haynes,  F.  I. 
Horsley,  C. 
Hughes,  F.  R 
Kelsey,  J.  W. 


A.  C. 


Leefe,  M.  E. 
Lessey,  J.  J. 
Martin,  M.  K. 
McCotter,  J. 
Murray,  E.  R. 
Nelson,  E. 
Newill,  E.  C 
Nix,  B. 
Palmer,  C.  U. 
Pimbletfc,  A. 
Rising,  H.  H. 
Selby,  M.  A. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 


Smith,  C.  A. 
Smith,  L. 
Stokoe,  N.  K. 
Stratton,  J.  F. 
Walkden,  A.  M. 
Warren,  M.  G. 
Welton,  C.  H. 
Whidborne,  L.  M. 
Wigginton,  H.  A. 
Williams,  A.  M.  L. 
Williams,  J.  R. 


In  his  quarterly  report  to  Rutland  County  Council  Dr. 
Bernard  Dyer,  the  public  analyst,  states  that  the  samples  he 
analysed  included  camphorated  oil,  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  and 
tincture  of  rhubarb.    All  were  up  to  B.P.  standard. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Albans,  report- 
ing to  Herts  County  Council  on  the  past  quarter's  analyses, 
states  that  he  found  one  sample  of  Gregory's  powder  adul- 
terated, while  two  other  samples  of  the  same  drug  and  one 
of  compound  liquorice  powder  were  free  from  adulteration. 

In  his  quarterly  report  to  Staffordshire  County  Council, 
the  public  analyst  (Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  F.I.C.)  states  that  he 
has  analysed  ten  samples  of  magnesia.  Of  these  nine  were 
not  magnesia,  six  being  carbonate  of  magnesia  and  the 
other  three  an  article  formerly  called  effervescent  citrate  of 
magnesia,  although  not  containing  any  appreciable  amount 
of  magnesia  in  any  form.  The  importance  of  these  cases, 
said  Mr.  Jones,  was  not  so  much  the  fraud-aspect  as  the 
exposure  of  the  loose  way  in  which  common  drugs  are  sup- 
plied by  shopkeepers.  Carbonate  of  magnesia  was  chemically 
not  magnesia,  and  as  to  effervescent  saline,  it  was  no  more 
magnesia  than  Epsom  salts  was  sugar.  Mr.  Jones  has  been 
re-appointed  district  analyst  under  the  Fertilisers  and 
Feeding-stuffs  Act  for  another  year. 

At  the  Oxford  City  Council  on  October  31,  the  report  of 
the  public  analyst  (Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher)  was  submitted.  The 
articles  submitted  for  analysis  included  six  samples  of 
butters,  all  of  which  were  genuine  ;  three  of  seidlitz-powders, 
all  genuine  ;  three  of  Gregory's  powder,  two  of  which  were 
genuine  and  the  third  contained  33  per  cent,  of  carbonate 
of  magnesia  ;  three  of  sal  volatile,  three  of  glycerin,  and  two- 
of  calcined  magnesia,  all  genuine ;  orje  of  sodium  phosphate, 
which  contained  arsenic  equal  to  0'072  per  cent,  of  arsenious 
oxide  ;  and  three  of  zinc  ointment,  genuine.  Mr.  Fisher 
remarked  that  two  butters  contained  boracic  preservative. 
Councillor  Twining  complained  that,  with  regard  to  the 
samples  of  butter  said  to  contain  boracic  preservative,  the 
quantity  was  not  given,  and  it  was  not  stated  whether  the 
butter  was  wholesome  or  unfit  for  food.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee  said,  as  there  was  no  prosecution  in 
these  cases,  the  samples  submitted  probably  contained  only/ 
a  small  quantity  of  boracic  preservative,  which  is  not  recog- 
nised as  being  an  impurity  unless  it  exceeded  a  certain- 
amount,  and  then  it  became,  in  the  view  of  experts,  injurious- 
to  health.  In  this  case  they  must  assume,  as  there  had  not 
been  a  prosecution,  that  the  quantity  found  was  not  injurious- 
to  health.  Mr.  Twining  thought  the  report  was  very  mis- 
leading, and  contended  that  the  amount  of  boracic  preserva- 
tive which  had  been  found  should  have  been  set  forth.  Tlje 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  the  public  ought  to  know  the 
amount  of  boracic  preservative  allowed  to  be  used  and  the 
quantity  which  caused  an  infringement  of  the  Act. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

The  following  chemists  have  be  en  elected  members  of  Town, 
Councils : — ■ 

Batley. — Mr.  Smith  Ward,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Colchester. — Mr.  J.  C.  Shenstone,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
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Darwen. — Mr.  Ralph  Shorrock,  chemist  and  druggist,  67 
Richmond  Terrace. 

Kendal. — Mr.  Thos.  Bateson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  25 
Beast  Banks. 

Portsmouth. — Mr.  Thomas  Brewis,  chemist  anl  druggist, 
re-elected  unopposed. 

St.  Helens.  —  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham,  pill-manufacturer, 
Huyton,  re-elected  unopposed. 

Taunton.— Mr.  J.  E.  Kirkpatrick,  analyst,  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Wrenn,  chemist  and  druggist,  re-elected  unopposed. 

Worthing. — Mr.  Walter  Aston,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
15  Grafton  Road. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  Maidstone,  has 
accepted  the  mayoralty  of  Maidstone  for  the  ensuing  year. 
He  is  the  son  of  Alderman  Dr.  J.  Oliver,  and  entered  the 
Town  Council  in  1894.  He  is  a  Liberal  in  politics,  and  is  a 
prominent  Freemason,  being  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
Belvedere  Lodge.  Mr.  Oliver  is  also  a  lance-sergeant  in  the 
Royal  West  Kent  Mounted  Rifles. 

Leeds  Notes. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary  is 
stated  to  be  becoming  somewhat  taxed,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  committee  of  the  Workpeople's  Hospital  Fund  (Mr.  F.  R. 
Spark,  J.P.)  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  new  infirmary 
should  be  built  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  He  considers 
that  such  an  institution  would  be  of  immense  benefit,  and 
therefore  should  be  helped  by  the  Hospital  Fund  Committee. 

The  Leeds  centenarian,  Mrs.  Susanna  Parkinson,  who 
attained  the  age  of  100  at  the  end  of  last  week,  was  a  hospital 
nurse  in  Leeds  for  thirty-seven  years.  Even  then  her  nursing 
career  did  not  end,  for  she  went  out  in  a  private  capacity  for 
a  long  while  afterwards.  She  owed  her  introduction  to  the 
profession  to  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1832.  She  lost  nearly 
all  her  relatives  in  1832,  and  relates  that  on  a  certain  day 
during  the  epidemic  a  doctor  was  mixing  medicine  late  one 
afternoon  and  was  dead  at  midnight.  Mrs.  Parkinson  is 
wonderfully  hearty,  though  compelled  to  keep  her  bed. 

The  Leeds  Dispensary  Committee  are  to  appoint  a  sub- 
committee to  formulate  a  scheme  for  the  new  building  to  be 
erected  at  the  foot  of  Hartley  Hill,  North  Street.  The 
present  dispensary,  which  was  built  in  1867,  stands  on  a  site 
partly  required  for  Corporation  improvements.  Consequently 
there  is  no  alternative  for  the  committee  but  to  transfer  the 
operations  of  the  institution  elsewhere.  The  new  place  is 
expected  to  cost  about  12,000/.,  and  will  be  of  a  much 
more  modern  character  than  the  present  one.  Among  the 
improvements  will  be  a  dental  department,  for  which  five 
rooms  are  to  be  set  aside  instead  of  one  room  at  the  present 
time.  This  special  department  is  probably  a  result  of  the 
need  for  such  facilities  for  the  poor  of  Leeds,  as  was  urgently 
pointed  out  at  the  Dental  Conference  held  in  the  city  a  few 
months  ago.  Meanwhile  the  Corporation  has  given  notice 
to  treat  in  respect  of  the  existing  structure,  and  there  is  just 
a  possibility  that  an  arbitration  may  result. 

Not  the  Sulphonal. 

The  wife  of  a  Southampton  caretaker  named  John  Wallen, 
aged  72,  visited  the  Southern  Drug  Company's  stores,  on 
October  21,  and  asked  for  something  to  make  her  husband 
sleep.  She  was  given  6  gr.  of  sulphonal,  and  this  her 
husband  took.  He  died  during  the  night,  but  at  the  inquest 
on  October  23  Dr.  Dona'dson  said  the  drug  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  death,  which  was  due  to  syncope 
through  bronchitis  and  old  age. 

Triedpiat-poison. 

At  Paignton  last  week  Mr.  Wm.  Airth,"  chemist,  gave 
evidence  in  a  case  in  which  Charles  Huggatt,  a  painter,  was 
charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide  by  taking  poison. 
It  appeared  that  the  prisoner  called  at  Deller's  Stores  and 
asked  for  twopennyworth  of  arsenic  to  poison  rats.  The 
assistant  sold  him  a  3^.  jar  of  phosphorus  paste.  He  after- 
wards ate  some  of  the  poison,  and  the  assistant  was  called 
to  administer  an  antidote,  after  which  Dr.  Ward  applied  the 
stomach-pump. 

Decided  at  Last. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  on 
Friday,  the  question  of  the  drug-supply  under  medical  out- 
relief,  referred  to  in  last  week's  issue  (page  679),  was  again 


considered,  and  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  dispenser,  at  a 
salary  of  20/.  a  year,  to  attend  at  the  offices  at  stated  hours. 
The  Board  also  decided  to  ask  the  present  contractor  for 
drugs  at  the  Workhouse  and  the  Home  to  supply  all  that 
might  be  required  under  the  new  system  up  to  March  next, 
and  after  that  period  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  all  the 
drugs  required. 

Fire. 

On  October  24  a  fire  broke  out  at  Newcomen's  Chemical- 
works,  Lydbrook,  near  Ross.  About  half  the  building  was 
destroyed,  with  the  stores  it  contained,  and  the  damage  done 
is  estimated  at  about  500/. 

Bits  from  Birmingham. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  a  local  paper 
last  week: — "  Chemist,  qualified,  single,  desires  engagement, 
temporary,  permanent,  mixed,  select ;  references,  testi- 
monials.— Address,"  &c.  Possibly  the  advertiser  was  "  tem- 
porary mixed"  when  he  wrote  the  ad. 

There  is  springing  up  in  Birmingham  quite  a  number  of 
scientific-apparatus  makers,  no  fewer  than  three  being  in 
Suffolk  Street.  This,  with  the  wholesale  distributors  in- 
creased in  numbers,  must  be  a  good  augury  for  the  future  of 
science.  It  may  also  show  the  fact  that  University  towns 
which  are  so  favourably  situated  as  far  as  manufactures  go 
must  become  of  great  importance  to  the  common  weal. 

Mr.  John  Barclay,  President  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceu- 
tical Associa'ion,  informs  us  that  at  a  Council-meeting  held 
on  October  24  the  following  gentlemen  were  proposed  as 
Divisional  Secretaries  for  the  city : — Central,  W.  F. 
Southall ;  North,  J.  Poole ;  South,  F.  T.  Gibson  ;  East,  J. 
Austin ;  West,  W.  Adams  ;  Edgbaston,  G.  E.  Perry ;  and 
Bordesley,  C.  Thompson.  The  members  of  the  Association 
have  been  advised  accordingly. 

In  a  window  of  a  chemist's  shop  (drug-store)  in  the 
Giand  Hotel  block  on  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham,  there  has 
been  for  two  months  a  sign  on  an  American  soda-fountain 
advertising  various  sodas  and  phosphates.  The  fountain 
has  been  a  striking  success.  On  one  day  the  druggist  sold 
one  thousand  glasses  of  various  flavours,  on  other  days  six 
or  seven  hundred  glasses ;  and  even  during  recent  cooler 
weather  there  has  been  a  profitable  business.  So  writes  Mr. 
Marshal  Halstead,  the  American  Consul  at  Birmingham. 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  local  brotherhood  was 
held  at  the  Mason  College  last  Wednesday,  when  the  pro- 
posed new  secretarial  scheme  of  the  Society  was  discussed. 
It  is  said  that  some  opposition  was  raised  to  the  proposal. 
A  party  of  pharmacists  was  subsequently  seen  at  the 
Norwich  Union  Chambers  discussing  the  desirability  of 
finding  a  location  in  this  or  some  other  central  building  for 
meetings  and  reunions.  It  would  be  a  desirable  thing  to 
unite  under  one  roof  the  two  wings  of  pharmacy — principal 
and  pupil.  To  have  either  meeting  at  hotels  and  the  like  is 
not  considered  desirable. 

In  John  Bright  Street,  the  apparent  home  of  second-hand 
fittings  and  furniture,  there  has  recently  sprung  up  quite  a 
pharmaceutical  repertoire  for  such  things.  There  are 
mortars,  show-bottles,  unlabelled  Winchesters,  wilh  "aqua  " 
which  the  attendant  says  has  wrought  serious  damage  to 
his  trousers  and  skin,  nests  of  drawers,  pill  and  ointment 
jars,  wide-mouthed  bottles  labelled  "  hyd.  am."  in  crystals 
which  would  raise  the  enthusiasm  of  even  a  student  of 
pharmacy,  who,  it  is  said,  is  a  very  difficult  animal  to  arouse 
except  in  temper.  "  Hyd.  oxid.  rub."  is  half-full  of  a  white- 
ness which  would  almost  put  a  lily  to  shame.  Surely  some- 
one has  been  refitting,  or  is  it  that  branches  do  not  pay 
owing  to  the  alertness  of  the  local  and  divisional  secretaries 
and  the  high  salaries  required  for  qualified  assistants  ? 

A  meeting  of  the  University  of  Birmingham  Chemical 
Society  was  held  on  October  29,  when  the  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  with  Professor  Frankland  as 
President.  Some  neat  experiments  showing  the  combustion 
of  ordinary  fireworks  under  water  were  performed  by  Mr. 
Miller.  A  simple  method  of  burning  iron  in  oxygen  was 
shown  by  wrapping  fine  iron  wire  round  a  triangular  file, 
starting  the  heat  by  sulphur,  and  then  allowing  oxygen  to 
impinge  upon  the  heated  metal,  when  iron  oxide  was  formed 
in  great  abundance.    Dr.  Innes  showed  the  production  of 
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metallic  sodium  from  sodium  peroxide  and  carbide  of 
oalcium,  the  action  being  started  by  magnesium  ribbon.  He 
also  showed  the  combustion  of  ammonium  salts  by  dropping 
on  fused  potassium  nitrate.  Some  experiments  with  pyridine 
were  distinctly  novel.  A  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  in 
pyridine  was  mixed  with  barium  iodide,  in  the  same  solvent 
a  precipitate  of  barium  nitrate  resulted,  and  Agl  remained 
in  solution.  Silver  nitrate  in  pyridine  was  added  to  potas- 
sium thiocyanate,  and  a  precipitate  of  potassium  nitrate 
occurred.  Dr.  Palmer  showed  a  compact  apparatus  for 
demonstrating  the  electrical  conductivity  of  liquids  and 
solids  in  solution,  explaining  why  in  the  past  such  experi- 
ments had  not  been  attended  with  much  success.  The 
attendance  was  such  as  would  have  gladdened  the  heart  of 
the  President  of  the  local  Society  of  pharmacists,  or  even  of 
the  parent  Society  itself.  . 

Bovine  Curiosity. 

A  pair  of  bullocks  walked  into  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  C. 
Oowles,  in  West  Ham  Lane,  last  week,  and  after  smelling  all 
the  counter-specialities  and  syphons  proceeded  to  investigate 
the  dental  surgery  at  the  back  of  the  shop.  Their  inspection 
was  evidently  satisfactory,  for  both  turned  and  calmly  walked 
out  of  the  shop  again  without  doing  the  slightest  damage. 

Mr.  K.  Waters,  chemist,  Brunton  Place,  Carlisle,  fared 
worse  with  a  bovine  visitor  he  had  on  October  23.  Before  it 
could  be  persuaded  to  retire  from  his  premises  a  number  of 
bottles  containing  drugs  were  smashed. 

Poisonings  of  the  Week. 

There  have  been  more  fatal  cases  of  poisoning  this  week 
than  last.  Of  the  thirteen  fatalities  reported  six  were  due 
to  unscheduled  poisons,  hydrochloric  acid  being  responsible 
for  three,  and  lead,  antimony,  and  bichromate  of  potash  for 
the  remainder.  In  the  antimony  case  the  inquest  was  held 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  on  October  26,  and  one  of  the 
jurors  was  anxious  to  know  whether  or  not  the  antimony, 
two  bottles  of  which  had  been  obtained,  should  have  been 
labelled  "  poison."  The  labels  on  the  bottles  were  partially 
destroyed,  and  the  name  and  address  only  (that  of  Mr.  Gossop, 
chemist,  New  North  Koad,  Hoxton)  could  be  deciphered. 
Neither  the  coroner  nor  the  medical  witnesses  could  satisfy 
the  inquiring  juror  on  that  point,  and  eventually  it  was 
decided  to  add  a  rider  to  the  verdict  to  the  effect  that  if  the 
police  upon  inquiry  discovered  that  the  chemist  had  not  kept 
himself  within  the  limit  of  the  law  in  the  selling  of  the 
poison  he  should  be  prosecuted.  Amongst  the  seven  fatali- 
ties from  scheduled  poisons,  four  were  caused  by  carbolic 
acid,  and  a  servant-girl  in  the  service  of  a  doctor  took  a  dose 
of  strychnine,  an  ounce  bottle  of  which  she  had  obtained 
from  her  master's  surgery.  In  one  of  the  carbolic  cases, 
which  occurred  at  Kidderminster,  a  correspondent  informs  us 
that  the  carbolic  acid  used  was  obtained  several  months 
previous  to  the  Privy  Council  restriction  being  issued,  but 
the  bottle  was  distinctly  labelled  "  poison." 


3risb  1Flew0. 


An  Overdose. 

The  French  master  at  the  Methodist  College,  Belfast,  died 
on  October  28  from  laudanum,  which  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  as  a  sedative.  His  last  dose  was  apparently  a 
tumblerful. 

A  Prescribing  Chemist. 

At  an  inquest  held  in  Dublin  on  October  25,  on  the  body 
of  a  compositor  named  Rauer,  it  transpired  that  Mr.  Fether- 
ston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Gt.  Britain  Street,  had  pre- 
scribed for  deceased.  The  Coroner  said  the  drugs  prescribed 
by  the  chemist  for  deceased  could  not  possibly  do  harm,  but 
he  thought  it  unwise  of  persons  not  properly  qualified  to 
take  on  themselves  to  prescribe. 

Soothing-syrup. 

Further  evidence  was  taken  this  week  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  high  infant  mortality  at  the  North  Dublin  Union 
(C.  |-  D.,  October  27,  page  680).  Dr.  Fottrell,  one  of  the 
visiting  physicians,  said  there  was  a  stock  cough-mixture 
kept  in  the  ward  which  was  rarely  used.    The  mixture  was 


in  the  nature  of  a  paregoric  elixir,  and  might  be  ordered  for 
use  by  Dr.  Kennedy  until  he  (witness)  saw  the  child  in  the 
morning.  The  mortality  in  the  hospital,  witness  said,  had 
been  very  low. 

Analyst  on  Food. 

Last  week  Sir  Chas.  Cameron  gave  a  lecture  before  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association  at  Dublin  on  food.  Sir 
Charles  said  when  he  was  appointed  city  analyst  many  articles 
of  food  now  practically  pure  were  greatly  adulterated, 
instancing  mustard,  which  he  had  found  to  contain  40  per 
cent,  of  plaster  of  Paris.  In  speaking  of  food-stuffs,  sugar 
was,  he  said,  one  of  the  principle  foods  for  young  children  ; 
the  idea  that  it  was  bad  for  the  teeth  was  a  fallacy. 

Good  Drugs. 

The  Tobercurry  Guardians  on  October  22  received  Sir 
Chas.  Cameron's  reports  on  the  analyses  of  medicines  sup- 
plied to  them.  The  drugs  sampled  were  liq.  morph.  hydroch., 
lin.  camph.,  quin.  sulph.,  tr.  aurantii,  spt.  cether.  nit.,  acid, 
nit.  hydroch.  dil,  tr.  capsici,  aq.  laurocerasi,  ferr.  ammon. 
citr.,  succ.  scoparii,  tr.  iodi,  tr.  buchu,  and  syr.  ferr.  iodid. 
All  the  samples  were  reported  as  good  or  very  good 
except  the  sweet  nitre  and  the  liq.  morph.,  which  were 
found  to  be  "  very  slightly  deficient."  The  contractor,  who 
thus  receives  an  excellent  testimonial,  is  Mr.  Boyers,  Sligo. 

No  Need  to  Speak. 
At  the  recent  election  in  North  Belfast  Sir  James 
Haslett's  opponent,  Mr.  Thomas  Harrison,  a  lawyer,  was 
very  severe  on  Sir  James's  indifference  to  some  political 
objects  which,  to  Mr.  Harrison's  mind,  were  very  important. 
At  one  of  his  meetings,  criticising  Sir  James  Haslett's 
election  address  in  detail,  Mr.  Harrison  waxed  eloquent 
over  some  of  the  things  which  ought  to  have  been  there, 
but  were  not.  "  And  again,  in  reference  to  blank-blank, 
gentlemen,  what  has  Sir  James  Haslett  to  say  ?  "  demanded 
the  orator.  "  Nothing  ;  absolutely  nothing,"  he  sadly 
responded.  "  Then  he's  a  liar,  "  shouted  a  too-enthusiastic 
supporter. 


Scotcb  IRews. 


Municipal  Candidates. 

Mr.  Alexander  Spence,  chemist,  Linlithgow,  is  one  of  the 
new  candidates  for  election  to  the  Town  Council  of 
Linlithgow. 

The  municipal  nominations  throughout  Scotland  include 
the  following  chemists : — Callander,  Bailie  Scott,  unop- 
posed ;  Dumfries,  Robert  Carruthers ;  Dundee,  Bailie  Doig, 
unopposed  ;  Kirkcaldy,  Bailie  John  Peebles ;  Melrose,  D.  D. 
Deans  ;  Rothesay,  Wm.  Lyle  ;  and  Selkirk,  Walter  Stavert. 

Personal. , 

Mr.  Wm.  Cummings  has  lately  left  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Hugh  Cowan  (Limited),  Thurso,  and  has  taken  a 
shop  in  Traill  Street,  which  he  is  to  carry  on  as  a  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Graham  Murray,  Q.C.,  the  Lord  Advocate,  has  been 
retained  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  defend  the  action 
brought  against  the  Society  by  Mr.  Strachan  on  the  inter- 
pretation of  By-law  Section  X.,  23. 

Mr.  A.  Davidson,  Hon.  President  of  the  Montrose  Artisan 
Literary  Institute,  has  opened  the  thirtieth  session  in  the 
Memorial  Hall,  Montrose,  with  a  lecture  on  "The  Closing 
Century,"  which  he  treated  from  the  scientific  point  of  view, 
especially  touching  upon  locomotion,  photography,  che- 
mistry, engineering,  and  the  effects  of  scientific  discoveries 
upon  trade  and  commerce. 

There  is  a  hitch  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners  for  Scotland.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
last  week  the  members  had  to  decide  (and  could  not) 
whether  they  should  nominate  one  or  two  pharmaceutical 
examiners  in  addition  to  a  successor  to  Professor  Bayley 
Balfour.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  the  latter  appoint- 
ment, but  to  select  two  pharmacists  when  the  rotation  order 
requires  one  only  is  a  contingency  which  the  Executive  has 
never  had  to  face  before. 
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ffrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Nancy  School  of  Pharmacy. — M.  Bleicher,  Pro- 
fessor of  Medical  Natural  History  at  the  Nancy  School  of 
Pharmacy,  has  been  nominated  Director  of  the  School  in 
place  of  M.  Schlagdenhauffen.  M.  Eleicher  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  school  for  some  years. 

What  is  it  we  Drink  1 — This  is  the  question  of  the 
hour  in  France.  The  wine-trade  is  in  a  bad  way,  because 
preference  is  given  to  synthetic  wines.  Some  of  the 
Bordeaux  pharmacists,  who  act  as  analytical  chemists,  are 
said  to  lend  a  helping  hand  occasionally  in  assisting  the 
growers  (or  merchants)  to  place  a  more  palatable  product 
on  the  market  than  is  produced  by  the  juice  of  the  grape. 

"  The  Student's  Guide  to  Pharmacy,"  Civil,  Military, 
Naval,  and  Colonial,  for  the  Year  1900-1901  (sixth  edition), 
has  been  recently  published,  M.  E.  Madoule,  Secretary  of 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  being  again  the  editor.  It  is 
a  carefully-compiled  little  work,  and  is  kept  well  up  to  date, 
giving  all  possible  information  regarding  the  study  of  phar- 
macy in  France.  Amongst  other  interesting  matter  is 
information  regarding  the  new  conditions  under  which 
foreigners  can  now  compete  for  the  French  diploma  of 
pharmacist.  A  special  chapter  is  also  devoted  to  herbalists, 
setting  forth  the  conditions  of  examination  and  prerogatives 
of  that  calling. 

The  Legion  of  Honour.— Amongst  the  recent  nomina- 
tions (or  rather  promotions)  in  the  Order  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour  is  that  of  a  well-known  Paris  pharmacist,  Dr. 
Armand  Fumouze,  to  the  rank  of  officer.  M.  Fumouze  is 
Vice-President  of  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  im- 
portant body  in  this  city,  which  acts  to  some  extent  as  a 
Board  of  Trade.  On  the  occasion  of  the  very  successful 
reception  and  concert  given  by  the  Paris  Chamber  to  the 
Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce  during  their  visit  to  this 
city  last  September,  it  was  M.  Fumouze  (in  the  absence  of 
the  President)  who  did  the  honours  of  the  evening,  assisted 
by  his  wife  and  daughters,  as  well  as,  of  course,  by  other 
members  of  the  Chamber.  The  English  visitors  who  were 
present  on  that  occasion  will  remember  with  what  tact  and 
grace  M.  Fumouze  acquitted  himself  of  a  rather  delicate 
function.  First  of  all  he  shook  hands  with  us  all  as  we 
passed  into  the  spacious  hall  of  the  Paris  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  younger  members  of  the  committee  afterwards 
conducting  the  ladies  to  seats  in  the  concert-room.  Lord 
Avebury,  President  of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, was  the  principal  guest  of  the  evening,  and  at  the 
buffet  during  an  interval  in  the  concert  M.  Fumouze  took 
the  opportunity  to  make  a  speech  of  welcome  on  behalf  of 
commercial  Paris  to  his  Lordship  and  the  delegates  of  the 
British  Chambers.  M.  Fumouze  proved  himself  on  that 
occasion  to  be  an  orator  of  no  mean  order  (though  most 
Frenchmen  seem  to  the  manner  born).  Though  not  tall  of 
stature,  he  has  a  good  and  even  handsome  presence,  while 
his  bearing  is  dignified  and  courteous,  with  something  of 
the  mellowness  which  comes  to  many  men  after  fifty  years 
of  age.  He  spoke  with  an  evident  appreciation  of  the 
interesting  and  important  international  function  over  which 
he  was  called  upon  to  preside.  If  the  success  which 
attended  the  visit  of  the  Associated  Chambers  to  Paris  has 
been  a  factor,  as  I  understand,  in  the  dis  inction  recently 
conferred  on  M.  Fumouze,  then  the  honour  will  doubtless  be 
appreciated  by  his  colleagues  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Channel.  It  maybe  explained  that  the  decoration  of  Knight 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour  is  given  in  France  to  perhaps  most 
men  who  have  a  prominent  position  in  their  profession  or 
trade,  but  the  rank  of  officer  usually  marks  the  recipient  as 
being  a  man  of  unusually  high  qualities  and  position. 
M.  Fumouze  is  a  large  manufacturer  .of  patent  mtdicines. 
He  is  Treasurer  of  the  General  Association  of  French  Phar- 
macists, and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  most  of  the  questions 
relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  French  pharmacy.  He  is 
the  originator  of  a  scheme  for  preventing  excessive  cutting 
of  his  preparations,  and  his  tariff  for  prices  as  a  guide  to 
pharmacists  for  dispensing-charges  is  extensively  used. 


South  Hfrtcan  Iftews. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Natal  Analyst's  Report. — The  report  of  the  Govern- 
ment chemist  for  Natal,  Mr.  E.  Nevill,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  for 
1899,  has  now  been  printed.  In  all  286  samples  were 
handled,  of  which  104  originated  in  the  department,  the 
remaining  182  analyses  representing  the  earning  of  the 
laboratory,  and  are  valued  at  480/.  14s.  M.  The  scale  of 
charges  in  Natal,  Mr.  Nevill  again  points  out,  is  much  lower 
than  that  in  operation  in  similar  laboratories  in  other  South 
African  States — in  many  instances  the  fees  payable  do  not 
more  than  cover  the  cost  of  the  chemical  reagents  used.  In 
the  Excise-division  ten  samples  of  methylated  spirit,  seven 
of  wood-naphtha,  and  twelve  of  colonial  spirit,  were  sub- 
mitted. There  is  no  mention  as  to  whether  these  were 
satisfactory  or  not,  but  the  report  says :  "  The  artificial 
whiskies,  brandies,  &c,  manufactured  from  pure  coloured 
spirit  and  proper  flavouring  essences,  are  much  more 
palatable  and  a  good  deal  more  wholesome  than  some  of  the 
cheap  imported  whiskies,"  but  the  analyst  is  careful  to 
remark  that  "  It  is  an  art  requiring  more  scientific  skill  than 
is  commonly  available."  In  one  instance  a  production  came 
under  notice  which  was  absolutely  a  poisonous  mixture.  We 
observe  that  the  importation  of  spirit,  simply  coloured  with 
iron,  as  genuine  medicinal  tinctures,  has  effectually  been 
checked.  The  analyst  has  three  assistants  to  help  him. 
Two  of  these,  however,'  were  away  on  active  duty  for  a 
considerable  time,  so  that  their  services  were  not  available. 
Mr.  Nevill  thinks  that  the  Medical  Commission,  appointed 
some  two  years  since,  should  have  shipped  to  Great  Britain 
the  result  of  their  labours,  as  a  moiety  of  the  collec- 
tion would  have  been  of  infinite  value  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Hospitals  Commission. — At  the  sitting  of  the  Royal 
Hospital  Commission  on  October  3,  at  Cape  Town,  further 
evidence  was  adduced.  Mrs.  Harsant,  of  Sterkstroom, 
spoke  of  the  neglect  of  enteric  patients  at  that  place,  where 
she  acted  as  a  nurse.  There  were  no  conveniences  whatever, 
and  the  men  were  simply  lying  in  the  tents  getting  no  atten- 
tion. There  was  no  occasion  for  the  state  of  things  that 
prevailed,  as  the  people  of  Sterkstroom  were  quite  willing  to 
give  up  their  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  milk  and  nourishment  of 
all  kind,  yet  there  seemed  to  be  none  in  camp.  Again,  there 
was  no  clinical  thermometer  in  camp,  and  the  sergeant  in 
charge  simply  put  his  hand  under  the  patient's  arm  and 
took  his  temperature  that  way.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  Pentreath, 
chaplain  of  Rondebosch  and  Rosebank  camps,  said  the 
convalescents  there  were  in  want  of  clothing,  beds,  and 
extra  food.  Requisitions  sent  in  were  rejected,  and  there 
were  no  beds  until  the  Red  Cross  Society  sent  hammocks. 
Dr.  Klein  complained  that  his  requisitions  were  not  attended 
to,  and  begged  him  to  help  in  obtaining  clothing  and  extra 
comfort  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  On  the  other  hand  the 
arrangements  at  Rondebosch  were  excellent,  and  the  work 
splendidly  carried  out  in  every  respect.  Mr.  W.  J.  Calder, 
civil  surgeon  to  the  B.S.A.  police,  said  he  found  the  hospital 
hut  and  marquea  at  Tuli  in  a  filthy  condition  and  there  were 
no  disinfectants  there.  He  cleaned  it  up  and  made  a  report, 
but  the  hospital  was  never  put  in  the  order  he  recommended. 
There  were  medicines,  but  in  such  condition  that  they  could 
not  be  used,  and  for  five  weeks  he  was  without  medicines  to 
treat  the  cases  in  hospital.  He  attributed  three  deaths 
to  want  of  medicine.  He  wanted  quinine,  ammonia, 
digitalis,  brandy,  and  cardiac  tonics,  and  had  none.  Dr. 
W.  L.  Griffiths  spoke  as  to  the  want  of  fresh  milk  and  fresh 
food  on  the  hospital-ship  Trojan  :  the  potatoes  went  bad  and 
had  to  be  thrown  overboard  :  the  drugs,  however,  were  good. 
Mr.  E.  G.  Glass  spoke  of  a  visit  to  Maitland.  Private  Hill 
was  there  lying  on  the  bare  boards  and  had  not  seen  a 
doctor  for  three  days.  He  had  only  a  little  condensed  milk 
to  drink,  which  his  comrades  had  to  buy  ;  he  died  of  sheer 
neglect.  Evidence  of  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Van  Lingen  and  Mr. 
de  Villiers  showed  that  the  treatment  of  the  Boer  prisoners 
in  their  hospitals  left  no  room  for  any  complaint,  Mr,  de 
Villiers  referring  fc  it  as  first  class. 
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Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  have'presented 
five  cases  (1,000  jars)  of  their  meat  extract  to  the  German 
East-Asian  expedition  corps. 

Commercial  University  for  Cologne. — A  commercial 
university  similar  to  the  one  in  Leipzig  is  shortly  to  be 
founded  in  Cologne,  Dr.  Von  Mevissen,  a  resident  of  the 
city,  having  donated  the  necessary  funds. 

Saccharin  in  Germany. — The  Upper  Palatinate  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  Germany  has  petitioned  against  the  law 
which  the  Government  intends  to  issue  placing  the  trade  in 
artificial  sweetening-stuffs  under  the  control  of  the  apotheker. 

Messrs.  Kemp  (Limited)  have  purchased  the  business 
of  Messrs.  Bolton  &  Co.,  general  merchants,  of  Esplanade 
Eoad,  Bombay,  for  something  under  Es.  60,000,  and  their 
recently  opened  branch- business  in  the  same  road  will  be 
conducted  there  in  future. 

Alcohol-production. — The  production  of  alcohol  in 
Eassia  from  the  opening  of  the  1899-1900  campaign  up  to 
May  1  of  this  year  amounted  to  3.505  836  vedros  (vedro 
*=2'7  Imperial  gallons),  as  compared  with  26,39  L, 508  vedros 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  1898-99  campaign. 
The  number  of  distilleries  has  increased  by  122,  being  1,207 
this  year,  against  1,085  last. 

The  Hospital-ship  "  Maine  "reached  Wei-Hai-Wei  about 
the  middle  of  September,  after  a  pleasant  voyage,  and  when 
the  mail  left  she  had  a  small  number  of  sick  on  board  from 
Peking.  Mr.  Albeit  Spotts,  whom  we  mentioned  when  the 
ship  first  sailed  for  South  Africa,  is  still  the  Maine's  phar- 
macist. They  expect  shortly,  he  says,  to  proceed  to  Taku, 
and  he  adds  that  the  sailors  say  the  odours  there  are  horrible, 
owing  to  the  number  of  dead  Chinamen. 

A  New  Idea. — It  is  proposed  to  change  the  course  of 
pharmaceutical  education  in  Hungary,  and  a  project  is 
under  consideration.  Before  entering  on  apprenticeship  it 
is  intended  that  the  future  pharmacist  should  spend  a  year 
at  a  professional  school  in  theoretical  and  practical  pre- 
paration. After  passing  an  examination  he  will  work  for  a 
year  in  a  pharmacy,  then  go  to  a  university  to  complete  his 
studies. 

German  Ether. — In  accordance  with  the  new  German 
spirit-laws  ether  must  be  made  from  alcohol  which  has 
paid  the  duty,  except  only  for  a  few  technical  purposes. 
The  demand  of  the  apothekers  to  get  ether  made  from  duty- 
free alcohol  has  been  refused.  The  duty  is  160m.  per  100 
kilos.  The  reason  given  for  the  refusal  is  that  it  is  to 
prevent  ether-drinking.  As  this  is  only  known  to  have 
taken  place  in  some  out-of-the-way  parts  of  East  Prussia 
it  is  not  regarded  as  the  real  reason.  Ether  intended  for 
export  can  be  made  from  duty-free  alcohol. 

Poisonous  Wares. — The  U.S.  Consul  at  Mainz  has  called 
the  attention  of  the  State  Department  to  the  danger  to  the 
health  of  persons  using  silver-mounted  glasses  and  porcelain 
wares.  The  silver  on  these  articles  is  applied  by  means  of 
an  electrolytic  process  in  baths  which  contain  large  quanti- 
ties of  potassium  cyanide.  As  these  glazed  wares  have 
innumerable  hair-like  cracks  the  cyanide  enters  these  cracks 
and  the  articles,  beautiful  to  look  at,  are  said  to  become  a 
serious  menace  to  the  health  oE  persons  using  them.  Only 
a  short  time  ago  a  very  serious  case  of  poisoning  resulted 
from  the  use  of  such  ware.  Most  of  the  articles  are  manu- 
factured in  and  exported  from  Frankfort,  Berlin,  and 
Stuttgart. 

Mauritius  Customs  Alterations. — The  following  altera- 
tions have  been  effected  in  the  customs  tariff  of  Mauritius : — 

1,  Bichloride  of  mercury  and  any  other  substance  when  imported 
for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  the  preparation  oE  manures  or  of 
other  colonial  produce  and  manufactures,  or  as  disinfectants,  is  to 
be  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  30c.  per  1,000  kilos.,  instead  of  10  per 
cen.t.  ad  val.  as  heretofore. 

2.  All  alcoholic  preparations  of  any  kinds  whatsoever,  are  to  be 
considered  a3  spirits,  and  will  pay  a  duty  of  lr.  32c.  per  litre  (not 
above  proof).  It  is  provided,  however,  that  this  article  shall  not 
apply  to  : — 


(a)  "Eau  de  Cologne,"  other  perfumed  spirits,  and  patent 
pharmaceutical  alcoholic  preparations  imported  in  bottles,  provided 
such  bottles,  not  exceeding  1  litre  in  capacity, be  properly  secured 
and  bear  the  label  and  trade  mark  of  the  manufacturer. 

(b i  Pharmaceutical  alcoholic  preparations  made  with  alcohol  of 
the  degree  indicated  by  the  B  P.  or  the  French  Codex. 

The  rates  of  duty  above  mentioned  are  exclusive  of  the  sur- 
charge of  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Italian  Olive  Oil — A  supplementary  report  by  Consul 
Neville-RolEe,  dealing  with  the  trade  of  Southern  Italy,  has 
been  issued  this  week,  and  in  it  he  gives  some  particulars 
concerning  the  olive-oil  industry  in  Bari,  Gioja  Tauro,  and 
Salerno.  As  is  well  known,  the  oil-crop  in  the  Bari  district 
was  a  failure  last  year  through  the  ravages  of  the  oil-fly,  and 
this  fact  has  led  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  offer  a  priza 
of  60,000  lire  to  the  person  devising  an  infallible  remedy  to 
exterminate  the  insect.  The  oil-trade  at  Gioja  Tauro  is 
rapidly  becoming  transformed,  for  growers  find  that  there  is 
no  remunerative  market  for  inferior  oils,  and. have,  therefore, 
called  in  scientific  men  who  have  taught  them  to  improve 
the  quality  until  they  can  secure  the  best  prices  in  the 
market.  The  stocks  at  Gioja  are  now  very  low,  and  the  little 
remaining  is  of  poor  quality.  At  Salerno,  as  elsewhere,  the 
ravages  of  the  oil-fly  ruined  the  olives,  and  such  oil  as  was 
produced  was  very  poor  in  quality,  though,  considering  what 
it  was,  it  sold  at  good  prices.  In  such  places  as  Eboli, 
Olerno,  and  Montecorvino,  which  are  dependent  on  the  olive- 
groves,  there  was  consequently  great  poverty. 

Against  the  N. A  R.D.— A  fiery  meeting  of  the  German 
Apothecaries  Society  was  held  in  New  York,  on  September  28, 
when  by  a  vote  of  26  to  24  the  society  refused  to  adopt  the 
report  of  Mr.  F.  Hirseman,  its  delegate  to  the  convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  at  Detroit.  Mr. 
Hirseman  was  accused  of  failing  to  properly  represent  the 
Society  in  that  he  did  not  protest  against  the  exclusion 
from  the  accepted  list  of  wholesalers  and  jobbers,  of  the 
Consolidated  Drug  Company,  of  New  York.  Mr.  G.  Gre- 
gorius,  a  prominent  New  York  retail  druggist,  was  the  leader 
of  the  majority  which  voted  against  accepting  Mr.  Hirseman's 
report,  and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  W.  Mclntyre,  president 
of  the  Philadelphia  Wholesale  Drug  Company  (Limited),  and 
Mr.  Julius  Hammer,  an  active  member  of  the  Retail  Druggists' 
Association.  Mr.  Hammer  delivered  a  bitter  address  against 
the  N.AR.D.,  saying  it  was  controlled  by  a  clique  of 
wholesalers,  and  Mr.  Mclntyre  condemned  the  pharmaceutical 
press  of  the  country  for  failing  to  print  a  speech  he  had 
made  at  the  Detroit  convention,  and  which  he  considered 
highly  important  in  connection  with  the  movement  for  the 
advancement  of  the  retail  druggist,  which  the  National 
Association  pretended  to  uphold.  For  a  time  all  was  uproar 
and  one  member  wanted  to  move  that  the  Society  withdraw 
from  the  N.A.R.D  ,  but  the  motion  was  nipped  in  the  bud  by 
the  Chairman  (Mr.  Schleussner)  who  would  not  put  such  a 
motion  without  notice. 

Holocaust  in  New  York. — On  Monday,  October  29,  at 
noon,  a  terrific  explosion  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Tarrant  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  New  York,  by  which  two 
large  blocks  of  buildings  in  Murray  Street  and  Chambers 
Street  were  completely  demolished.  At  present  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  accurately  the  figures  of  the  dead  and 
injured,  but  various  estimates  range  from  sixty  to  two 
hundred.  A  large  fire  followed  the  explosion,  and  the  whole 
district  was  convert-d  into  a  huge  furnace.  It  is  variously 
reported  that  nitro-glycerin,  benzin,  turpentine,  and 
collodion  caused  the  explosion.  Every  ambulance  in  the 
city  was  requisitioned,  and  there  are  sixty  seriously  injured 
persons  in  the  hospitals.  Two  banks  were  wrecked,  and 
thousands  of  pounds  of  their  funds  in  paper-money  and 
cheques  were  consumed.  Eight  members  of  the  fire-brigade 
were  operating  in  one  of  the  cellars  when  further  explosions 
occurred  and  all  were  killed.  The  streets  for  several  blocks 
away  were  strewn  with  glass  and  other  wreckage,  and 
spattered  with  blood.  About  two  hundred  people  were 
lunching  in  an  adjoining  restaurant  and  of  these  a  number  were 
injured,  and  one  has  since  died  in  hospital.  Two  immense 
tanks  of  ammonia  were  found  embedded  in  the  debris  and 
intact.  The  property  destroyed  is  roughly  estimated  at 
$2  000,000.  Most  heartrending  scenes  were  witnessed, 
women  begging  the  firemen  to  allow  them  to  assist  in  the 
search  for  their  lost  relatives. 
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$acR  from  "  Gbe  front." 


rpHE  City  Imperial  Volunteers  were  due  to  march  from 
X  Paddington  Station  to  the  Guildhall  last  Saturday,  and, 
as  all  the  world  knows,  the  event  did  not  come  off.  We, 
however,  were  not  denied  some  direct  information  regarding 

the  C.I.V.'s,  for  Mr.  Alfred 
Salinger,  one  of  the 
mounted  infantry  troop  of 
the  regiment,  gave  us  a 
call,  and  we  had  a  pleasant 
chat  with  him.  Mr. 
Salinger  is  one  of  the 
Vinolia  Company's  staff. 
He  volunteered  as  soon  as 
volunteers  were  wanted, 
and,  being  a  good  horse- 
man and  a  fair  shot,  was 
sent  out  promptly.  He 
has  been  everywhere  that 
the  C.I.V.'s  have  b:en,  and 
did  not  get  a  scratch. 
Indeed,  apart  from  a  day's 
illness  at  Paardeburg,  he 
has  been  exceedingly  fit 
since  he  went  out  to  South 
Africa,  and  returns  look- 
ing, we  think,  hardier  and 
Hiealthier.  Mr.  Salinger  has  picked  up  a  lot  of  interesting 
information  while  in  the  South,  and  his  view  of  the  R.A.M.C. 
arrangements  is  the  orthodox  one — in  war  the  first  arrange- 
ments of  the  kind  are  necessarily  surgical.  His  experience 
has  been  that  the  field-hospital  arrangements  for  medical 
treatment  were  of  the  most  embryonic  character ;  but  he 
does  not  say  so  in  the  way  of  complaint.  The  trouble  which 
the  mounted  infantry  suffered  from  most  was  the  so-called 
Veldt  sores,  which  the  surgeons  seemed  to  be  entirely 
nnable  to  cope  with,  1  he  fact  of  the  matter  being  that  the 
causation  of  these  sores  is  but  little  understood.  One 
medical  authority  informed  Mr.  Salinger  that  the  sores 
appear  to  be  caused  by  men  sleeping  in  the  same  blankets 
which  they  keep  on  their  horses  in  the  daytime,  whereby  an 
insect  of  some  kind  carries  the  complaint  to  the  human 
skin.  However  that  may  be,  the  only  remedy  that  could  be 
got  at  Bloemfontein  was  calomel  to  dust  upon  the  sores, 


Alfred  Salinger. 


James  Stuart  Hills,  the  son  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  ex-President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company,  and  he  had 
got  through  part  of  his  Minor  course  at  Bloomsbury  Square 
when  he  was  bitten  by  the  war-fever,  and  went  out  as  a 
driver  for  his  gun-team.  Mr.  Hills  was  looking  particularly 
fit,  and  had  a  hearty  reception  from  his  old  fellow-students, 

I  who  were  massed  together  in  the  Strand  to  give  him  greet- 
ing— not  so  well  placed,  by  the  way,  as  the  students  of  the 
Imperial  College  of  Chemistry,  who  from  the  summit  of  the 

I  Imperial  Buildings  saw  the  struggle  along  Fleet  Street  up 

!  to  St.  Paul's. 

Another  School  of  Pharmacy  man,  Mr.  George  Lorimer 
(son  of  Mr.  John  Lorimer),  was  also  in  the  C.I.V.'s,  but  he 
got  his  discharge  before  his  regiment  left,  and  is  taking  a 
holiday  in  South  Africa  before  returning  home.  He  was  a 
gunner,  and  we  understand  that  he  has  gone  through  the 
campaign  without  acci- 
dent, and  feels  much  the 
better  for  it  and  his  field 
experiences.  Mr.  A.  A. 
Wink,  son  of  Mr.  John 
A.  Wink,  opium  and 
alkaloid  manufacturer, 
Devonshire  Square,  E., 
was  a  driver  in  the  C.I.V. 
artillery,  and  was  one  of 
the  procession  which 
had  to  fight  its  way  from 
Paddington  to  the  City 
on  Monday. 

Mr.  Percy  R  E.  Josephs, 
son  of  Mr.  Philip 
Josephs,  Old  Street,  E.C., 
was  another  young  Lon- 
doner connected  with 
the  drug-trade  who  was 
with  the  C.I.V.'s.  He 
went  out  in  July,  and 
arrived  in  Bloemfontein 
on  August  4.  Within  a 
week  he  was  down  with 
enteric  fever.    After  a 

fortnight  he  was  able  to  return  to  sentry-go,  and  later  was 
sent  to  Pretoria,  where  he  had  outpost-duty  to  do,  but  no 
fighting.  Mr.  Josephs,  in  spite  of  his  short  sojourn  in  the 
South,  has  benefited  immensely  by  it.      Our  portraits  of 


Mr.  Percy  R.  E.  Josephs. 


mm 


Mr.  J.  S.  Hills. 


BIr,  G.  Lorimer, 


Mr.  Alec.  A.  Wink. 


which  is  the  remedy  used  out  there ;  but  chrysarobin-oint- 
inent  is  very  effective.  Mr.  Salinger  speaks  in  tones  of 
enthusiasm  regarding  the  cheerfulness,  patience,  and 
stolidity  of  Tommy  Atkins.  He  says  the  grit  of  the  British 
soldier  has  been  a  revelation  to  all  the  Volunteers.  Mr. 
Salinger  has  returned  to  the  Vinolia  Company  (Limited), 
and  will  probably  resume  his  sojourn  in  the  Midlands,  where 
he  will  meet  with  many  old  friends. 

The  demonstration  of  welcome  to  the  C.I.V.'s  took  place 
on  Monday.  On  one  of  the  artillery-teams  sat  as  a  driver  Mr. 


Messrs.  Hills,  Lorimer  and  Wink,  are  reprinted  from  the 

City  Press  C.I.V.  Souvenir,  which  contains  portraits  of  all 

members  of  the  regiment. 

The  only  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  C  I.V.  was  Mr. 

Thoroton  P.  Brett,  of  the  12th  Middlesex,  who  for  some 
!  years  has  been  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  Hooper  &  Co., 
!  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden.  He  has  been  in  everything  with 

the  C.I.V.,  and  took  part  in  Monday's  demonstration.  Mr. 

Brett  hails  from   York.     We  hope  to  give  his  portrait 

soon. 
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NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  was  held  on  Friday, 
October  26,  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Peter  Boa 
(Chairman  of  the  Executive)  presided. 

The  Conference  delegates  (Messrs.  Johnston,  Cowie,  and 
Naysrnith)  reported  on  the  meeting  held  in  London. 

Report  of  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  which  were  discussed  by  the 
Executive  in  committee.  The  arrangements  for  the  winter- 
session  meetings  had  been  completed.  The  opening  lecture 
of  the  session  will  be  delivered  by  Professor  J.  Arthur 
Thomson,  Aberdeen  University,  on  "  The  Medical  Aspects  of 
Natural  History."  Evening  meetings  will  be  held  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  December,  February,  March,  and  April, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  hold  one  scientific  meeting  in  the 
forenoon  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January.  The  Chair- 
man said  they  wished  to  give  those  members  who  could  not 
attend  at  night  an  opportunity  of  attending  a  scientific 
meeting  during  the  day.  It  was  an  experiment,  and  a 
perfectly  safe  one.  It  was  left  to  the  Chairman  and 
Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  to  carry  out  the  details  for  the  forenoon 
meeting. 

.  Examination  and  Other  Papers. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  also  reported  as  to  the 
supply  of  examination  and  other  papers.  It  was  explained 
that  certain  advantages  were  secured  in  administrative 
details  by  the  issue  of  the  forms  for  the  Minor  examination 
direct  from  the  London  office.  The  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  the  explanation  was  reasonable  and  satisfactory, 
and  agreed  to  recommend  the  Executive  to  accept  it.  As  to 
the  Preliminary-examination  forms,  the  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  the  sheet  giving  particulars  of  the  Preliminary- 
examination  certificates  similar  to  that  now  issued  from  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  offices  might  be  advantageously 
supplied  to  local  secretaries  for  distribution,  and  that  such 
a  plan  was  worthy  of  a  trial.  They  recommended  the 
Executive  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Johnston  and  Storrar.  The  Executive  adopted  these  recom- 
mendations. 

Non-Publication  of  the  Report. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  expressed  themselves  as 
much  disappointed  that  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr. 
Ewing  two  years  ago  in  London,  and  accepted  by  the 
Executive  as  to  the  publication  of  a  full  summary  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  North  British  Branch  to  the  Council, 
was  not  recognised.  They  had  been  unable  to  secure  any 
satisfactory  arrangement  for  its  publication  in  the  Journal, 
and  the  committee  recommended  the  Executive  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  to  furnish  members  in  Scotland 
with  an  account  of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  This 
the  Executive  agreed  to. 

With  regard  to  the  list  of  student-associates,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  entirely  failed  to  secure  that 
a  list  of  student-associates  in  Scotland  would  be  furnished 
from  the  office  in  London  for  the  use  of  the  office  in  Edin- 
burgh. They  were  strongly  of  opinion  that  such  a  list 
should  be  supplied  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  requested 
Messrs.  Storrar  and  Johnston  to  take  what  steps  might  be 
necessary  to  have  this  arrangement  carried  out. 

The  Committee's  report  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Nomination  of  Examiners. 

Th  e  Executive  went  into  committee  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  for  nomination  of  examiners.  The  dis- 
cussion of  the  report  occupied  a  considerable  time,  and  it 
was  ultimately  resolved  to  remit  the  report  back  to  the 
nomination  committee  for  further  consideration,  and  to 
report  to  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Executi  ve  to  be  held 
on  Friday  next. 


Local  Organisation  in  Scotland. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  submitted  the  scheme  for  the 
local  organisation  in  Scotland  and  the  suggestions  from 
Scotland  which  bad  been  sent  down  to  the  Executive  for 
consideration  and  report.  The  Council  wished  that  the 
Executive  should  arrange  a  scheme  possibly  on  the  lines  of 
the  schemes  drafted  by  the  Executive  in  1892,  but  with  the 
view  of  adapting  it  to  the  recent  scheme  passed  by  the 
Council  so  as  to  secure  that  there  should  be  a  Divisional 
Secretary  who  would  be  in  a  position  to  communicate  with 
the  members  of  Parliament  for  every  constituency  in 
Scotland. 

Mr.  Storrar  said  the  view  of  the  Council  was  that  the 
old-existing  arrangement  in  Scotland  should  continue. 
They  were  quite  satisfied  that  it  could  not  well  be  improved 
upon,  and  at  the  subsequent  meeting  they  were  simply 
asked  to  make  no  reference  to  that,  but  practically  to  make 
arrangements  for  themselves. 

After  discussion  the  matter  was  remitted  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee. 

Relation  of  the  Executive  to  the  Council. 

On  the  Chairman  calling  for  any  other  business  Mr.  Currie 
said  he  wanted  an  answer  to  a  very  simple  question.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Executive  he  referred  to  a  statement  made 
by  the  President  of  the  Society  at  the  meeting  in  June.  The 
Executive  on  that  occasion  refused  to  make  any  remarks  on 
the  statement  then  made,  and  he  reserved  to  himself  the 
right  to  communicate  in  whatever  way  he  thought  fit  to  the 
journals.  He  wrote  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  on 
July  23,  and  the  paragraph  which  he  objected  to  particu- 
larly was  the  statement  made  that  the  North  British  Executive 
was  simply  a  committee  of  the  London  Council.  If  the  North 
British  Executive  was  willing  to  exist  as  a  committee  of  the 
London  Council  he  was  afraid  the  London  Council  would 
require  to  appoint  the  Executive.  He  contended  that  the 
Executive  was  not  a  committee  of  the  London  Council. 

Mr.  Storrar  :  You  should  not  say  the  London  Council. 

Mr.  Currie  :  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
They  were  elected  by  the  members  of  the  Society  resident  in 
Scotland.  They  were  told  they  had  practically  no  right  to 
come  to  a  meeting  to  be  called  the  annual  meeting  of 
members  of  the  Society  resident  in  Scotland,  and  some 
irresponsible  individual — who  was  said  to  be  irresponsible,  but 
who  had  a  very  great  deal  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Journal,  else  he  was  very  much  mistaken — took  it  upon 
himself  to  say  that  when  an  ex- Vice-Chairman  of  the  North 
British  Branch  preached  treachery  it  was  high  time  that 
something  was  done  to  regulate  the  affairs  in  the  North.  He 
took  it  as  a  personal  insult  if  individuals  were  not  to  be 
allowed  freedom  of  speech  in  regard  to  matters  pharma- 
ceutical in  Scotland.  If  correspondence  of  that  kind  was 
allowed  to  appear  in  the  Journal,  the  sooner  they  had  a 
remedy  the  better.  They  were  perfectly  entitled  to  have  an 
annual  meeting  in  the  Society's  house  to  discuss  any  matter 
which  any  member  resident  in  Scotland  chose  to  bring  before 
them,  and  to  discuss  it  in  whatever  way  they  thought  fit. 
He  wished  to  know  what  position  the  North  British  Executive 
held  if  they  were  not  to  discuss  anything  but  what  was  sent 
down  to  them  from  the  London  Council  1  If  they  were  not 
to  discuss  anything  but  what  came  down  from  London  such 
as  those  things  remitted  from  the  Council  now,  he  considered 
it  was  a  waste  of  time  for  gentlemen  to  come  and  sit  round 
that  board  and  discuss  trivialities.  They  were  the  b3st 
judges  of  what  they  should  discuss,  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  they  were  to  sit  under  the  stigma  of  being  called  a 
committee  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour  said  he  thought  they  were  getting 
mixed  up  in  this  matter.  Mr.  Currie  was  discussing  two 
things — the  constitution  of  the  executive  and  a  discussion 
that  took  place  outside  the  Executive.  The  discussion  was 
by  chemists  and  druggists  in  Scotland,  and  not  by  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  Currie  said  the  meeting  was  a  meeting  of  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Society. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  know  there  was  any  doubt 
about  the  matter.  They  had  the  constitution  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  there  was  no  doubt  about  it  they  were  an 
Executive  Committee  under  supervision  of  the  London 
Council. 
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Mr.  Currie  :  We  are  not  an  executive  according  to  them. 

The  Chairman:  And  the  annual  meeting  to  which  you 
refer  is  not  a  meeting  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Currie  :  I  am  quite  aware  of  that.  I  did  not  say  it 
■was,  but  that  it  was  the  annual  meeting  of  members 
resident  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  said  it  was  at  first  proposed  to  call  this 
body  a  committee,  but  Mr.  Carteig'ae,  who  was  then  Presi- 
dent, and  the  members  of  Council  gave  way  in  deference 
to  Scottish  wishes,  and  the  name  became  that  of  an 
"  executive." 

Mr.  Currie  :  I  object  to  be  called  a  "  committee." 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  afraid  we  are. 

Mr.  Currie  :  We  are  an  executive  body  entitled  to  dis- 
cuss anything  that  comes  before  us. 

Mr.  Anderson'  Russell  then  gave  notice  of  the  following 
motioD,  to  be  taken  up  at  next  ordinary  meeting  : — ■ 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
Executive  upon  the  constitution  and  functions  of  the  North 
British  Branch  and  of  its  Executive. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


Xonoon  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


A MEETING  of  the  Chemical-Trade  Section  was  held  at 
Botolph  House,  EC,  on  Tuesday,  October  30.  Present : 
Messrs.  Thos.  Tyrer  (Chairman),  T.  Bennett  (J.  B.  Lawes  &. 
Co.,  Limited),  J.  J.  Bowley  (S.  Bowley  &  Son),  C.  J.  Gilbert 
(W.  Cooper  &  Nephew),  and  C.  Umney.  There  were  seven 
items  on  the  agenda-paper,  but  only  two  gave  rise  to  any 
discussion  of  interest,  the  election  of  the  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman  being  deferred  until  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  London  Docks. 

Mr.  Murray  (Secretary)  explained  the  steps  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Chamber  regarding  the  docks  question  and 
the  appointment  of  the  Royal  Commission.  The  Chamber, 
he  said,  had  organised  a  considerable  amount  of  evidence, 
comparative  rates  being  gone  into  very  carefully  of  the  chief 
goods  which  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  dock  company 
and  the  operations  which  take  place  on  those  goods.  They 
had  also  approached  the  Foreign  Office,  asking  that  the 
consuls  throughout  Europe  should  prepare  a  simitar  return 
in  regard  to  the  rates,  charges,  practices,  and  delays  of 
continental  ports.  A  report  by  the  Foreign  Office  would  be 
issued  shortly. 

Mr.  Umney  said  thit  the  arrangements  male  by  the 
Chamber  were  excellent,  and  had  already  created  a  good 
impression.  So  far  as  the  druggists  were  concerned, 
their  interest  in  the  dock  question  was  infinitesimal,  but 
such  firms  as  Lewis  &  Peat,  Figgis  or  Hale  might,  as 
colonial  brokers,  approach  the  matter  from  another  point  of 
view,  especially  in  reference  to  crude  drugs.  Typical  samples 
were  Barbados  aloes  on  the  one  hand,  which  sold  at 
from  12s.  to  14.s-.  per  cwt.,  and  ipecac  ,  which  sold  at  12*.  to 
14s.  per  lb.  on  the  other.  The  charges  on  the  aloes  were  so 
great  as  to  choke  the  trade  altogether,  the  account-sales  in 
many  instances  showing  that  there  was  nothing  left  after  the 
goods  had  been  shown  by  the  dock  company.  On  the  other 
hand  ipecac,  could  sta'.d  the  charges  very  well. 

After  discussion  it  was  proposed  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Chamber  communicate  with  the  Produce-brokers'  Associa- 
tion as  to  the  firm  to  be  appointed  to  give  evidence,  and  it  was 
also  desired  that  Mr.  David  Howard  should  give  his  services. 

The  Trade  in  Poisons. 
The  next  matter  on  the  agenda  was 

To  consider  letters  from  the  Traders  in  Poisons  and  Poisonous 
Compounds  for  Technical  or  Trade -purposes  Protection  Society, 
with  reference  to  the  proposed  "  Bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  Sale  of  Poisons  and  Poisonous  Compounds  for 
Agricultural  and  other  Trade-purposes  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland."  To  decide  whether  any  action  is  necessary,  and,  if  so, 
what. 

Mr.  Tyrer,  in  opening  the  discussion,  said  the  expressions 
of  opinion  at  the  meeting  in  July  last  were  so  divergent  that 
it  was  found  desirable  to  adjourn  the  matter.  Regarding 


the  restriction  placed  on  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  by  the 
Privy  Council,  he  thought  it  was  perfectly  justified  seeing 
that  coroners  all  over  the  country  had  continually  made 
representations  on  the  subject.  It  ought  to  be  said,  however, 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  remained  positively 
inert  in  the  matter  for  nearly  twenty  years,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  accused  of  trying  to  create  a  monopoly  as  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  assert.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  not 
to  interfere  with  the  chemist  and  druggist,  but  it  was  to 
enable  a  class  of  persons  who  would  be  licensed  without 
examination  to  sell  poisons  in  original  packages.  Clause  1 
states  that  notwithstanding  anything  in  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  or  in  any  other  Act,  it  shall  be  legal  for  any  firm  or 
registered  person  to  vend  poisons  for  agricultural,  horti- 
cultural, or  for  other  trade  and  technical  purposes,  but  not 
for  therapeutical  or  medicinal  use  or  for  the  preparation  of 
medicines,  provided  that  such  poisons  are  sold  in  sealed  or 
securely-fastened  buxes,  bottles,  or  other  containers  labelled 
substantially,  as  provided  by  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  was 
questionable  whether  sach  a  Bill  was  desirable,  and  at  the 
meeting  held  in  July  the  feeling  was  quite  against  having 
anything  like  an  open  sale  in  poisons. 

Mr.  Umney,  who  hid  studied  the  proposed  Bill,  said 
they  knew  him  as  a  free-trader,  but  when  free  trade  came 
to  handling  poisons  he  certainly  objected  to  put  such  into 
the  hands  of  ignorant  persons  who  were  not  properly  quali- 
fied. The  solicitors  who  drafted  the  Bill  clearly  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  fact,  that  since 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  the  Society  had  sought  a  mono- 
poly, but  so  far  back  as  1851  there  was  an  Act  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  arsenic,  which  began,  "  When  as  the  unrestricted 
sale  of  arsenic  facilitates  the  commission  of  crime."  Now, 
what  applied  fifty  years  ago  was  equally  true  to-day,  and  he 
looked  upon  any  legislation  to  sell  arsenic  by  licensed 
vendors  as  a  question  of  free  trade  in  poisons.  He  was 
aware  that  a  considerable  amount  of  inconvenience  had  been 
caused  to  certain  traders  in  not  being  able  at  all  times  to 
procure  exactly  what  they  wanted,  and  he  instanced  the 
case  of  nicotine.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proposal  that 
persons  who  sold  poisons  shoull  take  out  an  annual  licence 
would  put  back  the  hands  of  the  clock  fifty  years.  He 
thought  the  Bill  would  be  a  most  objectionable  piece  of 
legislation,  and  he  hoped  that  the  greatest  influence  would 
be  used  in  preventing  such  an  Act  becoming  law.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  was  sure,  would  raise  consider- 
able objection. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Bowley  said  that  poisoning-cases  chiefly  aro3e 
from  the  careless  of  individuals,  and  did  not  think  a  remedy 
would  be  found  in  legislation. 

Mr.  T.  Bennett  said  that  the  proposed  Bill  placed  quite  a 
number  of  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  poisons.  The  man 
must  take  out  a  licence,  then  there  were  references  and 
guarantees  required,  so  that  altogether  he  would  be  recog- 
nised as  a  responsible  trader  who  would  have  to  fulfil 
certain  requirements  in  just  the  same  manner  as  poisons  are 
now  sold.  In  doing  so  he  would  naturally  impress  upon  the 
buyer  the  danger  of  the  article  he  was  using.  Moreover,  it 
was  proposed  only  to  sell  poisons  in  closed  packages.  It 
was  rather  hard  that  they  had  now  to  go  to  the  chemist  for 
their  weed-killer  or  other  poisons,  as  it  put  a  monopoly  in  his 
hands,  and  he  (the  chemist)  usually  charged  a  high  figure. 

Mr.  Umney  said  that  one  might  obtain  a  patent-medicine 
stamp  and  licence  precisely  on  the  same  grounds.  As  a 
protection  a  man  has  to  buy  his  chlorodyne  at  the  chemist's 
instead  of  the  grocer's  or  stationer' s.  The  Legislature  pounced 
on  chlorodyne,  whereas  they  did  not  pounce  on  Beecham's 
pills. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Gilbert  (Cooper,  Brothers  &  Nephew)  quite 
agreed  with  Mr.  Umney.  The  man  who  wanted  sheep-dip 
ought  to  go  to  the  chemist  for  it.  If  the  sale  were  un- 
restricted they  would  have  retailers  hawking  it  about  in 
their  carts,  and  it  might  easily  be  mixed  with  twenty  other 
things.  The  legitimate  trade  would  suffer  instead  of 
benefiting  by  throwing  these  poisons  open  to  everybody. 
The  trade  had  gone  into  definite  channels,  and  everybody 
was  perfectly  content  to  follow  those  channels.  The 
agitation  which  resulted  in  this  Bill  did  not  begin  in  conse- 
quence of  the  carbolic-acid  restrictions  at  all — it  commenced 
at  a  time  when  horticulturists  wanted  the  sale  of  sheep- 
dips.    It  would  be  a  great  mistake  if  the  Bill  became  law. 

Mr.  Tyrer,  speaking  of  the  restrictions  from  a  manufac- 
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turer's  point  of  view  said  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  Ireland 
was  administered  on  different  lines  to  that  in  England.  The 
L.G.B.  in  Ireland  took  great  interest  in  the  working  of  the 
Act.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  drysalter  wanted  some 
corrosive  sublimate,  and  he  stipulated  it  should  be  in  a 
certain  form,  because  the  shepherds  used  to  carry  a  piece  in 
their  pocket,  and  if  they  found  an  animal  suffering  from 
sheep-rot  or  other  disease  they  would  spit  on  it  and  dab  the 
animal's  sores.  Several  cases  of  poisoning  or  salivation  were 
brought  about  by  this.  Recently  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  woke  up  to  the  fact,  and  had  the  sale  of  the  poison 
looked  after  more  strictly.  There  had  been  no  decrease  in 
the  actual  consumption,  however,  it  having  gone  into  the 
proper  channels. 

Mr.  Umney  paid  a  tribute  to  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act, 
saying  it  was  worked  more  energetically  and  more  in  the 
public  interest  than  in  England.  Although  the  two  societies 
had  nothing  is  common  they  would  both  be  against  the 
proposed  Bill.  The  present  meeting  was  small,  and  he  did 
not  think  they  could  move  a  resolution. 

Mr.  Tyrer  said  the  consensus  of  opinion  would  be  against 
the  Bill,  and  after  further  remarks  the  discussion  was 
adjourned,  it  being  understood  that  representatives  of  the 
drysalters  and  manufacturers  interested  would  be  asked  to 
attend  when  the  matter  comes  up  again. 


Business  Cbanaes, 


Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  H.  Squire,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  about  to  open 
the  premises  97  Leighton  Road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Thame,  is  opening  a  business  at  Market  Street,  Charlbury, 
Oxon. 

Mr.  J.  Plowright,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  succeeded 
to  the  business  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Hughes,  at  82  Beaconsfield  Road, 
Brighton. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Okehampton, 
has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  A.  Moore,  at  Langley,  near 
Oldbury. 

Mr.  J.  Freeman,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  vacated  his 
premises,  66  High  Road,  Balham,  S.W.,  the  lease  of  the  same 
being  for  disposal. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Sewbll,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Green,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at 
24  High  Street,  Rochester. 

Mr.  J.  Hillen  has  purchased  the  business  recently  carried 
on  by  Mr.  F.  York,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  1  Nelson 
Terrace,  Cliff  Town,  Southend. 

Messrs.  Knight  &  Milne,  chemists  and  druggists,  have 
recently  had  extensive  alterations  carried  out  at  their 
premises,  77  Atlantic  Road,  Brixton,  S.W. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  chemist,  has  disposed  of  his  business 
at  153  Queen  Street,  Portsea,  to  Mr.  S.  J.  Abbott,  who  is  now 
trading  under  the  title  of  "Abbott's  Drug-stores." 

Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Company  have  taken  the 
premises  20  High  Street,  Ilford,  E.,  which  they  will  occupy 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  are  completed. 

Messrs.  Hillman  Gane  &  Co.,  King  Street,  Hammer- 
smith, W.,  have  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Hill  & 
Sons,  essence-manufacturers  and  drug-packers,  carried  on 
for  many  years  at  Walworth,  S.E.,  all  business  transactions 
being  now  attended  to  at  Hammersmith. 


flDarnages. 


Robinson—  Seath. — At  Edinburgh,  on  October  23,  by  the 
Rev.  W.  George,  Dunfermline,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  H. 
AndersoD,  Irvine,  Vaughan  Wickerden  Robinson,  solicitor, 
Coventry,  to  Agnes  LaiDg,  daughter  of  the  late  Alexander 
Seath,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dunfermline. 


Stickland—  Carrick. — On  October  27,  at  Christ  Church, 
Ealing,  W.,  by  the  Vicar,  the  Rev.  Templeton  King,  M.A.. 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Theodore  James,  M.A.,  of  Uxbridge,  and 
the  Rev.  Hubert  C.  Green,  M.A.,  of  Beckenham,  Gilbert 
Groves  Stickland,  eldest  son  of  William  H.  Stickland,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  of  South  Kensington,  to  Morna,  third 
daughter  of  the  late  A.  W.  Carrick,  of  Uxbridge,  Middlesex. 

Wilson— Clark. — At  Spur  Cottage,  Moffat,  on  October  26, 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Somers,  B.D.,  William  S.  Wilson,  Moffat, 
chemist,  to  Euphemia  Girdwood,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Clark,  brewer,  Musselburgh. 


Beatbs, 


Burdon. — At  Spennymoor,  suddenly  on  October  24,  Mr. 
Thomas  Austen  Burdon,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  65. 
The  late  Mr.  Burdon  had  carried  on  business  in  High  Street, 
Spennymoor,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  succeeding  Mr.  Prudhoe, 
one  of  the  founders  of  Spennymoor.  Mr.  Burdon,  who  was 
at  one  time  a  prominent  figure  in  the  public  life  of  the  town, 
was  well  known  and  much  respected. 

Tilsley.— At  Bath,  on  October  28,  Dr.  John  Tilsley,  son 
of  Mr.  George  Tilsley,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  George 
Street,  Bath.  The  deceased  was  formerly  a  missionary  in 
China  at  Naucharig,  the  capital  of  Kiang  Si.  When  the 
Boxer  disturbances  broke  out  he  was  ordered  by  the  British 
Consul  to  leave  with  all  speed.  Consequently  he  fled  with  his 
wife  and  child,  and  reached  Shanghai  in  safety,  but  while 
there  bDth  Dr.  Tilsley  and  Mrs.  Tilsley  were  struck  down 
with  fever.  Upon  recovering  they  went  to  Colombo,  where 
Dr.  Tilbley  developed  dysentery.  He  afterwards  recovered 
somewhat,  and  deciding  to  return  home,  arrived  with  his 
wife  and  child  at  Southampton  on  October  25,  reaching  Bath 
about  noon.  He  was  then  extremely  weak,  and  died  the 
following  morning. 

Waller  — At  Yarmouth  on  October  26,  Mr.  George  Waller 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  68.  The  late  Mr.  Waller 
enjoyed  quite  a  local  celebrity,  and  his  advice  and  assistance 
were  often  sought.  Until  within  the  last  three  years  he 
devoted  much  study  to  mechanics.  He  was  also  an  ardent 
microscopist,  and  in  this  capacity  had  often  aided  bazaars 
and  local  institutions. 


IRecent  Wills. 


Gibbs— The  will  of  Mr.  William  Alfred  Gibbs,  of  Gillivell 
Park,  Sewardstone,  Essex,  who  died  on  August  19  last,  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  David  Gibbs,  of  the  City  Soap  Works,  has  been  proved, 
and  the  testator's  estate  has  been  valued  at  35,7327.  lis.  lid. 
gross,  including  personal  estate  of  the  net  value  of  27,253/.  8s.  9d. 
The  testator  bequeathed  to  his  wife  330?.,  the  use  and  enjoyment 
during  her  widowhood  of  Gillivell  Park  and  its  furniture,  and  a 
life  annuity  of  230?.,  to  his  daughters  whilst  unmarried  annuities 
of  1107.  each,  and  after  marriage  507.  each,  to  his  unmarried 
daughters  life  anuuities  of  1407.  each,  and  he  left  his  interest  in 
the  Gillivell  Ironworks  and  his  literary  works,  published  and  un- 
published, in  trust  for  his  four  grandsons,  leaving  the  residue  of 
his  estate  in  trust  in  equal  shares  for  his  three  sons,  the  executors 
of  the  will. 

Mandeb. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Theodore  Mander  i 
J.P.,  of  Tettenhall,  Staffs,  and  of  the  firm  of  Mander  Brothers) 
varnish  and  printing-ink  manufacturers,  Wolverhampton,  who 
died  on  September  last,  has  been  proved.  The  testator  bequeathed 
to  Mrs.  Mander  1,C00?.,  his  consumable  stores,  the  use  and  enjoy- 
ment during  her  life  of  Wightwick  Manor  and  his  indoor  and  out- 
door effects,  and  the  income  during  her  life  of  one-half  of  his 
residuary  estate.  He  left  the  residue  of  his  property,  subject  to 
Mrs.  Mander's  interest  for  life  in  one  half  thereof,  in  trust  for  all 
of  his  children,  but  the  share  of  each  of  his  sons  is  to  be  twice  as 
much  as  the  share  of  each  of  his  daughters.  Under  power  of 
articles  of  partnership,  testator  nominated  his  sons  Geoffrey  and 
Leonard  Henry,  when  respectively  twenty-five  years  of  age,  to 
succeed  to  his  share  in  the  business  carried  on  by  him  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  Benjamin  Howard  Mander  and  his  cousins 
Charles  Tertius  Mander  and  Neville  Hanbury  Mander.  The 
testator's  estate  has  been  valued  at  178,5487.  4s.  2(7.  gross,  includ- 
jng  personalty  of  the  net  value  of  142,8C07.  18s.  Id. 
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Malices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Cardiff  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  chemists  was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Mount  Stuart  Square,  on  October  24,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  desirability  of  forming  an  association  for 
Cardiff  and  district.  An  association  was  in  existence  some 
years  ago,  but  after  the  visit  of  the  B.P.C.  to  Cardiff  in  1894 
'It  was  allowed  to  lapse.  Some  twenty-five  gentlemen 
attended  the  meeting,  which  was  called  by  Mr.  John 
Munday,  a  strong  contingent  coming  from  Barry  and  also  a 
visitor  from  Newport.  Mr.  Munday  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
A  letter  of  apology  for  absence  was  read  from  Mr.  It.  Drane, 
■the  oldest  chemist  in  the  town,  in  which  he  cordially 
approved  of  the  proposal  to  re-establish  the  association,  and 
promised  an  annual  subscription.  Mr.  Jesse  Williams  also 
■wrote  expressing  regret  t  hat  he  was  unable  to  attend,  and 
■amongst  other  letters  received  was  one  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Owen, 
of  Cadoxton,  stating  that  he  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
joining  any  organisation  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests 
of  their  craft  in  the  district.  He  considered  that  chemists 
should  meet  together  and  discuss  trade-questions,  such  as 
•the  new  poison-regulations,  trade-prices  question,  and 
pharmaceutical  legislation.  Mr.  W.  T.  Hicks  also  wrote  in 
favour  of  the  formation  of  a  local  association.  After  some 
•discussion  the  officers  and  committee  were  elected  as 
follows  : — President,  Mr.  A.  Hagon  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Jones ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Munday  ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr. 
W.J.  Sanders  ;  Committee:  Messrs.  D.  Harris,  Jesse  Williams, 
R.  Mumford,  A.  Coleman,  W.  D.  Johns,  J.  A.  Rees,  and 
Bellamy  (of  Cardiff),  and  Messrs.  W.  R.  Hopkins  and 
Reynolds  (of  Barry).  The  committee  was  instructed  to 
formulate  a  constitution  for  submission  to  a  further  meeting, 
to  be  held  on  November  28.  Mr.  Gratte,  of  Newport,  was 
urged  to  take  steps  to  get  a  similar  association  formed  at 
Newport. 


Cast  Aberdeenshire  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  East  Aberdeenshire  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  October  25,  within  the 
Station  Hotel,  Maud.  Mr.  W.  Cruickshank,  President  of  the 
Association,  occupied  the  chair.  There  were  als  i  present 
Messrs.  McGregor  and  Walker  (Ellon),  Milne  (Maud),  Milne 
•(Fetheraogus),  Bremner  (Port  Enroll),  Grant  Methlick 
■and  Tocher  (Peterhead).  Mr.  J.  Johnston  (Aberdeen)  was 
present  by  invitation.  Apologies  for  absence  were  read 
from  several  members  of  the  Association  and  from  Mr.  Peter 
Boa,  chairman  of  the  Executive  of  the  North-British 
Branch,  Messrs.  Stracban  and  Cruickshank  (Aberdeen),  and 
others. 

After  dinner,  Mr.  Cruickshank  delivered  his  retiring 
address,  touching  a  variety  of  topics  of  interest  to  the 
■craft.  Speaking  in  regard  to  the  prospective  Pharmacy  Bill 
he  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  protect  pharmaceutical 
•titles.  He  then  referred  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1898, 
which  on  enactment  gave  chemists  and  druggists  a  better 
share  in  controlling  the  affairs  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  quoted  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  of 
•October  13,  in  support  of  his  view  that  legislation  could  only 
came  through  the  Society,  therefore  that  the  Society  should 
iye  supported.  That  he  took  as  a  good  reason  why  the  whole 
'trade  should  support  the  Society.  Mr.  Cruickshank  also 
referred  to  the  evils  which  cutting-prices  have  brought  upon 
•the  drug-trade,  and  concluded  by  urging  greater  friendli- 
ness between  chemists  in  all  districts  for  the  furtherance  of 
•common  interests. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  addressed  the  meeting  and  explained 
the  character  of  the  work  done  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  An  interesting  discussion  followed. 
Mr.  McGregor  (Ellon),  in  an  admirable  speech  pointed  out  the 
-extraordinary  difficulties  the  northern  pharmacist  is  now 
iplaced  in  owing  to  impossibility  of  getting  apprentices.  He 
was  certain  that  the  cause  was  the  higher  standard  of 


elementary  education  insisted  upon  by  the  Society.  Mr. 
Walker  (Ellon)  supported  Mr.  McGregor  in  his  contentions, 
but  urged  that  it  was  only  through  the  Society  any  grievance 
could  be  remedied,  and  advocated  membership  of  the 
Society  irrespective  of  whether  chem'sts  and  druggists 
approved  of  its  present  policy  or  not.  Mr.  Grant  Methlick, 
gave  reminiscences  of  the  association  in  its  early  days,  and 
was  very  pleased  to  find  it  in  so  flourishing  a  condition. 
Mr.  Milne  (Maud),  also  spoke,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Tocher,  the  President  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  address. 
Mr.  Tocher  said  it  was  highly  desirable  that  the  Society 
should  be  possessed  of  disciplinary  powers  and  that  registra- 
tion should  be  annual,  as  Mr.  Milne  had  suggested. 

Mr.  Alex.  Milne  (Maud),  was  elected  President  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  Mr.  Tocher  was  re-elected  Secretary.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  his  name  should  be  suggested  as 
Divisional  Secretary  of  the  district. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Church  Institute,  Leeds,  on  October  26.  Mr.  E.  Yewdall 
(President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Pollitt)  dealt  with  the  com- 
pany-legislation of  the  past  session,  and  the  steps  taken  by 
the  Association  to  secure  the  rejection  of  the  objectionable 
clauses  in  the  Companies  Bill.  The  Council  recorded  with 
deep  regret  the  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Association,  whose  interest  in  and  devotion  to 
all  questions  affecting  the  trade  made  his  decease  a  great 
loss  not  only  to  the  Association,  but  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  The 
financial  statement  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  11.  8s.  Id. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Geo.  Ward,  F.I.C.,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Johnson. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
President,  Mr.  E.  Yewdall  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  F.  W.  Bran- 
son, F.I.C.,  F.C.S. ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  G.  H.  Worfolk,  Ilkley  ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  D.  Pollitt ;  Council :  Messrs.  G.  H. 
Jackson,  W.  Johnson,  F.  C.  Long,  T.  J.  Preston,  S.  Taylor, 
and  G.Ward,  F.I  C,  F.C.S. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  Branson  exhibited  a  gallon  tin 
for  the  storage  of  carbolic  acid,  which  was  constructed  in 
conformity  with  the  poisons  regulations,  being  distinguish- 
able by  touch. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  Octo- 
ber 26,  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  F.C.S.,  in  the 
chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance,  and  letters  were  read 
from  Mr.  W.  Spencer  Turner,  Dr.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Dr.  J. 
Reynolds  Green,  and  Mr.  M.  M.  Pattison-Muir,  M.A.,  com- 
plying with  invitations  to  deliver  lectures  before  the  Society. 
The  Treasurer's  statement  showed  a  slight  falling-off  in  the 
membership,  but  still  a  substantial  balance  in  hand. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  B.  S.  Campkin),  in  the  course 
of  his  report,  alluded  to  the  pharmaceutical  events  of  the 
year,  mentioning  particularly  the  scheduling  of  caibolic 
acid  and  the  rejection  of  the  iniquitous  Clause  2  in  the 
Companies  Bill.  During  the  past  year  seven  meetings  had 
been  held,  and  the  attendance  was  well  up  to  the  average. 
Mostly  the  meetings  were  of  a  business  character,  but  the 
lecture  by  Dr.  E.  Lloyd  Jones  was  especially  noted.  The 
report  concluded  with  a  reference  to  the  successful  outing 
to  Hunstanton,  at  which  everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves. 

Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  in  resigning  office  as  President, 
thanked  the  Society  for  the  complimentary  letter  they  bad 
sent  him  after  their  last  meeting,  and  for  the  way  they  had 
appreciated  his  modest  services. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  Mr.  A.  Sidney 
Campkin  was  unanimously  elected  President,  the  Vice- 
Presidents  being  Mr.  Alderman  Deck  and  Mr.  E.  Savills 
Peck  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  F.  Cook  ;  and  Secretary,  Mr.  B.  Sidney 
Campkin ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Addison,  White,  McAvoy, 
Parson,  Harris,  and  Course. 

Mr.  Deck  having  intimated  his  intention  of  giving  up  the 
post  of  Divisional  Secretary  to  the  Society  for  Cambridge, 
Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin  was  recommended  as  a  suitable 
successor. 
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The  President,  in  thanking  the  meeting  for  the  honour 
conferred  upon  him,  said  the  obnoxious  clause  in  the 
Companies  Bill  having  been  got  rid  of,  their  next  policy 
would  be  constructive,  and  he  trusted  would  be  for  the 
benefit  not  only  of  chemists  as  a  body  but  the  public 
generally.  With  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  new 
House  of  Commons,  it  remained  to  be  seen  whether  their 
prospects  were  to  be  brighter  as  to  the  recognition  of 
company  trading,  for  it  had  been  stated  that  company 
influence  in  Parliament  was  still  large,  no  fewer  than  279 
of  the  670  members  being  company  directors.  He  (Mr. 
Campkin)  relied  upon  them  all  to  assist  him  during  the 
forthcoming  year  to  make  the  influence  of  the  Association 
again  felt,  not  only  locally,  but  upon  the  Council  of  the 
Society  and  upon  Parliament.  He  proposed  to  deliver  an 
inaugural  address  upon  matters  affecting  pharmacy  generally 
at  the  next  meeting 

Votes  of  thanks  having  been  accorded  to  the  past  officers, 
the  business  of  the  meeting  concluded. 


Exeter  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  (President),  on  October  26,  presided  over 
a  meeting  of  this  Association  at  the  Albert  Memorial 
Museum,  Exeter.  On  the  motion  of  the  President  a  vote  of 
condolence  was  unanimously  accorded  to  Mr.  J.  Hinton 
Lake  in  his  recent  bereavement. 

Mr.  Lake,  having  thanked  the  Association  for  their  kind- 
ness, intimation  was  made  of  his  resignation  of  the  position 
of  Local  Secretary,  and  Mr.  D.  Keid  was  chosen  as  his 
successor.  Mr.  Stocker  gave  notice  of  a  motion  with 
reference  to  Sunday-trading. 


Plymouth  Chemists'  Association. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  meeting  of  the  Plymouth, 
Devonport,  Stonehouse  and  District  Chemists'  Association 
was  held  at  the  Association's  room  at  Plymouth,  on 
Wednesday,  October  31.  Mr.  F.  Maitland  presided,  and 
among  those  present  were  Messrs.  W.  H.  Woods  (Treasurer), 
J.  Cocks,  J.  Barge,  W.  Condy  UTten,  F.  W.  Hunt,  C.  T. 
Weary,  F.  W.  Manning,  M.  Johnson,  C.  J.  Park,  J.  Davy 
Turney,  and  G.  Breeza  (Hon.  Secretary) 

The  Committee,  in  their  annual  report,  stated  that  the 
membership  was  fully  maintained  amongst  the  senior  section, 
but  there  was  a  slight  falling-off  amongst  the  juniors.  The 
monthly  committee  and  quarterly  members'  meetings  had 
been  held  as  usual  during  the  year,  and  several  matters  of 
interest  affecting  pharmacy  had  been  discussed.  The 
attendance  at  the  committee-meetings  had  been  up  to  the 
average,  but  the  quarterly  meetings  of  members  had  not 
been  so  well  supported.  The  Companies  Bill  was  discussed 
and  action  taken  in  respect  to  it ;  and  the  organisation  of 
chemists  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  was  considered,  and  com- 
munications were  sent  to  Truro  and  Torquay  to  ascertain  the 
feelings  of  chemists  there,  but  nothing  definite  had  been 
arrived  at.  Other  matters  dealt  with  were  referred  to,  in- 
cluding the  work  of  the  Educational  Committee,  which  is 
now  practically  over,  as  no  classes  will  be  held  by  the 
Association  during  this  winter,  the  technical  schools  pro- 
viding for  the  junior  members  of  the  Association.  With 
regard  to  the  trade  section,  the  Hon.  Secretary  reported 
that  during  the  year  several  additions  had  been  made  to  the 
list  of  proprietary  articles,  and  that  the  membership  had 
been  increased  by  three.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Woods)  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  21.  Is.  6d. 
On  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report,  some  conver- 
sation took  place  as  to  the  falling  off  in  junior  members  and 
in  regard  to  the  library.  The  question  of  keeping  the  books 
was  referred  to  the  committee,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Manning,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Officers  for  the  Ensuing  Year 

were  then  appointed  as  follows :— President,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Woods  ;  Past-Presidents,  Messrs.  Jas.  Cocks,  C.  J.  Park,  and 
F.  Maitland ;  Vice-President  for  Plymouth,  Mr.  F.  W.  Hunt ; 
Vice-President  for  Devonport,  Mr.  S.  A.  Perkins ;  Vice- 
President  for  Stonehouse,  Mr.  R.  D.  Doble ;  Councillors  for 
Plymouth,  Messrs.  G.  Breeze,  Condy  U'Ren,  and  J.  Davy 
Turney  ;  Councillors  for  Devonport,  Messrs.  C.  T.  Weary  and 


W.  Dyer  ;  Councillor  for  Stonehouse,  Mr.  A.  Frayn  ;  Coun- 
cillors for  Junior  Section,  Messrs.  H.  Ross  and  S.  Keen  ; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Barge ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Jas. 
Cocks  ;  Auditors,  Messrs.  H.  P.  Hearder  and  F.  A.  Goodwin. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Woods,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cocks, 
Mr.  Morgan  was  heartily  thanked  for  conducting  classes  last 
year. 

Trade  Defence. 

Mr.  Cocks  said  be  supposed  most  of  the  members  were 
also  members  of  the  Trade-defence  Section,  in  connection 
with  which  they  agreed  that  in  case  a  member  was  prose- 
cuted a  meeting  should  be  called,  and  if  it  was  considered 
that  the  member  prosecuted  should  be  defended  they  paid  a 
certain  sum.  It  had  occurred  to  him  whether  the  same  idea 
could  not  be  worked  with  regard  to  the  Idemnity  Fund. 
They  might  agree  to  pay  a  certain  amount,  signing  for  three 
years,  and  if  any  member  had  to  pay  an  amount  for  a  mishap 
in  any  way  they  would  be  called  up.  There  were  over  thirty 
in  the  Trade-defence  Section,  so  that  if  each  agreed  to  pay 
51.  in  the  event  of  either  beiDg  called  upon  to  pay,  they 
would  have  150^.  for  the  purpose.  The  subscription  to  the 
Indemnity  Fund  was  10s.  Qd.  a  year.  A  local  fund  would  be 
the  means  of  cementing  the  members  of  the  Association,  and 
they  would  feel  that  there  was  an  assurance  that  in  case  of 
accident  there  was  something  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  Chairman  considered  that  the  Trade  Protection 
Society  [?C.D.A.]was  the  best  form  of  providing  for  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Park  understood  that  Mr.  Cocks's  idea  was  to  extend 
the  present  system  ;  and  that  they  would  not  attempt  to  de- 
fend a  member  unless  he  had  done  something  unwittingly. 

Mr.  Weary  thought  that  it  should  be  understood  that  if  a 
mistake  occurred  in  dispensing  and  a  local  fund  were  raised 
for  that  purpose,  it  should  be  handed  over  to  the  member, 
who  should  not  te  left  in  doubt  to  the  last  moment  as  to 
whether  the  sum  would  b3  paid  or  not. 

The  Chairman  said  they  would  have  to  sit  like  a  jury  on 
themselves,  and  there  would  be  difficulties.  Unless  there 
was  a  large  fund  it  would  not  work. 

Mr.  Johnson  thought  a  local  fund  would  be  difficult  to 
work. 

Mr.  Condy  U'Ren  thought  Mr.  Cocks's  idea  a  very  good 
one.  He  belonged  to  the  CD. A.,  but  would  ba  willing  to 
join  a  local  fund. 

The  Chairman  believed  a  local  fund  would  fall  at  the 
first  case. 

Mr.  Weary  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  fail  on  principle 
any  more  than  the  Trade-defence  Section,  as  the  principle 
was  the  same  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Cocks  did  not  want  to  force  the  question.  He  had 
only  mentioned  it  as  a  feeler. 

Mr.  Davy  Turney  believed  the  first  case  would  settle  it. 

Mr.  Breeze  was  afraid  they  would  have  difficulty  in 
getting  the  funds  paid  in. 

It  was  decided  to  discuss  the  question  further  at  the  next 
quarterly  meeting. 

The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  November  28. 

Constitutional  Changes. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Park,  seconded  by  Mr.  Woods,  it 
was  decided — 

That  Rule  No.  9  be  altered  to  read  "  that  seven  members 
instead  of  nine  should  form  a  quorum  at  any  ordinary  meeting." 

Mr.  Condy  U'Ren  moved — 

That  Rule  No.  16  be  rescinded,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  voting- 
papers  shall  be  sent  to  all  members  not  less  than  seven  days 
previous  to  the  annual  meeting,  such  pipers  being  filled  up  and 
sent  to  the  Secretary,  or  handed  in  to  the  Chairman  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  meeting. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Weary  and  carried. 

The  Chairman  thanked  members  and  committee  for  their 
support,  and  said  the  past  year  had  passed  pleasantly 
and  satisfactorily.  The  Association  was  deeply  indebted  to 
the  retiring  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  G.  Breeze)  and  Hon. 
Treasurer  (Mr.  Woods). 

Dispensers'  Association. 

The  Public  and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association  held  the 
first  meeting  for  the  winter  at  St.  Bride's  Institute,  E.C.,  on 
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Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  Noad  Clarke,  the  President, 
was  supported  by  a  score  of  members.  After  a  friendly  chat 
of  about  half-an-hour's  duration,  Mr.  Forster  (Secretary) 
read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  in  June,  and  Mr.  Duff 
introduced  a  proposal  to  hold  a  smoking-concert  in  the 
course  of  the  session.  The  members  discussed  this  with 
vigour,  and  at  first  ladies  were  threatened  as  a  feature  of 
the  social  evening ;  but  when  one  of  the  champions  of  the 
fair  sex  blandly  assured  the  meeting  that  he  proposed  to 
bring  five  with  him  the  vote  promptly  disfranchised  him, 
and  it  was  decided  to  confine  the  concert  to  the  sterner  sex. 
It  will  be  held  in  December  or  January.  Good  talent  will  be 
arranged  for,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  attendance  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  be  large.  The  subject  of  the  evening 
was 

Labels, 

introduced  by  Mr.  Welford,  dispenser  at  Colney  Hatch 
Asylum.  It  was  a  thoughtful  paper,  for  Mr.  Welford  con- 
tended that  dispensers  have  their  duties  as  the  auxiliaries  of 
medical  officers  to  carry  out  the  course  of  treatment  pre- 
scribed. He  touched  upon  the  many  difficulties  which 
dispensers  in  public  institutions  have  to  contend  with,  chief 
of  which  is  the  thoughtlessness  of  poor  patients,  who  some- 
times consume  a  week's  supply  of  medicine  in  two  days, 
with  therapeutic  results  undreamt  of  by  the  prescriber,  and 
too  frequently  unaccounted  for.  To  reach  the  ideal  condition 
when  medicines  shall  be  sent  out  from  charitable  institutions 
in  the  best  possible  containers  and  with  explicit  directions 
which  the  dullest  of  persons  could  not  misinterpret,  Mr. 
Welford  thought  must  be  of  slow  attainment,  but  he  con- 
sidered that  the  ordinary  small  slip-label  printed  in 
microscopic  type  is  the  first  thing  to  sacrifice  in  the 
cause  of  reform.  This  should  be  replaced,  he  said,  with 
a  good  label,  bearing  in  the  first  place  a  statement  as 
to  the  number  of  doses  dispensed,  so  that  the  prescriber  may 
observe  whether  the  treatment  has  been  adhered  to  or  not, 
and  secondly,  the  directions  should  be  printed  in  good  bold 
type.  The  label  which,  he  thought,  would  meet  the  case, 
should  take  the  following  form  : — ■ 

THIS    BOTTLE    CONTAINS    12  DOSES. 

</ 

TWO  TABLESPOONFULS   TO   BE   TAKEN  THREE 
TIMES   A  DAY. 

-2d-  J2$ 


'S/titcf-    yfiacta.  "Ip. 


COLNEY    HATCH  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  Welford's  paper  was  good,  and  it  was  followed  by  an 
admirable  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which  the  practice  in 
poor-law  dispensaries  and  hospitals  was  related  by  members. 
It  transpired  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that  the 
.inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  have  during  the 
present  year  taken  particular  notice  of  the  manner  in  which 
poisons  are  kept  and  dispensed  in  dispensaries  in  their 
districts,  the  idea  of  the  L.G.B.  being  that  the  regulations 
for  the  keeping  and  dispensing  of  poisons  should  apply  to 
such  dispensaries.  The  question  was  also  raised  as  to  the 
incidence  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  upon  such  institutions,  and 
it  was  suggested  that  the  labels  on  poisonous  preparations 
should  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  institution,  for 
although  the  exemptions  of  Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
do_  not  include  these  institutions,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Act  should  be  adhered  to  by  dispensers.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  contended  that  they  are  wholly  outside 
the  Act,  and  the  Secretary  quoted  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which,  however, 


transpired  to  be  in  regard  to  the  regulations  for  the  keeping 
and  dispensing  of  poisons  that  came  into  force  last  year. 


Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the 
Grand  Hotel  on  October  25.  It  was  well  attended,  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
Councillor  H.  J.  Turnbull  (President),  II.  H.  Bell  (Vice- 
President),  J.  Mitchinson  (Treasurer),  A.  W.  Golightly 
(Secretary).  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  form 
the  committee :  — Alderman  Harrison,  Messrs.  Nurse, 
Robson,  Turnbull,  jun.,  Fairman,  llanken,  and  J.  G. 
Harrison.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  on 
December  19,  and  a  committee  was  formed  for  that  purpose. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

The  syllabus  of  this  Association   gives  promise  of  an 
interesting  session.    The  fixtures  are  as  follows  : — 
1900 

Nov.  14.—"  Shop  Life,"  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor. 

„    28.—"  Light,"  Mr.  M.  MeMrum,  Ph.C. 
Dec.  12.— "The  Organic  Compounds  of  the  B.P.,"  Mr.  P 
Irvine,  Ph.C. 

„     26. — "The  Races  of  Mankind"  (with  limelight  illustra- 
tions), Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  M.P.S. 

1901 

Jan.    9. — Conversazione. 
,,     23. — "Fruits:  their  Forms  and  Modes  of  Dispersion" 
(with  limelight  illustrations),  Mr.  B.  Cockburn, 
Ph.C. 

Feb.    6.—"  Facts  about  Water,"  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  Ph.C. 

„     20.—"  Ambition,"  Mr.  J.  Thomson. 
Mar.   6.— Lecture,  Mr.  J.  Lothian,  Ph.C. 

„    20. — Open  discussion,  "  Assistants'  Grievances,"  introduced 
by  Mr.  J.  J.  Sturgeon. 

„    27. — Closing  Conversazione. 


personalities. 


Lord  Lister  is  retiring  from  the  presidency  of  the  Royal 
Society.    A  physicist  or  chemist  will  succeed  him. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Cousins,  who  for  some  years  was  Lecturer  in 
Chemistry  at  the  South-Eastern  Agricultural  College,  Wye, 
Kent,  has  been  appointed  General  and  AgriculturarChemist 
by  the  Government  of  Jamaica. 

Mr.  John  H.  Francis,  who  has  for  some  time  past  been 
covering  the  North-Eastern  District  of  England  for  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Bristol  and 
Welsh  territory.  Mr.  A.  H.  Mossom  has  been  appointed  to 
the  district  vacated  by  Mr.  Francis. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  curator  of  the  Museums  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  has  been  elected  a 
honorary  member  of  the  Society  of  Swiss  Pharmacists.  This 
honour  was  at  the  same  time  conferred  upon  M.  Guignard, 
Director  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  W.  Popplewell  Bloxam,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  has  been 
awarded  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London  the 
further  sum  of  50/.  from  the  Goldsmiths'  Company's  Research 
Grant  in  recognition  of  his  chemical  investigations  into  the 
methods  of  separating  diphtheritic  antitoxins. 

Mr.  L.  N.  Corden,  chemist  and  druggist,  Pulborough, 
Sussex,  was  presented  with  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  an 
illuminated  address,  and  a  purse  of  sovereigns  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pulborough  and  neighbourhood  on  October  24  in 
recognition  of  the  valuable  services  he  has  rendered  to  the 
parish  and  district  during  the  years  he  has  been  resident 
among  them.  Mr.  Corden  has  been  churchwarden  for  several 
years,  and  is  a  colour-sergeant  in  the  local  Volunteers,  a 
bell-ringer,  treasurer  of  the  Oddfellows,  and  secretary  of  the 
flower  show,  whilst  he  has  acted  in  various  capacities  during 
his  residence  in  Pulborough.  Mr.  Corden  was  also  secretary 
of  the  cricket  club,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  starting  ; 
manager  of  theatrical  and  other  entertainments,  librarian' 
parish  councillor,  and  secretary  of  the  orchestral  society. 
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Scientific  progress. 


Kaempferla  Oil. — Thia  oil  has  been  the  subject  of  an  ex- 
haustive research  by  Van  Komburg,  who  has  isolated  from  it  a 
crystalline  body  melting  at  50°,  and  which  has  the  formula 
CqoHj  403,  and  which  on  saponification  yields  ethyl  alcohol  and 
methoxy-cinnamic  acid.  This  body  is,  therefore,  the  ethyl  ester 
of  the  above-named  acid.  The  only  other  constituents  which 
could  be  identified  were  a  small  quantity  of  a  terpene  boiling  at 
about  165°,  and  a  deep-blue  oil  which  is  in  all  probability  a 
esquiterpene. — Apotheker  Zeitung,  1900,  723. 

Oil  J  of  Orinje  - In  the  current  issue  of  their  Berichte 
Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.  state  that  according  to  the  mo  it  recent 
researches  carried  out  in  their  laboratory,  the  oil  of  swest-orauge 
contains  the  following  constituents  : — Deeyl  aldehyde,  linalol, 
terpineol,  nonyl  alcohol,  and  caprylic  acid  in  the  form  of  esters. 
Messrs.  Schimmel  forget  to  point  out  that  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  of  April  28,  1900,  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  reported  that  he  had 
isolated  linalol  from  this  oil ;  aho  that  he  had  obtained  butyric 
acid  from  the  ester  mixture,  and  insoluble  fatty  acids  in  too  small 
quantity  for  complete  examination,  but  which  probably  belonged 
o  the  caproic  and  caprylic  serie3. 

Conifer  Oils.— In  a  series  of  papers  dealing  with  the  resins 
of  certain  of  the  conifers  (Archiv.  cler  Pharmacie,  1900,  408), 
Tschirch  gives  an  account  of  two  new  essential  oils  obtained  from 
the  same  sources.  That  from  Larix  decidua  was  obtained  to  the 
extent  of  15  to  16  per  cent,  of  the  turpentine,  and  was  a  colourless 
oil,  boiling  between  155°  and  170°  C,  the  chief  part  distilling  at 
157°.  After  this  oil  was  distilled,  a  second,  less  volatile,  oil  was 
obtained  to  the  extent  of  about  5  to  6  per  cent.,  which  boiled  at 
190°.  The  freshly-distilled  light  oil  was  a  liquid  of  characteristic 
turpentine  odour,  of  sp.  gr.  0'872,  with  a  secondary  odour  of 
nutmeg  and  lavender.  The  oil  from  Abies  pectinata,  which  is 
yielded  to  the  extent  of  about  30  per  cent,  of  the  turpentine,  is  a 
colourless  oil,  of  sp.  gr.  0'860,  and  boiling  chiefly  between  148° 
and  165°,  the  chief  fraction  being  obtained  between  162°  and  163°. 
It  possesses  a  faint  greenish  fluorescence,  and  has  an  odour  of 
lemon  and  melissa.  Further,  by  the  distillation  of  the  turpentine 
with  aqueous  caustic  potash,  traces  of  volatile  matter  are  obtained 
with  an  odour  of  roses  and  neroli. 

Rhamnocitrin.— By  extracting  the  fruits  of  Hhamnus 
cathartica  with  water  Tschirch  has  obtained  a  yellow  crystalline 
body  of  the  formula  C13H10O5.  It  is  insoluble  in  hot  water, 
alcohol,  benzene,  toluene,  ether,  and  chloroform.  It  dissolves  in 
acetone  and  acetic  acid.  The  crystals,  when  dried  at  120°  C,  melt 
at  221°,  and  sublime  in  yellow  needles,  so  that  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  body  is  a  glucoside.  It  yields  a  triacetyl  derivative,  which 
forms  white  needles  melting  at  199°.  It  appears  to  be  a  dihydro- 
trioxyxanthone.  A  second  body  was  also  obtained  which  the 
author  calls  rhamnolutin.  This  body  forms  crystals  melting  at 
above  260°,  with  previous  decomposition,  and  possesses  the 
formula  C15H]0Ofi.  It  yields  a  tetra-acetyl  derivative,  which 
forms  white  needles  melting  at  182°.  It  appears  to  be  a  body 
related  to  quercitrin.  Rhamnochrysin  was  also  obtained  in 
minute  quantities  in  orange- yellow  needles  melting  at  225°,  and 
of  the  formula  C13H1207.  This  body  appears  to  be  an  oxidation- 
product  of  rhamnocitrin.  An  isomer  of  rhamnocitrin  was  found 
in  the  watery  extract,  and  separated  by  shaking  this  with  ether. 
It  is  termed  /3-rhamnocitrin,  and  melts  at  260°.  It  yields  a 
diacetyl  derivative  melting  at  190°. 

Colour-reaction  for  Citral.— Mr.  H.  E.  Burgess  recently 
described  to  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts  a  new  colour- reaction 
for  citral.  The  reagent  is  prepared  by  dissolving  10  grammes  of 
mercuric  sulphate  in  25  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid,  and  making  up 
to  100  c.c.  with  the  same  diluent.  Two  cubic  centimetres  of  the 
substance  to  be  examined  is  placed  in  a  small  phial  fitted  with  a 
cork,  and  5  c.c.  of  the  reagent  added.  After  vigorously  shaking, 
any  change  in  colour  is  noted,  and  again  after  standing  ten 
minutes.  A  porcelain  tile  may  be  used  when  small  quantities 
only  are  available.  Citral  yields  a  bright  red  colour  on  shaking, 
which  rapidly  disappears,  and  at  the  same  time  a  whitish  com- 
pound is  formed,  which  floats  on  top  of  the  aqueous  portion. 
Citronellal  forms  a  bright  yellow  colour  on  shaking,  which  retains 
its  colour  for  some  time.  Limonene  forms  an  evanescent  faint 
flesh  colour,  and  leaves  a  white  compound  behind.  Linalyl  acetate 
gives  a  brilliant  violet  colour,  permanent,  and  increasing  in  depth 
slightly.  Linalol  gives  a  deep  violet  colour  quickly ;  eugenol  a 
slight  violet  colour  on  standing ;  carophyllene  a  yellowish  com- 
pound ;  terpineol  a  flesh  colour  and  precipitate.  Cinnamic  alde- 
hyde, formic  aldehyde,  benzaldehyde,  and  anisic  aldehyde  give  no 
reaction.  Oil  of  cassia  gives  a  yellowish  compound  floating  on  the 
oil;  oil  of  cinnamon  a  brown  compound  and  slight  violet-coloured 
aqueous  portion ;  on  standing  the  whole  becomes  a  black  solid 
mass.  Oil  of  cloves,  on  shaking  and  standing  some  time,  gives  a 
violet  colour  in  the  aqueous  portion,  which  increases  on  standing. 


ftbe  pharmaceutical  Hvtar^ 


The  Executive  Bird. 

This  is  the  King[fisher]  of  the  cocks  o'  the  north.  Its 
perch  is  a  reed  that  was  transplanted  from  the  South  by  a 
predecessor  of  its  own — a  cage-companion  of  Jacobus  Belli. 
The  perch  is  not  at  present  an  enviable  position  for  a  bird  of 
genial  instincts  like  the  Kingfisher,  which  prefers  the 
music  of  the  reel  to  the  rattle  of  glass,  but  is  not  deaf  to  the 
pitiful  chirping  of  Bloomsbury -plucked  chickens.  Is  seen  afe 
its  best  when  diving  into  galenical  problems  like  powder- 
mixing  and  ointment-stirring.  Would  rather  that  the  cocks 
o'  the  north  did  the  same,  and  let  the  Secretary  birds  pluck 
the  chickens  as  they  please. 


at  tbe  Counter. 


The  New  Girl. — A  country  womaD,  discussing  her 
daughter's  ailments,  asked  the  chemist's  advice  as  to  which 
would  be  best  to  give  her—  cod-liver  oil  or  some  other 
medicine.  After  further  consideration  she  at  last  decided  on 
the  cod-liver  oil,  saying  :  "  I  think,  sir,  I'll  take  the  cod- 
liver  oil,  as  the  puir  lassie's  terribly  emancipated." 

Misunderstood. — An  old  woman  entered  the  chemist's? 
shop  in  an  Aberdeenshire  village  for  some  ointment  for  her 
husband  who  had  received  an  injury  to  his  head,  which  the- 
doctor   described  as  a  severe  abrasion  of  the  temple. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  your  husband,  Mrs.  M  ?  "  said 

the  chemist  as  she  handed  over  the  doctor's  prescriptioB. 
"  Oh,  it's  a  verra  bad  thing  he's  got.  The  doctor  said  it  was 
a  brazen  pimple." 

One  Shake  per  Year. — In  a  small  village  in  the  North 
of  Scotland  there  used  to  be  an  old  worthy  who  dealt  in 
drugs,  particularly  for  children's  ailments.  If  your  child 
was  ill,  you  went  to  old  Jamie  for  some  of  his  "  powder,'" 
and  his  first  question  was  always,  "  How  old  is  the  child  1  "~ 
If  you  said  "  three,"  down  came  the  bottle,  and  you  got 
three  shakes  out  of  it  into  a  blue  paper.  If  your  answer 
was  "  four  "  you  got  four  shakes  from  the  bottle,  if  "  five  "" 
you  got  five  shakes,  a  so  on — a  shake  for  every  year.  It  was 
then  carefully  folded  up,  and  you  were  instructed  to  "give 
him  that,  and  he'll  maybe  be  all  right  the  mom." 
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©teenmtlons  anfc>  TReflectton0* 

By  Xratsbr. 


The  Privy  Council  Letter  from  which  I  quoted  last 
week  (dated  January  28,  1886)  mentioned  a  reason  for 
rejecting  the  by-laws  then  under  consideration,  other  than 
the  illegality  of  imposing  a  curriculum,  and  it  was  one 
which  has  been  curiously  ignored,  or  at  least  disregarded, 
ever  since.  "  The  Lord  President,"  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  observed,  "  is  advised  that  the  members  of 
the  Society  in  special  general  meeting  have  no  right  to 
propose  amendments  to  the  by-laws  which  are  submitted 
to  them,  but  have  the  right  to  have  each  by-law  submitted 
to  them  separately,  and  cannot  be  required  to  accept  or 
reject  the  propositions  of  the  Council  en  bloc ;  and  that  if 
the  by-laws  have  not  been  submitted  separately  to  the  Society 
they  cannot  properly  be  confirmed  by  the  Council."  A  good 
many  by-laws  have  been  improperly  confirmed  by  the  Privy 
Council  since  then,  more  than  one  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  having  contumaciously  refused  to  submit 
the  individual  by-laws  of  a  group  to  the  members  of  the 
Society  in  special  general  meeting  separately.  This  ruling 
was,  I  believe,  maintained  against  Dr.  Symes  at  the  last 
special  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  the  Scotch  complainers 
should  take  notice  of  it.  If  the  Privy  Council's  law  is  the 
same  now  as  it  was  in  1883,  the  objection  should  be  fatal. 

*  *         *  * 

The  Winter  Session  is  now  in  full  swing  and  furnishes 
a  choice  of  material  for  comment.  One  of  the  best  things 
reported  last  week  was  the  epigram  which  served  as  the  text 
of  Mr.  Dewhirst's  presidential  address  to  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association.  That  gentleman,  himself  a  distin- 
guished pharmaceutical  student,  has  discovered  rather  early 
in  his  career  that  all  is  vanity,  and  he  maintains  that 
"  while  pharmacists  are  using  less  and  less  knowledge  in 
their  business  they  are  required  to  get  more  and  more." 
This  bright  saying  has  the  advantage  over  some  that  we 
hear  in  that  it  has  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in  it.  The 
equipment  now  thought  necessary  for  a  pharmacist  by  our 
ruling  authorities  is  as  vast  and  various  as  the  luggage  a 
lady  takes  to  a  fashionable  watering-place.  But  there  is  the 
difference  that  the  lady  unpacks  her  boxes  and  wears  all  her 
dresses.  The  pharmacist  seldom  opens  one  of  his  packages 
after  he  starts  on  his  life  journey.  If  he  does  he  is  not  very 
likely  to  find  the  thing  he  wants. 

*  *  *  * 

But  it  is  not  the  Fact  that  chemists]  use  less  know- 
ledge than  they  once  did  in  their  businesses.  They  certainly 
do  not  spend  half  their  days  making  second-rate  tinctures, 
pills,  and  extracts,  as  their  ancestors  did,  and  it  may  be  a 
melancholy  reflection  that  in  certain  establishments  the  once 
mysterious-looking  department  marked  "  Laboratory  "  has 
been  converted  into  a  showroom.  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  it  would  not  have  paid  better  to  keep  up  the  old  door 
with  its  suggestive  legend  ;  but  this  course  would  perhaps 
Outrage  the  Veracities,  as  Carlyle  would  have  said  But 
that  there  are  more  opportunities  for  the  profitable  utilisation 
of  scientific  knowledge  than  formerly  is  an  obvious  fact. 
There  are  analyses,  and  the  endless  applications  of  chemistry 
to  arts  and  manufactures  which  in  hundreds  of  places  can  be 
exploited ;  and  there  are,  besides,  such  side-lines  as  photo- 
graphy, the  Kontgen  rays,  optics  (by  which  I  mean  the  sale 
of  spectacles),  and  the  new  fields  of  enterprise  which  modern 
bacteriological  research  has  opened  up.  The  sad  thing, 
however,  is  to  :e  member  how  slender  is  the  thread  which 


connects  all  these  with  the  subjects  the  candidate  is  required 
to  pretend  to  be  familiar  with  in  the  examination-room. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  Speech  at  the  Sheffield  dinner  was 
well  worth  the  lengthy  report  given  it  in  last  week's  C.  D. 
It  is  undoubtedly  to  the  direct  interest  of  competent 
pharmacists  that  the  general  authority  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  regard  to  galenicals 
should  be  maintained.  A  standard  which  shifts  with  every 
circumstance,  magistrates  who  have  only  sympathy  for  the 
retailer  whose  spirit  of  nitre  has  lost  its  virtue  by  keeping, 
and  defences  which  suggest  that  you  can  only  get  the  best 
medicines  if  you  ask  for  them  in  certain  technical  terms,  are 
as  injurious  to  our  businesses  as  they  are  discreditable  to  our 
reputations.  All  the  same,  it  is  not  quite  fair  to  group 
together  in  one  category,  as  Mr.  Allen  does,  all  "  the  attempts 
now  being  so  persistently  made  to  displace  the  Pharmacopoeia 
from  the  position  it  had  held  in  the  past."  Generally  these 
attempts,  and  Dr.  Attfield's  comments  in  particular,  have 
been  legitimate  protests  against  the  eagerness  of  some 
analysts  to  snatch  convictions  on  merely  technical  points 
and  the  frequently  lazy  acquiescence  of  magistrates  in  the 
easy  theory'  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  unquestionable 
standard  for  everything  named  in  its  pages. 

•A  *  *  * 

The  Bradford  Chemists  scored  heavily  during  the 
election.  They  caught  all  their  members,  I  think,  and 
harnessed  them  to  their  chariot.  "  Brief  me,"  said  one,  "  and  I 
will  be  your  advocate  in  the  House  of  Commons."  The  risky 
readiness  of  the  candidates  to  commit  themselves  to  an 
undefined  policy  was  a  little  suspicious,  but  perhaps  it 
justified  their  interviewers  in  dictating  fairly  stiff  terms  to  a 
Legislature  which  they  might  fairly  assume  was  under  their 
feet.  But  the  pharmacists  of  Bradford  will  have  need  of  all 
the  amiable  docility  of  their  members  if  these  are  to  be 
induced  to  back  such  a  Bill  as  Mr.  Waddington  sketched, 
and  his  colleagues  unanimously  agreed  to  last  week.  That 
such  proposals  should  be  seriously  advocated  is  enough  to 
make  one  despair  of  any  future  legislation.  There  is  no  chance 
whatever  that  Parliament  will  stop  companies  from  keeping 
chemists'  shops";  or  will  to  any  great  extent  restrict  the  sale  of 
medicines  to  chemists  ;  or  will  be  tricked  into  extending 
exemption  from  jury-service  in  the  way  suggested  ;  or  will 
compel  anybody  to  subscribe  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ; 
or  will  give  any  interested  body  the  power  of  removing 
names  from  the  register ;  or  will  interfere  with  doctors 
dispensing  for  the  benefit  of  chemists.  It  is  as  well  to  state 
these  facts  bluntly,  for  a  good  many  chemists  not  in  Bradford 
only  are  looking  for  some  of  these  proposals  in  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill,  and  will  revile  it  if  they  should  not  be  found 
therein.  The  Bill  may  or  may  not  contain  such  clauses ;  if 
any  of  them  should  be  there  it  may  be  taken  for  certain  that 
the  Council  are  merely  playing  with  their  constituents,  for 
they  know  quite  well  that  they  cannot  pass  one  of  them. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Medical  Eegister  is  the  concentration  of  all  the 
work  of  the  General  Medical  Council.  As  such  it  might  be 
kept  a  little  more  accurately.  The  Lancet  last  week  printed 
a  column  of  names  of  doctors  which  have  appeared  in  its 
own  or  other  obituary-lists  between  1892  and  1898  and 
which  still  figure  in  the  register  of  1900.  It  also  gave  the 
names  of  six  persons  who  qualified  between  1817  and  1824, 
and  who  may  still  be  alive.  If  so,  there  are  more  cen- 
tenarians about  than  are  known.  There  are  other  cases 
where  the  only  address  given  is  Australia,  and,  worst  of  all, 
there  appear  in  the  1900  list,  the  Lancet  states,  fifty-eight 
names  which  are  also  to  be  found  in  the  register's  own 
obituary-list !  Not  a  very  encouraging  statement  for  adver- 
tisers who  propose  to  use  the  register. 


734 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  3,  1900 


SANITAS 

DISINFECTANTS 

ABSOLUTELY 

NON-POISONOUS 

and  may  therefore  be  retailed  free  of 
all  restrictions. 


THE  i: SANITAS"  CO.,  Ld.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  H aymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 
WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FREHCH*CERMAK 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.      LOWEST  PRICES 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  s  LONDON,  N.  W. 


GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld, 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  av^ld  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  fo- 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdo  n  ami 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 


REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


JEbitonal  Comments, 


The  Other  Side. 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  this  week  of  looking  at 
the  other  side  of  adulteration  prosecutions,  as  the  report  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  1899-1900  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  it  includes  the  work  of  public  analysts  during 
the  year,  or — we  perhaps  ought  to  put  it — the  administra- 
tion of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  But,  although 
public  analysts  are  not  responsible  for  the  administration, 
it  will  not  be  denied  that  they  generally  direct  the  efforts  of 
inspectors,  and  the  local  authorities  look  upon  them  as  their 
advisers  in  the  matter — in  fact,  we  find  everywhere  that  the 
more  energetic  the  analyst  the  more  samples  are  purchased 
under  the  Acts.  The  most  noteworthy  point  about  the  work  is 
that  the  choice  of  articles  for  analysis  is  abnormally  restricted 
to  a  comparatively  small  number  of  easily  analysed  articles. 
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Of  the  53,056  samples  examined  during  the  year,  21,934-,  or 
more  than  a  third,  were  milk,  and  10,473  were  butter.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  these  large  figures  are  wholly  un- 
connected with  the  fact  that  the  method  of  milk-analysis  is 
a  mechanical  process  which  enables  a  few  score  samples  to  be 
poli-hed  off  in  the  course  of  a  morning.  In  the  case  of  drugs  we 
have  similar  abnormal  incidences  of  activity.  Of  2,475  drugs 
examined,  440  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  or  17  8  per  cent., 
the  highest  percentage  of  adulteration  recorded  in  the 
report.  The  percentage  in  1898  was  only  11-9,  and  the 
extraordinary  increase  seems  to  be  due  entirely  to  the 
appearance  of  a  new  Pharmacopoeia.  The  following  is  what 
the  report  states  in  regard  to  the  articles  examined  : — 

Over  500  samples  were  of  camphorated  oil  and  camphor  liniment, 
of  which  28  per  cent,  were  condemned,  generally  because  of  a 
deficiency  in  the  proportion  of  camphor  present,  but  sometimes 
because  (in  addition)  mineral  oil  was  substituted  for  the  olive  oil 
prescribed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  new  edition  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  requires  that  camphor  liniment  or  cam- 
phorated oil  shall  be  so  prepared  as  to  contain  21  per  cent,  by 
weight  of  camphor  and  79  per  cent,  of  olive  oil.  In  one  case 
where  the  preparation  was  found  to  consist  of  5  per  cent,  of 
camphor  and  95  per  cent,  of  mineral  oil,  the  bottle  bore  the 
following  words  : — "  Camphorated  oil,  Beehive  brand.  Prepared 
with  finest  olive  oil  and  pure  camphor."  In  another  case  where 
a  wholesale  firm  had  already  been  fined  5?.  and  costs,  10?.  and  11?. 
costs,  and  20?.  and  costs,  they  were  again  summoned  for  applying 
a  false  description  to  three  bottles  of  camphorated  oil.  The 
sample  was  found  to  contain  barely  5  per  cent,  of  camphor  and 
the  oil  was  not  genuine  olive  oil.  The  article  had  been  sold  in 
thousands  of  Id.  bottles,  and  presumably  would  be  used  by  the 
poorest  people,  but  there  was  so  little  camphor  in  it  as  to  be 
absolutely  useless.  The  Magistrates  inflicted  a  fine  of  25?.  and 
ten  guineas  costs. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-fi-ve  samples  of  nitre  were  examined 
and  324  per  cent,  condemned.  Of  135  samples  of  seidlitz- 
powders  about  a  sixth  were  reported  against,  some  of  them  be- 
cause the  tartaric  acid,  one  of  the  ingredients,  was  adulterated 
with  alum.  Twelve  out  of  81  samples  of  rhubarb  and  its  com- 
pounds were  adulterated,  51  out  of  191  samples  of  sulphur,  21  out 
of  61  of  majnesia,  10  out  of  91  of  cream  of  tartar,  9  out  of  46  of 
oil  of  almonds,  7  out  of  4-0  of  Gregory's  powders,  and  12  out  of  57 
of  lime-water.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  269  cases,  and 
205  peaalbies  were  imposed,  amounting  in  all  to  317?.  18s.  3d.  In 
addition  to  the  fine  of  25?.  already  referred  to,  there  were  five 
fines  of  20?.  each,  five  of  10?.,  and  six  of  5?.  each. 

We  cannot  in  passing  avoid  expressing  regret  ones  more 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  deals  in  such  an  ignorant 
fashion  with  these  analysts'  reports.  The  references  to 
camphorated  oil  entirely  fail  to  note  the  fact  that  the  new 
British  Pharmacopoeia  made  "  camphorated  oil  "  a  synonym 
for  camphor  liniment.  This  should  have  beeD  taken  by  the 
Board  as  an  opportunity  of  stating  that  it  had  been 
customary  for  chemists  and  druggists  generally  to  sell  as 
camphorated  oil  the  B.P.  camphor  liniment,  but  that  a  large 
trade  had  been  done  by  small  shopkeepers  in  camphorated 
oil  made  according  to  another  standard.  The  need  for  some 
such  statement  is  the  faot  that  daily  newspapers  infer  from 
the  L.G.B.  report,  and  the  high  rate  of  drug-adulteration 
given,  that  the  drug-trade  is  the  most  dishonest  of  all 
shopkeeping  trades,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is 
no  differentiation  in  the  report  between  qualified  and  un- 
qualified shopkeepers.  The  notorious  firm  referred  to  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  paragraph,  and  several  other  firms  in  the 
same  line  of  business,  are  responsible  for  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  camphorated-oil  adulterations,  as  they  supply 
oilmen,  grocers,  and  other  small  shopkeepers  who  have  formed 
the  bulk  of  the  defendants  during  the  year.  It  is  probable 
that  the  Board  has  not  the  facts  upon  which  to  base  a  differen- 
tiation ;  if  so,  it  would  be  better  not  to  generalise  or  comment 
upon  the  figures  at  all.  This  is  especially  needful  in  view  of 
the  slips  made  in  the  second  paragraph  where  wa  read  about 
275  samples  of  "nitre,"  which  doubtless  means  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  and  "sulphur"  is  most  likely  precipitated 
sulphur  or  milk  of  sulphur.  An  important  State  department 
should  not  make  errors  of  this  kind.    Throughout  the  whole 


of  the  paragraph  there  are  indications  of  ignorance  of  the 
subject  dealt  with.  The  fact  that  although  440  samples  of 
drugs  were  found  to  be  adulterated  269  prosecutions  only 
were  instituted  in  respect  to  them,  and  that  proceedings  failed 
in  sixty-four,  is  strong  evidence  that  the  analytical  results 
did  not  always  commend  themselves  to  the  administrative 
authorities.  In  adulteration  cases  other  than  drugs  proceed- 
ings were  instituted  to  the  extent  of  62  per  cent,  of  the 
analysts'  adverse  reports,  and  thoy  succeeded  in  80  per  cent. 
For  drugs  the  percentages  were  60  and  70  respectively.  The 
most  extraordinary  thing  about  the  analytical  statistics  is 
the  evidence  they  afford  of  an  effort  to  catch  retailers 
upon  new  issues.  Thus,  Pharmacopoeia  changes  in  respect 
to  four  articles — viz.,  camphorated  oil,  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
milk  of  sulphur,  and  almond  oil — provided  1,011  out  of  2,475 
samples  of  drugs  examined,  and  these  four  alone  account 
for  294  of  the  adulterations,  so  that  the  percentage  of 
adulteration,  after  deducting  these,  comes  down  to  about 
10  per  cent.  (145  "found  adulterated"  out  of  1,464).  In 
1893  the  adulteration  was  11'9  per  cent. 

The  Local  Government  Board  appears  to  take  all  that 
public  analysts  say  for  granted,  with  bad  results  sometimes. 
The  following  is  a  flagrant  example  of  inaccuracy  : — 

Of  the  eighty-seven  samples  of  wine  examined,  one,  of  sherry, 
was  classed  as  adulterated  because  it  had  been  treated  with  sali- 
cylic acid.  One  sample  of  ferruginous  wine  was  considered  by  the 
analyst  for  Cheshire  to  have  a  misleading  label.  He  states  : — 
"  Practically  speaking,  this  sample  did  not  contain  iron,  for  the 
quantity  found  was  a  mere  trace,  or  1  part  in  150,000.  In  my 
opinion  the  designation  '  ferruginous  '  as  applied  to  this  sample 
is  most  seriously  misleading,  and  is  a  distinct  violation  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  offence  is  the  more  serious  because  it 
is  a  false  appeal  to  suffering  humanity.  The  vinum  ferri  or  iron- 
wine  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  must  contain  1  gr.  of  iron  to 
the  fluid  ounce,  or  160  gr.  to  the  gallon." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  B.P.  prescribes  1  cz.  of  iron  wire 
for  1  pint  of  vinum  ferri,  but  does  not  stipulate  any  iron 
strength  for  the  finished  product,  and  preparations  made 
strictly  B.P.  sometimes  contain  only  "  a  mere  trace  "  of  iron. 
The  analyst  for  Cheshire  probably  was  thinking  of  vinum 
ferri  citratis,  which  contains  160  gr.  of  the  salt  in  1  jnnt- 
The  analyst  for  Cheshire  is  not  careful  about  his  facts,  and 
the  less  said  about  his  forensic  acumen  the  better;  but  his 
opinion  is  several  times  quoted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  we  must  take  it  to  have  weight  in  that  quarter. 
The  foregoing  facts  support  the  views  which  "Xrayser  "  and 
Mr.  Dott  put  forward  in  this  issue  that  public  analysts  need 
close  watching,  especially  in  view  of  the  probable  increased 
activity  of  the  local  authorities.  How  needful  this  is  may  be 
judged  by  the  following  figures  which  refer  to  some  of  the 
most  populous  places  in  England  and  Wales: — 


Drugs 

Population 

Total 

Samples 

Examd. 

Adultd. 

Metropolis   

4,232,118 

13,014 

414 

51 

Liverpool 

517,980 

1,568 

35 

2 

Manchester  ... 

505,368 

1,773 

14 

0 

Birmingham... 

478,113 

1,131 

85 

19 

Leeds  

367,505 

469 

32 

14 

Sheffield   

324,243 

178 

17 

0 

Bristol 

221,578 

610 

1 

0 

Salford   

198,139 

769 

5 

Newcastle- on-Tyne  ... 

186,300 

172 

14 

0 

Portsmouth  

159,251 

200 

18 

3 

Blackburn   

120,064 

47 

0 

'  0 

Cardiff   

128,915 

599 

12 

0 

Durham  County 

642,617 

795 

96 

16 

Kent  County  

575,113 

1,967 

226 

17 

Lancashire  ... 

1  505,861 

1,557 

19 

■  5 

Middlesex   

'560,012 

3,081 

103 

16 

Staffordshire 

799,838 

1,243 

68 

12 

York  (West  Riding)... 

1,220,583 

1,876 

305 

90 

*B 
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These  are  not  the  most  striking  figures,  but  they  suffice  to 
show  in  how  varied  a  manner  the  Acts  are  interpreted  in 
populous  districts.  The  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire  is  the 
best  sampled  district  in  England,  so  far  as  drugs  are  con- 
cerned, and  although  the  percentage  of  adulteration  is  high 
there,  St.  Pancras  returns  show  fifteen  adulterations  out  of 
thirty-five  samples  of  drugs  taken,  or  43  per  cent.  The 
West  Kiding  figures  for  drugs  are  altogether  abnormal,  for 
the  adulteration  of  foods  in  the  district  amounts  only  to 
2  9  per  cent.  The  condition  of  affairs  as  regards  drugs  is 
really  deplorable,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  it 
is  accounted  for. 


Huxley  and  Pharmacy. 

The  Life  and  Letters  of  Thomas  Henry  Huxley,  by  his  son 
Mr.  Leonard  Huxley,  published  by  Macmillan  &  Co.  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  is  a  book  which  many  a  pharmacist  will 
read  for  its  own  sake,  and  others  may  be  attracted  by  the 
statement  that  in  1842  Huxley  took  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  silver  medal  for  botany.  Hitherto  we  have  not 
ranked  Huxley  in  our  pharmaceutical  annals,  and  certainly 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  never  done  so.  The  session 
of  1842  is  mentioned  in  the  Calendar  with  the  name  of 
Kobert  Bentley  as  the  prize-taker  in  botany,  and  surely  the 
fathers  of  pharmacy  would  not  have  failed  to  do  honour  to 
so  distinguished  a  pupil  as  the  most  enlightened  biologist  of 
the  century.  Huxley  undoubtedly  commenced  his  career 
with  the  study  of  pharmacy,  at  all  events.  In  1841  he  went 
to  a  Mr.  Chandler,  surgeon,  of  Rotherhithe,  ostensibly  to 
commence  his  medical  studies,  but  some  time  after  left  Mr. 
Chandler  to  join  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  John  Godwin  Scott, 
who  had  set  up  medical  practice  in  the  north  of  London, 
and  to  whom  he  was  duly  apprenticed,  as  his  brother  James 
had  been  before  him.  With  Mr.  Scott  he  obtained  two  years' 
training  in  pharmacy,  and  had  some  time  for  study.  There 
he  began  to  prepare  for  the  Matriculation  examination  of  the 
University  of  London,  meanwhile  attending  lectures  at  the 
Sydenham  College.  At  the  College  he  met  with  no  little 
success,  winning,  besides  certificates  of  merit  in  other 
departments,  his  first  prize  in  botany ;  and  in  a  letter  or 
diary  which  he  wrote  on  board  H.M.S.  Rattlesnake,  Christmas, 
1847,  he  mentions  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
obtained  "  the  silver  medal  in  botany  given  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society."    We  quote  passages  from  this  letter: — 

Next  summer  it  will  be  six  years  since  I  made  my  first  trial  in 
the  world.  My  first  public  competition,  small  as  it  was,  was  an 
epoch  in  my  life.  I  had  been  attending  (it  was  my  first  summer 
session)  the  botanical  lectures  at  Chelsea.  One  morning  I 
observed  a  notice  stuck  up — a  notice  of  a  public  ccmpetition  for 
medals,  &c,  to  take  place  on  the  1st  August  (if  I  recollect  right). 
It  was  then  the  end  of  May,  or  thereabouts.  I  remember  looking 
longingly  at  the  notice,  and  someone  said  to  me  :  "  Why  don't 
you  go  in  and  try  for  it  ?  "  I  laughed  at  the  idea,  for  I  was  very 
young,  and  my  knowledge  somewhat  of  the  vaguest.  Nevertheless 
I  mentioned  the  matter  to  S.  when  I  returned  home.  He  likewise 
advised  me  to  try,  and  so  I  determined  I  would.  1  set  to  work  in 
earnest,  and  perseveringly  applied  myself  to  such  works  as  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on,  Lindley's  and  Decandolle's  systems  and 
the  "  Annales  des  Sciences  Naturelles  "  in  the  British  Museum. 
I  tried  to  read  Schleiden,  but  my  German  was  insufficient.  .  .  . 

The  examination  began  at  11.  At  2  they  brought  in 
lunch.  It  was  a  good  meal  enough,  but  the  circumstances  were 
not  particularly  favourable  to  enjoyment,  so  after  a  short  delay 
we  resumed  our  work.  It  began  to  be  evident  between  whom  the 
contest  lay,  and  the  others  determined  I  was  one  man's  com- 
petitor, and  Stocks  (he  is  now  in  the  East  India  service)  the 
other.  Scratch,  scratch,  scratch!  Four  o'clock  came,  the  usual 
hour  of  closing  the  examination,  but  Stocks  and  I  had  not  half 
done,  so  with  the  consent  of  the  others  we  petitioned  for  an  ex- 
tension. The  examiner  was  content  to  let  us  go  on  as  long  as  we 
liked.  Never  did  I  see  a  man  write  like  Stocks.  One  might  have 
taken  him  for  an  attorney's  clerk  writing  for  his  dinner.  We 
went  on.  I  had  finished  a  little  after  8 :  he  went  on  till  near  9, 
and  then  we  had  tea  and  dispersed. 


.  ■  .  What  was  my  surprise  on  returning  home  one  afternoon  to 
find  myself  suddenly  seized,  and  the  whole  female  household 
vehemently  insisting  on  kissing  me.  It  appeared  an  official- 
looking  letter  had  arrived  for  me,  and  Lizzie,  as  I  did  not  appear, 
could  not  restrain  herself  from  opening  it.  I  was  second,  and 
was  to  receive  a  medal  accordingly,  and  dine  with  the  guild  on 
November  9  to  have  it  bestowed. 

I  dined  with  the  company,  and  bore  my  share  both  in  pudding 
and  praise,  but  the  charm  of  success  lay  in  Lizzie's  warm  con- 
gratulation and  sympathy.  Since  then  she  always  took  upon 
herself  to  prophesy  touching  the  future  fortunes  of  "  the  boy." 

It  is  in  the  footnote  on  page  19  of  vol.  i.  that  we  read, 
"  Silver  Medal  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  November  9, 
1842,"  and  this  information  is  repeated  in  the  appendix  to 
vol.  ii.  Alas !  that  Mr.  Leonard  Huxley  is  wrong.  It  was 
the  medal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  that  Huxley  got 
(that  we  have  ascertained  at  the  Society's  office  in 
Blackfriars),  and  John  Ellerton  Stocks  was  his  competitor. 
Stocks  got  the  gold  medal,  afterwards  became  an  M.D., 
distinguished  himself  as  a  botanist,  travelling  and  collect- 
ing in  Beloochistan  and  Scinde,  and  died  in  1854.  Huxley 
was  just  17  at  the  time,  and  he  had  completed  two  years 
in  that  absorbing  occupation  which  we  now  call  "com- 
pounding and  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions."  His 
brother,  Mr.  J.  E.  Huxley,  was  at  the  time  dispenser  at  the 
Gloucester  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  both  entered  for  free 
scholarships  offered  by  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  Contrary 
to  all  precedent,  they  got  them.  From  that  time  Thomas 
Huxley's  career  as  an  investigator  commenced,  the  micro- 
scope being  his  first  love,  and  "  A  Hitherto  Undiscovered 
Structure  in  the  Human  Hair  Sheath  "  was  his  first  contri- 
bution to  natural  science.  The  record  of  his  work  is  still 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who  knew  Huxley,  but  even  they 
will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  mere  titles  of  his  scientific 
papers  (apart  from  essays  and  books)  occupy  ten  pages  of 
close  print.  He  worked  for  fifty  years — from  his  19th 
year  to  his  death — unceasingly,  and  these  volumes  which 
his  son  has  prepared  are  a  revelation  of  his  charming 
personality,  his  tender  human  sympathy  and  affection,  most 
catholic  interests,  and  vigorous  vitality.  The  best  of  it  all 
is  that  his  life,  as  revealed  in  the  volumes,  is  one  more 
proof  of  the  fact  that  adverse  circumstances  make  the 
best  incentive  to  a  man  of  ability,  and,  given  the  proper 
grit,  adversity  spurs  endeavour  rather  than  retards  it. 


The  Position  of  Ergot. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  the  value  of  Russian  ergot 
on  the  Hamburg  market  was  about  270m.  per  100  kilos. 
(Is.  2±d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.),  and  Spanish  280m.  (Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  3|d.  per  lb.),  and  at  the  time  the  market  had  all  the' 
appearance  of  a  decline,  owing  to  the  sanguine  reports  about 
the  new  crop.  Further,  several  Hamburg  houses  were  using 
their  influence  to  depress  the  market  by  effecting  "  bear " 
sales,  particularly  for  forward  shipment,  and  circulating  low 
prices  on  the  London  market  in  order  to  recoup  themselves 
by  buying  new  crop  at  a  low  figure  in  the  producing 
districts.  Their  efforts,  however,  were  not  as  successful  as 
they  anticipated,  and  when  it  became  known  that  the  Rus- 
sian crop  was  again  practically  a  failure,  and  that  no  stocks 
were  left  over  from  last  year,  values  steadily  rose.  To-day 
the  value  of  Russian  ergot  on  the  Hamburg  market  stands 
at  450m.  to  455m.  per  100  kilos.  (2s.  to  2s  0|<Z.)-  These  high 
prices  would  seem  to  be  justified ,  for  sin  ce  the  reported  failure 
of  the  crop  was  announced  there  has  been  a  glut  of  orders 
on  the  Hamburg  market  from  London  and  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  a  fact  that  to-day  London  buyers  cannot  get  con- 
firmation of  their  orders.  Our  Hamburg  correspondent 
pointed  out  last  week  that  good  sound  ergot  was  practically 
unobtainable  on  that  market.    On  the  other  hand,  some 
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dealers  argue  that  the  season  is  not  yet  sufficiently  advanced 
for  the  collection  of  ergot,  because  the  ergot  is  not  winnowed 
until  the  winter  months.  Against  this,  however,  it  would 
only  be  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  present  high  values 
would  be  far  too  tempting  to  keep  the  ergot  in  the  sheaf, 
and  traders  are  sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  peasants  to 
get  the  stuff  on  the  market  while  high  prices  prevail. 
In  regard  to  Spanish  ergot,  for  which  it  is  said  465m.  to 
470m.  per  100  kilos,  would  be  paid  in  Hamburg,  there  is 
practically  none  to  be  had.  The  crop  was  supposed  to  be 
gathered  in  Spain  last  month,  but  no  authentic  reports  have 
been  received  regarding  it.  The  fact  that  2s.  6tl.  per  lb.  was 
paid  for  it  last  week  in  public  sale  indicates  that  little  is 
coming  forward.  It  is  quite  possible  that  after  this  con- 
siderable advance  in  prices  there  will  be  a  period  of  stag- 
nation, but  we  do  not  anticipate  that  there  will  be  a  slump 
in  prices,  as  the  small  stocks  in  London,  Hamburg,  and  New 
York  preclude  it,  added  to  which  the  very  small  crops  of 
1899  accentuate  the  position.  Everything  seems  to  depend  on 
what  Russia  will  yield  in  December.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  last  year  the  United  States  purchased  126,000  lbs., 
against  60,926  lbs.  in  1898,  and  134,000  lbs.  in  1897.  Business 
has  been  done  this  week  on  the  London  market  at  the 
equivalent  of  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  sound  bold  Spanish  of 
new  crop,  which  price  shows  no  change,  but  for  Russian, 
2s.  5d.  to  2s.  Qd.  spot  is  wanted,  which  is  an  advance  of  2d. 
to  3d.  on  last  week's  prices. 


DULL  TRADE. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  last  quarter's  business 
(July  to  September)  has  been  about  as  slow  in  the  drug-trade 
as  has  been  experienced  for  many  years  ;  but  matters  are 
beginning  to  look  a  trifle  better.  The  drug-trade  is  fortunate 
in  comparison  with  other  businesses  in  respect  to  the  fact 
that  failures  have  been  decidedly  fewer.  Thus  in  October 
there  were  323  failures  in  England  and  Wales  compared 
with  285  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  but  only 
three  chemists  and  druggists  compared  with  nine  in  October 
of  1899.  Grocers  have  been  failing  at  the  rate  of  three  per 
day  nearly  in  the  same  time. 

THE  B.P.   HELPS  THE  DEFENDANT. 

For  once  the  authority  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  has  been 
successfully  invoked  in  favour  of  the  defendant  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  A  chemist  at  Muswell  Hill 
had  sold  quinine-wine  which  was  said  to  be  deficient  in 
quinine  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent.  Mr.  Beck,  who  defended 
on  behalf  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  convinced 
the  Magistrates,  with  the  aid  of  the  public  analyst  on  whose 
certificate  the  prosecution  was  taken,  that  if  there  was  a 
fault  it  was  all  attributable  to  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
argument  was  a  very  pretty  one,  and  Mr.  Bevan,  the  analyst, 
either  conceded  it  step  by  step,  or  admitted  that  he  was  not 
in  a  position  to  confute  it.  It  proceeded  thus  : — The  chemist 
is  bound  by  the  B.P.  ;  by  the  latest  edition  ;  he  would  not  be 
justified  in  using  detannated  orange-wine;  the  best  orange- 
wine  contains  much  more  tannin  than  the  cheaper  qualities  ; 
consequently  would  precipitate  more  quinine  ;  the  chemist  is 
requiied  to  filter  the  product;  the  Pharmacopoeia  authorities, 
anticipating  that  some  of  the  alkaloid  must  be  lost,  now 
refrain  from  declaring  how  much  must  be  contained  in  the 
product ;  and  in  his  latest  digest  (which  Mr.  Beck  boldly 
assured  the  Bench  was  of  similar  statutory  authority  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  itself)  the  editor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  had 
recognised  the  probability  of  a  deficiency  due  to  the  pre- 
cipitation by  tannin  or  reaction  with  the  alkali  citiate  of 
the  wine.  This  was  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  and  when 
it  was  complete  the  Magistrates  thought  they  had  heard 
enough,  and  the  defendant  left  the  Court  with  his  reputation 
enhanced. 


STIRRING  THEM  UP. 

The  Grocer  publishes  a  letter  which  a  correspondent  has 
received  from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  regarding  its  action 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1899.  The  Board,  it 
may  be  remembered,  has  power  to  stir  up  the  local  authorities, 
and  if  the  latter  decline  to  move,  the  Board  may  perfcrm 
their  duties,  such  as  taking  samples  of  food  anel  having  them 
analysed.  Since  the  Act  came  into  force  the  Board  has 
circularised  all  local  authorities  in  regard  to  regular  sampling 
of  articles  of  food  and  margarine.  There  have  also  been 
386  conferences  between  the  Board  inspectors  anil  repre- 
sentatives of  local  authorities  and  192  out  of  228  local 
authorities  in  England  have  been  visited.  The  16  local 
authorities  in  Wales  have  also  been  visited  and  131  out  of 
the  227  in  Scotland  have  been  interviewed.  In  most  cases 
the  Board  inspectors  have  urged  upon  the  local  authorities 
to  take  more  samples,  and  although  this  applies  specially  to 
food  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  have  some  influence  upon 
drug  sampling. 

PARIS   EXHIBITION  MEDAL. 

There  probably  never  was  an  exhibition  at  which  prizes 
were  granted  on  so  lavish  a  scale  as  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 
Some  20,000  exhibitors  have  been  awarded  gold,  silver,  or 
bronze  medals,  but  they  will  only  actually  get  a  certificate.  If 
they  want  medals  they  must  have  them  struck  at  their  own  cost 
by  the  French  Mint,  the  price  charged  being  500f.  (20/  )  for  a 
gold  and  50 f.  (2/.)  for  a  silver  medal.  The  medal,  of  which 
our  figures  are  a  reduction,  is  the  work  of  the  well-known  artist 


M.  T.  C.  Chaplain,  who,  we  understand,  has  granted  to 
Lathoud  Aicc,  of  Paris,  the  sole  right  cf  reproducing  tie 
medal.  A  brisk  trade  has  sprung  up  in  bogus  medals,  and 
exhibitors  should  be  on  their  guard  against  firms  offering  to 
strike  such  for  them. 

ULSTER  CHEMISTS  (LIMITED). 
We  give  to-day  a  very  full  report  of  the  hearing  by  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  Ireland  of  the  arguments  by  Counsel  on 
the  applications  for  the  winding-up  of  this  company.  We 
may  here  recall  the  fact  that  the  shareholders  resolved 
to  voluntarily  wind  up  the  company,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Smiley  as  liquidator.  A  Liverpool  firm  objected  to  the  ap- 
pointment, and  sought  a  compulsory  winding-up  order,  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Smiley  was  the  nominee  of  Messrs.  Gibson 
and  McKnight,  two  directors  of  the  company  who  were 
largely  concerned  in  floating  the  company,  and  who  were 
trying  to  buy  back  the  businesses  they  had  sold  at  a  price — 
viz ,  the  shares  they  held  and  the  stocks  at  invoice- 
prices.  On  behalf  of  the  shareholders  it  has  been  completely 
disproved  that  Mr.  Smiley  is  in  collusion  with  Messrs.  Gibson 
and  McKnight,  in  fact  he  has  stopped  their  endeavour  to 
get  back  their  businesses.  The  Vice-Chancellor  had  little 
hesitation  in  confirming  the  shareholders'  arrangement.  We 
give  a  full  report  of  the  case  because  it  is  the  only  means  so 
far  available  of  getting  at  the  facts,  which  have  made  this 
piece  of  company-promotion  notorious  in  Irish  pharmacy. 
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The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited). 

In  our  issue  of  September  22  we  reported  the  proceedings 
in  the  application  made  to  Mr.  Justice  Barton,  in  the  Dublin 
Nisi  Prius  Court,  for  an  order  to  compulsorily  wind  up  this 
company,  on  the  motion  of  Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool. The  Judge  sent  the  case  to  be  heard  by  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  at  the  opening  of  Term.  Accordingly,  on 
Monday,  October  29,  the  matter  came  before  Vice-Chancellor 
Cbatterton. 

Serjeant  Dodd  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Jefferson,  B.L.  (instructed  by 
Mr.  R.  J.  Porter,  solicitor,  Belfast),  appeared  for  Messrs. 
Delbanco  &  Co.,  provision-merchants,  Liverpool ;  Mr.  Chas. 
Matheson,  Q.C.,  Mr.  John  Gordon,  Q  C,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Wilson,  B.L.  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Carson  &  McDowell, 
solicitors,  Belfast),  represented  the  liquidator,  Mr.  Smiley  ; 
Mr.  Blood,  Q.C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Venables,  solicitor, 
Caokstown),  appeared  for  Mr.  Samuel  McKinney,  of  Cooks- 
town,  one  of  the  persons  whose  business  had  been  acquired 
by  the  company,  and  who  supported  the  application  of 
Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co.  for  a  compulsory  winding-up  order. 
Mr.  James  Chambers,  B.L.  (instructed  by  Mr.  Buckley, 
solicitor,  Belfast),  represented  creditors  of  the  company  to 
the  value  of  2,000/.,  who  supported  the  petition  of  the 
liquidator. 

Serjeant  Dodd,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  petitioners,  said 
that  the  two  petitions  in  this  matter  were  filed  on  the  same 
day,  and  when  the  case  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Barton,  in 
Vacation,  on  September  19,  he  allowed  it  to  stand  over  for 
the  regular  sittings,  and  hence  it  now  came  before  his  Lord- 
ship the  Vice-Chancellor.  On  August  9  Messrs.  Delbanco  & 
Co.  sold  to  the  company  93/.  worth  of  bacon,  so  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  drug-business  the  company  must  have 
carried  on  some  provision-business  also.  He  called  his  Lord- 
ship's attention  to  the  date,  August  9,  because  it  would  be 
admitted  that  the  company  was  then  insolvent,  and  was 
actually  in  the  process  of  being  wound  up,  for  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  matters  that  required  very  strict 
investigation. 

Mr.  Matheson,  Q.C,  said  that  Mr.  Smiley,  after  being 
appointed  liquidator,  found,  when  he  came  to  examine 
matters,  that  he  could  not  carry  out  the  liquidation  without 
the  supervision  of  the  Court,  so  that  there  could  be  no 
question  at  all  but  that  the  company  must  be  wound  up 
under  the  Court,  as  there  were  matters  which  no  liquidator 
outside  could  deal  with. 

Serjeant  Dodd  said  it  now  really  became  a  contest  as  to 
who  should  have  caniage  of  the  proceedings,  and  he  argued 
that  a  liquidator  outside  any  Belfast  influence  should  be 
appointed.  The  Serjeant  then  spoke  of  the  foundation  of 
the  company  in  1898,  saying  that  the  principal  gentleman 
interested  in  it  was  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  from  whom  five 
different  sets  of  premises  in  Belfast  were  purchased.  The 
company  also  acquired  the  premises  of  another  gentleman 
named  McKnight,  at  Carlisle  Circus,  Belfast.  These 
businesses  were  taken  over  on  entirely  fictitious  and  unreal 
terms  ;  in  fact,  it  was  not  denied  that  a  purchase-money  was 
paid  far  in  excess  of  the  real  value,  and  from  the  very  first 
it  was  obvious,  when  the  true  facts  were  known,  that  the 
company  was  insolvent.  It  was  practically  managed  by  this 
little  ring  of  gentlemen  in  Belfast,  who  paid  2^  per  cent, 
dividend  once  (and  this  only  to  the  outside  shareholders), 
representing  that  it  was  earned  by  the  company,  when  it  was 
now  conceded  that  it  was  paid  out  of  capital.  Another 
curious  thing  was  that  these  gentlemen  had  gone  back  into 
their  own  businesses  again  under  some  alleged  dealings  with 
the  company  which  simply  paralysed  one's  understanding. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  the  most  curious  piece  of 
■company -formation  that  had  ever  come  under  his  (Serjeant 
Dodd's)  notice.  Mr.  Gibson  was  chairman  of  the  company 
.and  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  resolution  was 
passed  for  the  voluntary  winding-up,  and  Mr.  McKnight  was 
the  gentleman  who  moved  that  it  should  be  done — all  being 
part  and  parcel  of  a  plan  to  cushion  up  the  whole  thing.  At 
the  second  ordinary  general  meeting  of  the  company  on 
March  21,  1900,  the  accounts  for  the  preceding  year  were 
submitted,  and  these  were  so  unsatisfactory  that  a  com- 
mittee of  shareholders  was  appointed,  and  this  corrmittea 


reported  to  a  meeting  of  shareholders  held  on  July  30.  In 
that  report  it  was  stated  that  great  negligence  had  been 
shown  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  company;  that 
the  business  had  been  taken  over  without  proper  investiga- 
tion. The  directors  saw  that  investigation  would  take  place, 
and  yet  on  August  9  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  McKnight  pur- 
chased this  93/.  wcrth  of  bacon  from  Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co. 
On  August  14  the  directors  appointed  Mr.  Smiley  general 
manager  of  the  company,  "  with  full  power  to  do  the  best 
he  can  for  all  concerned";  in  other  words,  Mr.  Smiley  was 
appointed  general  manager  preparatory  to  his  being  ap- 
pointed liquidator,  which  was  resolved  upon  a  few  weeks 
later.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  (counsel)  said  that  the 
carriage  of  the  proceedings  should  be  given  to  somebody 
entirely  independent  of  and  outside  Belfast  influence.  His 
clients  filed  their  petition  on  September  6,  and  he  reliei  upon 
the  affidavit  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Porter,  made  on  September  8. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  How  is  he  connected  with  them  ? 

Serjeant  Dodd  explained  that  Mr.  Porter  was  a  well- 
known  solicitor  of  Belfast  who  had  been  entrusted  by 
Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co.  to  recover  their  money  for  them 
from  the  company,  and  who  was  met  with  the  resolution 
of  the  company  appointing  Mr.  Smiley  liquidator.  Mr. 
Porter,  in  his  affidavit,  said — 

The  principal  promoters  of  the  company  were  Saml.  Gibson 
and  Robt.  W.  McKnight,  who  were  assisted  by  Messrs.  Dyson, 
Wright  &  Co.,  charbered  accountants.  I  am  informed  and 
believe  that  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  by  which  Mr. 
Saml.  Gibson  was  to  receive  750/.  in  cash  for  his  services,  and 
this  payment  was  subsequently  made  to  him  by  Messrs.  Dyson, 
Wright  &  Co.,  whose  remuneration  was  fixed  at  a  sum  which 
would  include  this  750/. 

That  was  not  denied. 

Mr.  Matheson,  Q.C.  :  We  know  nothing  about  that. 

Serjeant  Dodd  said  that  was  one  of  the  things  that  would 
have  to  be  investigated.  It  was  not  in  the  company's  books. 
Mr.  Porter  further  stated  in  his  affidavit  that  Saml.  Gibson 
sold  five  of  his  shops  to  the  company  ;  that  the  company 
took  over  the  stock  and  fixtures  at  a  valuation  made  by  the 
owners  c  f  the  shops — a  valuation  made  on  the  average  of  three 
years'  takings — and  that  payment  was  made  partly  in  cash 
and  partly  in  shares  ;  that  old  stock  was  taken  over  which 
was  practically  found  to  be  unsaleable ;  that  the  greater 
number  of  the  shops  were  acquired  at  a  loss;  that  Saml. 
Gibson  was  appointed  managing  director  at  a  salary  of  600/. 
a  year  ;  that  he  carried  on  at  the  time,  independent  of  the 
company,  the  business  of  a  wholesale  druggist  at  Mill  Street, 
Belfast,  where  he  established  a  central  depot  to  supply 
goods  to  the  branch  shops  of  the  company  ;  that  Robt.  W. 
McKnight  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  company  at  a 
salary  of  400/.  a  year  ;  and  Mr.  Porter  believed  that 
McKnight  was  privy  to  the  whole  business.  The  directors 
were  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  McKnight,  Mr.  Leatham,  Mr.  Galbraith, 
Mr.  McCrea,  and  Col.  McCalmont,  M.P.,  who  was  an  orna- 
mental director.  He  was  made  a  director  to  give  a  show  of 
decency  and  order  to  proceedings.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  prospectus  to  show  that  Gibson  and  McKnight  were 
vendors,  nothing  to  indicate  to  the  outside  public  the  nature 
of  the  transactions  which  were  carried  on.  Mr.  Porter's 
affidavit  further  stated — 

The  dividend  of  2j  per  cent,  was  only  paid  to  the  outside-public 
shareholders,  and  by  this  the  directors  tried  to  mislead  the  outside 
public  as  to  the  stability  of  the  company.  Mr.  McKnight  and 
some  other  of  the  former  owners  have  already  entered  into  and 
completed  purchase-agreements  with  the  company  for  their  own 
business. 

During  the  time  that  Mr.  Smiley  was  manager  these  people 
went  back  into  their  shops  and  they  were  selling  the  goods  as 
their  own  for  their  own  profit.  Of  course  they  were  anxious 
that  the  proceedings  should  be  smothered  up,  but  his 
(Serjeant  Dodd's)  clients  were  anxious  that  this  huge 
swindle  should  be  exposed  in  a  Court  that  had  perfect  power 
to  do  justice  between  all  parties.  While  admitting  that 
Mr.  Smiley  was  a  man  of  high  position,  the  Serjeant  con- 
sidered that  they  had  a  right  to  suspect  one  who  was  first 
appointed  mannger,  and  that  an  entirely  independent  man 
should  be  made  liquidator. 

The  Serjeant  proceeded  to  state  that  Samuel  Gibson  held 
128  preference  and  1,327  ordinary  shares  ;  Wm.  J.  Gibson, 
134  preference  and  1,295  ordinary  shares ;  Robt.  Wm. 
McKnight,  74  preference  and  1,821  crdinary  shares;  May 
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McKnight,  40  preference  shares  ;  and  David  Boyd,  52  pre- 
ference and  1,421  ordinary  shares.  He  quoted  precedents 
for  a  compulsory  order  in  such  a  case  as  this,  and  concluded 
by  restating  his  grounds  for  the  application,  viz  : — ■ 

First,  that  the  vendors  to  the  company  were  the  promoters  and 
first  directors  of  the  company  (a  fact  alone  which  ought  to  secuie 
the  order). 

Second,  that  there  were  gross  irregularities  in  connection  with 
the  company. 

Third,  that  Gibson,  who  was  the  managing  director,  sold  largely 
to  the  company  and  made  secret  profits. 

Fourth,  that  the  prospectus  contained  untrue  statements,  for 
which  the  directors  and  promoters  could  be  more  readily  made 
liable  under  a  compulsory  order. 

Fifth,  that  the  original  vendors  had  gone  into  possession  of 
their  shops  before  the  winding  up. 

Sixth,  that  Mr.  Smiley  was  a  nominee  of  the  directors  in  the 
sense  that  Mr.  McKnight,  the  secretary  (and  therefore  largely 
responsible  for  the  mismanagement),  supported  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Smiley. 

Seventh,  that  a  dividend  was  paid  out  of  capital. 

Mr.  Matheson,  Q.C.,  said  he  appeared  for  the  company 
through  the  liquidator,  Mr.  Hugh  Smiley. 

The  Vice-Chancsllor :  That  is,  you  appear  for  the  petitioner 
in  the  second  matter? 

Mr.  Matheson  said,  Yes.  Mr.  Smiley  was  manager  between 
August  16  and  September  3,  when  his  appointment  as 
liquidator  was  confirmed.  In  March  last  the  second  general 
meeting  of  the  company  was  held,  and  a  balance-sheet 
showed  assets  amounting  to  49,000/.,  and  liabilities  8,000/. 
The  company  did  not  propose  to  pay  any  dividend,  and 
naturally  the  shareholders  were  indignant.  They  met  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  company's  affairs. 
Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  McKnight  were  not  connected  with  this. 
The  committee  consulted  Messrs.  Carson  &  McDowell, 
solicitors,  who,  having  investigated  the  matter,  recommended 
Mr.  Smiley  as  a  suitable  person  to  intervene  and  try  to  save 
the  company.  Counsel  considered  statements  made  by  Mr. 
Porter  to  be  reckless,  especially  that  in  which  Mr.  Smiley 
was  said  to  be  the  nominee  of  the  directors.  The  joint 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Smiley  and  Mr.  McDowell  showed  there  was 
not  an  atom  of  truth  in  that  statement.  Mr.  Smiley  found 
that  there  was  a  plan  on  foot  by  Gibson  and  McKnight  to 
buy  the  business  back,  and  that  agreements  were  actually 
in  process  by  which  the  various  branches  (including  the  five 
businesses  that  Gibson  had  sold)  should  be  transferred  back 
to  the  vendors,  the  vendors  to  give  up  their  shares  to  the 
company  (which  were  valueless),  and  to  pay  for  the 
stocks  at  the  invoice-prices,  which  would  result  in  a 
tremendous  loss  to  the  company.  Mr.  Smiley  at  once  sent 
notice  that  these  agreements  could  not  be  carried  out.  Some 
of  them  had  gone  so  far  as  to  obliterate  the  company's  name 
and  substitute  their  own  over  the  shops,  while  one  man  had 
taken  possession  of  the  place  and  put  out  the  manager  of 
the  company.  The  result  of  Mr.  Smiley's  action  was  that 
every  one  of  the  agreements  had  been  stopped  and  the  parties 
had  abandoned  all  claims  under  them.  That  was  stated  in 
the  affidavits.  [Mr.  Jefferson  :  No.  It  is  stated  they  are 
fighting.]  Mr.  Gibson  sold  five  businesses  to  the  companj', 
but  he  kept  to  himself  a  sixth — a  wholesale  house — so  that 
he  had  a  hand  to  pay  and  a  hand  to  receive,  and  he  could  fix 
his  price.  Mr.  Smiley  found  it  was  not  a  case  for  voluntary 
outside  liquidation,  and  he  at  once  took  proceedings  to 
present  a  petition  for  the  winuing-up  of  the  company  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Court.  The  secret  of  the  other 
petition  was  that  Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co.  were  trying  to  get 
paid  up  in  full,  as  the  correspondence  would  show.  Mr. 
Smiley  said  that  he  could  not  pay  anybody  in  full ;  he 
could  only  pay  rateably  ;  and  on  September  5  they  wired  :— 

Issuing  writ  to-day  unless  security  for,  or  payment  in  full  for, 
goods  shipped  to  Newry  on  August  10. 

Mr.  Smiley  replied  :  — 

Better  incur  no  expense  until  you  get  my  letter  in  the  morning. 
Writing  you  now.  I  am  liquidator,  and  I  am  sending  now  to 
Dublin,  so  as  to  get  a  winding-up  order  under  the  Court. 

It  was  then  that  the  Liverpool  merchants  took  steps  to 
present  their  petition.  A  large  number  of  bona-fidc  share- 
holders put  their  money  into  the  company,  and  perhaps 
the  ornamental  name  of  Oul.  McCalmont,  M.P.,  as 
director,  might  have  had  sometlingto  do  with  it.    The  com- 


pany had  got  eightcsn  houses  in  Belfast  and  several  Ulster 
towns,  and  there  was  a  large  property  if  prope'ly  managed. 
The  debts  were  under  10,000/.,  and  there  certainly  ought 
to  be  that  amount  of  assets  forthcoming.  Mr.  Smiley  thought 
there  would  be  something  to  be  paid  to  the  shareholders 
who  had  suffered  by  this  matter.  His  Lordship  could  say 
whether  Gibson  and  McKnight  could  not  be  made  responsible 
for  the  gross  mismanagement  of  the  business  ;  indeed,  a 
stronger  term  might  be  used  about  it.  The  largest  creditors 
of  the  company  were  Messrs.  Gouldingit  Co.,  Thos.  McMillan 
&  Co.,  Forster  Green,  Charnoch  Brothers,  Chas.  Tennant  & 
Co.,  and  these  gentlemen  approved  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Smiley  as  liquidator,  and  were  prepared  to  support  that 
appointment  in  Court. 

The  Vice-Chancellor :  What  was  the  amount  of  debts  re- 
presented at  the  meeting  of  creditors  ? 

Mr.  Matheson  :  About  3,000/.  The  largest  creditor  in  point 
of  fact  is  Mr.  Gibson,  who  claims  1  000/.,  but  we  have 
nothing  to  say  to  him.  He  did  not  come  near  the  meet- 
ing. The  debts  of  the  company,  so  far  as  can  be  made 
out,  are  4.906/.  8.<  3d.,  exclusive  of  Mr.  Gibson's  debt  of 
1,000/.,  which  would  make  the  total  debts  5,906/.  8s.  3d. 

The  Vice-Chancellor :  Was  it  not  much  more  than  that  ? 

Mr.  Matheson  said  the  debts  were  put  down  at  8,000/.  in 
the  balance-sheet  of  March  last,  but  that  would  appear  to 
have  been  cooked.  Mr.  Smiley  could  only  find  in  the  books 
the  amount  of  the  debts  to  be  5,905/.,  and  eighteen  chemists' 
businesses  in  the  north  of  Ireland  must  be  worth  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  m)ney.  There  was  a  popular  idea  that  the 
chemist's  business  was  most  lucrative. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  popular 
ideas. 

Mr.  Jefferson  :  In  Mareh  last  the  balance-sheet  showed 
that  the  debts  were  over  8,000/.,  and  that  there  were  assets 
to  the  extent  of  49,000/. 

Mr.  Matheson  :  Mr.  Smiley  cannot  detect  any  suppression 
of  creditors,  and  he  finds  the  debts  are  5,903/.  8s.  3d. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  And  to  what  value  did  they  attend 
the  meeting  of  creditors  1 

Mr.  Matheson  :  3,051/. 

Mr.  Jefferson:  Did  that  include  Mr.  Gibson  ? 

Mr.  Matheson :  Yes.  He  (counsel)  did  not  object,  if  his 
Lordship  thought  it  right,  to  a  compulsory  order  being 
made — because  they  had  asked  for  both — but  he  submitted 
that  the  prayer  of  their  petition  should  be  granted.  He 
did  not  think  his  Lordship  would  appoint  a  liquidator 
who  did  not  know  Belfast.  A  compulsory  order  would  be 
more  expensive  than  the  other,  and  this  was  a  case  in  which 
it  would  be  necessary  to  save  money,  if  possible,  for  the 
unfortunate  shareholders  who  had  been  humbugged,  and  if 
this  large  lusiness  could  be  saved  for  them  it  would  be  well. 
Mr.  Smiley  had  stopped  all  transactions  with  the  whole- 
sale house  of  Gibson,  and  had  dealt  in  the  open  market  alto- 
gether, and  had  discarded  Mr.  Gibson  a^d  Mr.  McKnight. 

Mr.  Wilson,  B.L ,  followed  on  the  same  side.  He  said 
that  Mr.  Porter  only  represented  three  creditors  to  the  value 
of  120/. — Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co.  for  93/ ,  Messrs.  Barron  & 
Spindler  for  5/.  5s.  8i ,  and  Messrs.  Bell  &  Reid  for 
22/.  18s.  6d. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  The  question  is — Is  this  a  solvent 
company  and  can  it  pay  its  debts  ?  If  not,  it  must  be  wound 
up.  As  to  the  small  creditors,  each  one  of  them  has  as 
good  a  right  to  attend  a  meeting  as  if  10,000/.  were  due  to  him. 

Mr.  James  Chambers,  B.L.,  said  he  appeared  for  the 
creditors  who  attended  the  meeting  of  September  12,  and 
supported  the  liquidation  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  said  he  wanted  to  be  shown  whether 
it  would  not  be  more  to  the  interest  of  the  creditors  on  both 
sides  to  get  the  company  compulsorily  wound  up,  or  wound 
up  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Chambers  :  Has  my  friend  on  the  ether  side  shown  the 
former  1 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  It  is  as  much  for  you  to  do  it  as  for 
him.  There  are  very  strong  allegations  made  against 
parties  who  might  bs  made  seriously  responsible,  and  it  is 
said  that  that  cannot  be  as  well  got  at  under  a  supervision 
order  as  a  compulsory  order. 

Mr.  Gordon,  Q.C.,  M.P.  :  I  think  it  can. 

Mr.  Jefferson:  What  is  the  meaning  of  a  com}u';ory 
order,  then,  if  both  mean  the  same  1 

Mr.  Gordon  :  They  are  not  the  same. 
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Mr.  Chambers  :  Mr.  Smiley  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing these  transactions  to  the  surface.  Has  it  been  suggested 
for  one  moment  that  Mr.  Smiley  has  not  done  everything  that 
he '  ought  to  do  ?  He  has  challenged  the  right  of  these 
people  to  buy  back.  What  can  they  gain  by  a  compulsory 
order  ?  I  sa}'  I  represent  the  bulk  of  the  creditors  in  this 
matter.  They  have  the  fullest  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and 
they  approve  of  the  action  of  Mr.  Smiley,  and  they  believe 
he  is  carrying  out  the  liquidation  as  it  ought  to  be  carried 
out. 

Mr.  W.  H,  Brown,  B.L.  (instructed  by  Mr.  Hugh  Henry 
solicitor,  of  Limavady),  said  he  appeared  for  Mr.  George  W, 
Lawson,  who  is  both  a  creditor  and  a  shareholder.  He 
supported  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Delbanco  &  Co. 

The  Vice-Cnancellor :  I  cannot  hear  counsel  for  every 
shareholder  who  chooses  to  come  in.  I  heard  Mr.  Chambers 
for  the  body  of  creditors,  but  I  cannot  hear  you. 

Mr.  Blood,  Q.C,  said  he  appeared  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Samuel 
McKinney,  of  Cookstown.  He  is  a  shareholder  and  a  manager 
for  the  company,  but  he  purchased  back  his  property. 
The  Vice-Chancellor :  You  have  no  locus  standi. 
Mr.  Blood,  Q  C  :  I  know,  my  Lord  ;  but  I  merely  wish  to 
say — as  it  has  been  stated  that  the  agreements  were  all 
cancelled — that  Mr.  McKinney  did  not  cancel  his  agreement. 
Mr.  Matheson,  Q.C. :  He  cancelled  his  agreement 
Mr.  Blood,  Q.C.  :  I  repeat  the  statement  that  he  did  not. 
The  Vice-Chancellor  :  I  cannot  hear  you. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  B.L.,  then  replied  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
Delbanco  &  Co. 

The  Vice-Chancellor,  in  giving  judgment,  said  :  The  only 
question  to  be  decided  is  whether  this  is  an  order  for 
compulsory  winding  up  or  an  order  for  winding  up  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Court.    Now  the  liquidation  has  pro- 
ceeded under  a  resolution  passed  by  a  meeting  of  share- 
holders regularly  convened.    At  a  meeting  of  creditors 
confirmation  was  made  of  the  gentleman  who  had  been 
previously  appointed  as  liquidator  in  this  voluntary  winding 
up,  and  the  question  is  whether  I  am  now  called  upon  to 
take  the  matter  cut  of  the  shareholders'  hands  and  the 
creditors'  hands,  or  whether  justice  cannot  be  done  to  all 
parties  by  continuing  the  voluntary  liquidation  ?    In  the 
present  form  of  proceeding  the  liquidator  has  power  to 
apply  to  the  Court  under  the  165th  Section,  and  the  Court 
will  be  bound  to  listen  to  him,  and  if  he  thinks  it  material 
the  Court  can  bring  up  all  parties  and  have  every  matter 
thoroughly  investigated.    In  this  case  the  creditors  will  be 
able  to  come  themselves  and  of  their  own  authority  apply 
to  the  Court  to  compel  proceedings  to  be  taken  if  there  is 
alleged  fraud  or  mistrust  or  misfeasance  with  which  the 
directors  can  be  charged.     I  must  first  see  whether  that 
could  be  better  obtained  by  a  compulsory  order  than  by 
the  present  proceedings.    The  foundation  for  asking  the 
compulsory  order  was,  in  a  great  measure,  this — that  the 
person  selected  as  liquidator — Mr.  Smiley — was,  in  point  of 
fact,  acting  under  influences  prejudicial  to  the  creditors, 
exercised  by  certain  persons  who  are  alleged  to  have  been 
guilty  of  fraud.    I  was  under  the  impression  at  first  that 
Mr.  Smiley  had  been  acting  as  manager  of  the  company  for 
some    time,    but    it    turned    out  that  he  was  merely 
appointed  by  the  shareholders'  committee— about  three  w.eks 
before  the  resolution  was  passed  for  voluntary  liquidation — 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  thing  in  hand  and  under 
control  for  their  benefit,  until  they  could  get  the  winding-up 
order.    I  have  the  most  positive  statement  that  this  gentle- 
man was  entirely  ignorant  of,  and  unconnected  with,  the 
management  of    this  company.    The  shareholders  have 
signified  their  opinion  of  Mr.  Smiley  by  passing  a  resolution 
appointing  him  to  the  position  of  liquidator;  and  the 
creditors  then  at  the  meeting— over  2.000/.  out  of  5,0C0/. 
d^bts  being  represented — approved  of  his  appointment. 
If  I  thought  there  was  the  slightest  danger  of  anything 
being  lost  to  anyone,  I  would  not  have  the  least  hesitation  in 
removing  this  gentleman  and  having  the  whole  case  taken 
out  of  his  hands.    I  must  take  it  that  the  great  preponder- 
ance of  opinion  of  the  creditors,  and  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  shareholders,  is  in  favour  of  the  present  proceeding. 
I  thiak  I  should  not  change  the  nature  of  the  proceedings, 
bat  that  I  should  continue  the  voluntary  liquidation  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Court,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  think 
that  there  is  any  necessity  for  removing  Mr.  Smiley  from 
hiving  charge  of  the  business.    It  looks  to  me  that  this 


matter  of  the  advertisement  not  asking  for  a  compulsory 
order  was  not  an  accidental  matter — not  the  result  of  an 
oversight — but  that  they  changed  their  minds  since  the 
advertisement  was  issued.  Therefore,  I  think  full  justice 
will  be  done  to  all  parties  by  continuing  the  liquidation  of 
the  company  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court,  and  con- 
tinuing Mr.  Smiley  as  liquidator.  I  will  consolidate  the  two 
petitions  and  make  the  one  order,  and  I  say  that  both 
parties  are  entitled  to  their  costs  in  the  matter. 
This  closed  the  case  for  the  present. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Rival  Soap  Trade-marks. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
on  Tuesday,  October  30,  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy  gave 
judgment  on  the  motions  by  the  Vinolia  Company  (Limited) 
regarding  soap  trade-marks,  as  reported  in  the  C.  $>  D.  last 
week,  page  710.  His  Lordship  said  this  was  an  application 
to  remove  from  the  register  of  trade-marks  the  word 
"Nightcap."  In  1898  the  mark  "Mother  Red  Cap"  was 
registered  by  the  predecessors  in  title  of  the  applicants. 
That  mark  had  never  been  used,  for  reasons  which  were  very 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  applicants — namely,  that  they  ascer- 
tained there  was  on  the  register  a  mark  "  Mother  Shipton," 
and  they  rightly  thought  that  confusion  and  deception  would 
follow.  He  therefore  thought,  as  a  fact,  he  must  hold  not 
only  that  "Mother  Red  Cap"  had  never  been  used,  but  that 
even  if  there  was  an  intention  to  use  it  at  first,  that  intention 
was  abandoned  early  in  1898.  He  was  disposed  therefore  to 
regard  this  as  a  mark  which  had  never  been  used,  and  which 
had  been  abandoned  in  intention,  and  therefore  which  might 
on  that  ground  be  removed  from  the  register.  In  April, 
1898,  the  predecessors  in  title  of  the  applicants  registered 
the  simple  mark  "  Red  Cap,"  which  they  rightly  thought  was 
not  likely  to  be  confused  with  "  Mother  Shipton."  In  August, 

1898,  the  respondents  registered  "  Nightcap."    In  August, 

1899,  the  applicants  registered  "  White  Cap."  "  Nightcap  " 
had  been  used  substantially  and  largely  by  the  respondents. 
"  Red  Cap  "  had  been  put  upon  the  market  some  time  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  and  was  now  being  used.  "  White  Cap," 
on  the  evidence,  had  not  been  used  at  all.  So  far  as  he 
could  see,  "  Red  Cap "  was  a  perfectly  good  mark,  and  he 
held  that  it  was  vested  in  the  applicants.  Then  the  ques- 
tion arose  whether  "  Nightcap "  was  a  mark  which  was 
calculated  to  deceive.  There  was  no  design  or  picture,  but 
the  mere  words  "  Red  Cap,"  of  which  there  had  been  no  use 
until  after  the  registration  of  "  Nightcap."  The  goods  of  the 
applicants  had  not  got  on  the  market,  so  as  to  be  known  by 
any  description  such  as  that  of  "Cap"  soap.  The  real 
question  he  had  to  decide  was  whether  "Red  Cap"  did 
suggest  "  Nightcap,"  or  vice  versd.  In  his  opinion,  there 
was  r.o  similarity  in  sound.  He  thought  this  was  really 
an  attempt  and  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  applicants 
to  assert  a  monopoly  in  every  word  ending  in  the  "  cap  " — a 
claim  which  was  not  altogether  consistent  with  their  regis- 
tration in  August,  1899,  of  the  word  "  White  Cap,"  in  addi- 
tion to  "Red  Cap,"  that  word  being  much  more  like 
"Rf.dCap"  than  "Nightcap."  He  therefore  must  dismiss 
both  of  these  motions,  with  costs. 

Bleaching-powder  Litigation. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  yesterday  (Wednesday)  before 
Mr.  Justice  Grantham  and  a  special  jury,  the  case  of  Wallis 
Chlorine  Syndicate  (Limited)  v.  the  American  Alkali 
Company  (Limited)  came  on  for  trial.  It  was  an  action  to 
obtain  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  between  the 
two  companies  (or  alternatively,  damages)  by  which  the 
defendants  undertook  to  find  12.000/.  capital  for  providing 
buildings  and  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  bleaching- 
powder  under  Walla's  patents.  The  defence  was  a  denial 
of  liability.  Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  Q.C,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 
Boydell  Houghton  appeared  for  the  p'aintiffs,  and  Mr. 
Asquith,  Q.C,  M.P.,  Mr.  Swinfen  Eady,  Q  C,  and  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton for  the  defendant  company. 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  Q  C,  in;  opening  the  case,  said 
shortly  it  was  this  :  The  defendan's  agreed  to  establish  the 
plaintiff  company  in  works  and  plant  for  the  purpose  of 
manufacturing  bleaching-powder  by  Wallis's  method,  known 
as  the  nitric-acid  process.    Towards  the  cost  of  erecting  the 
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extra  plant  and  premises  necessary  for  turning  out  the 
product  for  the  American  trade,  the  defendants  agreed  to 
find  15,000/.  But  they  were  not  under  this  agreement,  signed 
in  August,  1895,  to  be  called  upon  to  find  the  money  until 
plaintiffs  had  obtained  80,000/.  subscribed  capital,  and  had 
established  works  for  the  conduct  of  their  English  and 
continental  business.  Difficulties  arose,  and  ultimately  the 
parties  entered  into  a  new  agreement  in  May,  1898,  the  effect 
of  which  was  that  the  defendant  company  agreed  to  find 
12,000/.  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  manufactory  capable 
of  an  output  of  50  tons  a  week.  In  consideration  they  were 
to  receive  first-charge  debentures  for  20,000/.  on  the  plaintiff 
company,  a  right  to  purchase  more  debentures  at  a  price 
much  below  par  value,  and  also  a  right  to  one-half  of  the 
gross  profit  of  the  manufacture.  That  was  the  final  agree- 
ment, and  it  had  not  been  carried  out. 

Before  evidence  was  called,  on  the  suggestion  of  his 
Lordship, 

Mr.  Asquith  argued  that  there  had  been  no  breach  of 
agreement.  The  substance  of  the  agreement  was  that  plant 
should  be  erected  to  produce  50  tons  of  bleaching-powder  a 
week.  Two  experts  inquired  into  the  cost.  Mr.  Wallis 
himself  put  it  at  15,000/.  for  erecting  plant,  and  5,000/. 
additional  working  capital ;  Mr.  Tait  at  16,000/.  for  erecting 
plant.  The  12,000/.  which  defendants  were  to  advance 
would  not  have  sufficed,  and  plaintiffs  had  no  prospect  of 
themselves  finding  the  remainder.  No  substantial  damages 
had  been  incurred. 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  observed  that  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  there  had  been  breach  of  contract,  and  that 
the  damages  were  more  than  nominal.  The  Wallis  Chlorine 
Company's  prospects  depended  on  obtaining  this  12,000/., 
and  without  it  its  shareholders  naturally  were  not  going  to 
throw  more  good  money  after  bad. 

At  the  resumption  of  the  hearing  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Law- 
son  Walton  explained  that  an  arrangement  had  been 
come  to,  so  that  the  invention  might  get  a  complete  and 
satisfactory  trial.  The  jury  was,  therefore,  discharged,  on 
the  understanding  that  if  the  arrangement  was  not  satis- 
factory his  Lordship  would  decide  the  matter  himself. 

The  Borax  Company  (Limited). 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  October  30,  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  and  Lords  Justices  Kigby  and  Vaughan  Williams, 
the  hearing  was  commenced  in  the  action  of  Foster  v.  the 
Borax  Company  on  appeal  by  the  defendant  company  from 
an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Farwell.  The  action  is  in  respect  to 
the  debentures  of  the  old  company. 

Volenite. 

IN  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  October  31,  Mr.  Justice 
Mathew  had  before  him  the  case  of  Lang  v.  Lamplough, 
which  concerned  a  claim  for  12,898/.  goods  sold  and  de- 
livered. The  defendant  said  he  was  not  liable,  as  he  was 
acting  as  agent  to  a  company  called  the  Volenite  Company. 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  Q.C.,  in  stating  the  facts  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Lamplough,  said  the  points  to  be  decided  were  whether 
the  plaintiff  was  to  be  paid  the  money  by  the  defendant, 
and  whether  the  defendant  was  indemnified  by  Volenite 
(Limited).  Mr.  Lamplough  is  a  chemist  and  an  engineer  to 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  had  considerable  knowledge  of  oils 
and  was  employed  by  the  Fish  Oil  and  Guano  Company 
(Limited),  and  invented  "Volenite,"  a  water-tight  com- 
position. A  company  called  Volenite  (Limited)  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  material  on  the  market.  Mr. 
Lamplough  found  10,000/.  of  the  money,  and,  as  agent  of  the 
company,  entered  into  business  relations  with  Mr.  Lang  who 
supplied  various  goods  which  were  the  subject  of  this  action. 
Mr.  Lamplough  was  called  and  gave  evidence  as  to  his 
dealings  with  the  company,  after  which  the  further  hearing 
was  adjourned. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Breach  op  Agreement. 
A  r  Newtownards  (co.  Down)  Quarter  Sessions,  before  County 
Court  Judge  Orr,  on  October  26,  Saml.  Nibloch,  druggist, 
Comber,  sought  to  recover  20/.  damages  from  Andrew 
Mawhinney,  butcher,  Newtownards,  for  breach  of  agreement. 
Plaintiff  deposed  that  he  entered  into  an  agreement  to 


take  a  house  in  Kirkcubber  from  the  defendant  at  15/.  a 
year,  as  he  intended  to  start  his  brother  there  as  a  druggist. 
The  agreement  was  prepared  by  a  solicitor  and  signed  by 
Mawhinney,  but  about  ten  days  after  the  agreement  was 
signed  witness  got  a  notice  from  Mawhinney  stating  that 
he  wanted  the  place  for  his  son.  Witness  went  on  the 
date  specified  in  the  agreement  to  take  possession,  when 
Mawhinney  ordered  witness  out.  The  police  then  came  in, 
and  at  their  request  plaintiff  left. 

The  defendant's  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  plaintiff 
broke  into  the  house.  He  (defendant)  was  to  get  the  11.  10s. 
before  giving  up  the  key  of  the  house  to  the  plaintiff. 

His  Honour :  Your  own  letter  shows  that  you  intended  to 
break  the  agreement.  I  will  give  a  decree  for  10/.,  with  18s. 
costs. 

Not  Entitled  to  Sue. 

At  Taunton  County  Court  on  October  23,  Messrs.  Loveridge  & 
Co.,  farriers,  sued  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Ashill,  for  2.1. 16s.  for  attend- 
ance upon  horses.  In  defence  it  was  submitted  that  plaintiffs 
were  not  entitled  to  claim  as  they  were  not  qualified 
veterinary  surgeons.  Solicitor,  for  the  plaintiffs  argued  that 
his  clients  were  entitled  to  sue  quantum  meruit,  but  Judge 
Beresford  replied  that  that  was  like  a  solicitor  practising 
without  being  admitted.  He  had  often  found,  he  said,  that 
farriers  were  much  better  in  some  things  than  a  qualified 
veterinary  surgeon,  but  if  a  man  wanted  to  act  as  a  veterinary 
surgeon  he  must  take  out  a  certificate.  He  nonsuited  the 
plaintiffs. 

Not  Negligence. 

At  Southwark  County  Court  on  October  30,  his  Honour 
Judge  Addison,  Q.C.,  giving  judgment  in  the  case  of  Ryan 
v.  Smith  (C.  S>  D.,  October  27,  page  704),  said  the 
question  he  had  to  decide  was  as  to  whether  on  the  facts 
disclosed  there  had  been  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant.  Negligence  depended  on  a  very  broad  principle, 
and  that  principle  was  that  no  man  could  by  his  negligence 
injure  a  fellow  creature  without  being  liable  in  damages. 
As  to  what  negligence  was  that  had  been  defined  by  a  well- 
known  authority  as  "the  doing  of  something  which  a 
reasonable  and  prudent  man  would  not  do,  or  the  omitting  to 
do  what  a  reasonable  and  prudent  man  would  do."  That 
had  never  been  varied  or  improved  upon  as  the  test  of 
negligence.  After  reviewing  the  facts  of  the  case  his  Honour 
said  he  could  not  find  that  the  defendant  had  done  what  a 
reasonable  and  prudent  man  would  not  do  or  that  he  had 
omitted  to  do  what  such  a  man  would  do ;  therefore  he  gave 
judgment  for  the  defendant  with  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

At  Sedbergh  Petty  Sessions  on  October  24,  John  Brunskill, 
Dent,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
which  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  the  Sheffield  analyst,  certified  as 
containing  179  per  cent,  excess  water  and  only  three- 
sevenths  of  the  minimum  proportion  of  ethyl  nitrite  required 
by  the  B.P. 

Milk  op  Sulphur. 
At  Derby  on  October  25,  William  Wilcockson,  chemist, 
Osmaston,  was  summoned  for  selling  4  oz.  of  milk  of  sulphur 
which  contained  14  parts  of  sulphate  of  lime.  For  the 
defence  it  was  contended  that  defendant  ordered  milk  of 
sulphur  from  Messrs.  Brook,  Parker  &  Co.,  Bradford.  Accord- 
ing to  the  invoice  from  that  firm  the  article  was  pure  milk 
of  sulphur.  Defendant  had  sold  it  just  as  he  receive! 
it,  and  he  believed  it  was  pure  milk  of  sulphur.  He  had 
since  written  to  the  firm  informing  them  that  the  article 
contained  sulphate  of  lime,  and  he  had  since  purchased 
from  another  firm  some  pure  milk  of  sulphur.  If  he  had 
adulterated  the  article  his  profits  would  only  be  increased 
by  about  4rZ.  a  year,  whilst  he  was  running  a  risk  of  being 
fined  20/.  The  Bench  eventually  imposed  a  fine  of  2s.  Qd. 
and  costs. 

Quinine-wine. 

At  the  Highgate  Petty  Sessions  on  October  31,  before  Sir  John 
Glover  and  other  Justices,  Mr.  Edward  H.  Taylor,  chemist, 
Queen's  Parade,  Muswell  Hill,  was  summoned  for  selling  to 
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the  prejudice  of  a  purchaser  quinine-wine  which  was  certified 
to  be  25  per  cent,  deficient  in  quinine. 

Mr.  Bridge  conducted  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  and 
Mr.  F.  W.  Beck  (instructed  by  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association)  appeared  far  the  defendant. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Bridge,  the  county  inspector,  deposed  to  the 
purchase  on  September  21. 

Mr.  E.  Bevan,  the  analyst,  was  called,  and  proved  the 
certificate,  which  stated  the  sample  contained  0-13  per  cent, 
of  quinine  instead  of  0'18. 

Cross-examined :  He  based  his  certificate  upon  the  B.P. 
of  1898.  The  B.P.  should,  of  course,  be  the  standard  upon 
which  all  chemists  should  work. 

The  Chairman  said  the  bottle  stated  that  it  was  prepared 
according  to  the  B.P. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Beck,  the  witness  said  he  was  familiar 
with  the  old  B.P.  of  1885,  which  stated  that  the  finished 
article  should  contain  1  gr.  of  quinine  sulphate  in  1  oz. 
There  was  no  tuch  statement  in  the  new  one.  Ordinarily 
there  were  tests  prescribed  for  what  the  finished  article 
should  contain.  Orange-wine  contained  tannin,  which  would 
precipitate  the  quinine  as  tannate.  The  1898  B.P.  changed 
the  quinine  from  sulphate  to  hydrochloride.  The  change 
was  to  avoid  the  precipitation.  He  had  made  no  experiments 
to  see  if  that  object  was  attained.  He  knew  of  the  editor  of 
the  B.P.'s  digest  of  criticisms. 

Mr.  Beck  was  proceeding  to  read  from  this,  when  Mr. 
Bridge  objected,  but  the  point  was  oveiruled,  Mr.  Beck 
having  pointed  out  that  the  editor  of  the  B.P.  was  Professor 
Attfield,  and  he  was  authorised  to  publish  revisions.  In  this 
the  professor  referred  to  a  statement  by  Alcock,  who  con- 
firmed a  statement  in  the  C.  <f  B.  that  the  new  quinine-wine 
is  liable  to  precipitation  ;  and  that  he  had  found  quinine 
citrate  in  the  precipitate. 

In  answer  to  a  further  question,  Mr.  Bevan  said  if  there 
was  precipitation  he  should  expect  to  find  the  quinine  in  the 
precipitate. 

Mr.  Beck  :  You  know  Allen,  of  Sheffield  1 

Mr.  Bevan  :  He  is  a  great  authority. 

Mr.  Beck  then  read  from  last  week's  issue  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  a  speech  upon  this  question,  in  which  he 
said  there  was  "some  excuse  for  pharmacists  who  sold 
quinine-wine  which  did  not  contain  1  gr.  of  the  active 
principle  per  oz.,  since  some  of  it  might  have  passed  into 
the  deposit." 

Mr.  Beck  :  Do  you  agree  with  that  1 

Mr.  Bevan  :  I  think  it  reasonable. 

Mr.  Beck  :  You  cannot  give  us  any  iclea  of  how  much 
would  be  lost  ? 
Mr.  Bevan  :  No. 

Mr.  Beck :  The  duty  of  the  chemist  is  to  prepare  his  drugs 
in  accordance  with  the  B.P.  This  question  was  called 
attention  to  as  soon  as  the  B.P.  was  issued. 

Mr.  Bevan  thought  it  a  pity  it  was  not  dealt  with  before 
the  issue,  as  there  was  a  lapse  of  thirteen  years  since  that  of 
1885. 

Mr.  Beck  :  Can  you  say  it  was  not  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  B.P.  1 
Mr.  Bevan  :  No. 

Further  questioned,  Mr.  Bevan  said  it  was  necessary  to  use 
orange-wine. 

Mr.  Beck :  It  would  be  wrong  to  use  orange-wine  which 
had  no  tannin  in  ? 

Mr.  Bevan  :  You  are  not  told  to. 

Mr.  Beck  :  If  you  obey  the  B  P.  you  use  orange-wine  which 
has  tannin  in  it,  and  the  better  the  orange-wine  the  more 
tannin  it  contains? 

Mr.  Bevan  :  I  do  not  think  I  can  go  so  far  as  that. 

Mr.  Beck :  There  is  tannin  in  the  orange-wine  as  a  rule  1 

Mr.  Bevan  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Beck  said  common  orange-wine  contained  no  tannin, 
and  the  cheap  sort  could  be  bought  for  Is.  4cZ.,  and  it  went 
up  as  high  as  Qs.  The  best  orange-wine  contained  most 
tannin. 

Mr.  Bevan  :  I  do  noli  know  that. 

Mr.  Beck  ;  Assume  it.  I  will  prove  it.  Assuming  that,  the 
better  the  orange-wine  the  greater  the  precipitate.  Look  at 
those  samples  (produced).  One  is  common,  without  tannin, 
and  the  other  has  tannin  in  it. 

Having  examined  them  the  witness  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  better  one  had  the  tannin  in. 


Mr.  Beck  produced  samples  of  wine  showing  that  the  kind 
made  with  good  orange-wine  was  cloudy,  and  the  other 
clear.  A  man  could  use  cheap  wine  and  less  quinine,  and 
the  analyst  would  find  the  same  conditions  as  when  the  best 
wine  was  used  with  all  the  quinine. 

To  this  the  witness  assented. 

The  Chairman  :  Would  the  precipitation  account  for  the 
whole  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Bevan  :  I  do  not  think  it  would. 
Mr.  Beck  :  You  cannot  say  how  much  1 
Mr.  Bevan :  No. 

Mr.  Beck  :  Your  opinion  is  not  based  upon  experiments  ? 
Mr.  Bevan  :  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman :  Assuming  that  this  quinine-wine  was 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.,  does  the  analyst 
adhere  to  what  I  understood — that  by  precipitation  it  may 
have  come  to  the  condition  it  was  when  the  analysis  was 
made  1 

Mr.  Bevan  :  The  precipitation  would  not  account  for  the 
whole,  but  it  does  not  then  follow  that  it  was  not  made  in 
accordance  with  the  B.P.    I  cannot  say  it  was  not. 

The  Chairman:  I  think  that  ends  ihe  case.  We  are  of 
opinion  that  this  case  ought  to  be  dismissed. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  jfailurea. 


Be  Cornelius  Bennett  Harness,  20  Maoauley  Roid,  Clapharo 
and  52  Oxford  Street,  London,  late  Managing-director  of  the 
Medical  Institute  (Limited], 

The  Official  Receiver,  in  his  report,  states  that  debtor  has 
informed  him  that  from  1881  up  to  1893  he  was  managing 
director  of  the  Medical  Battery  Company  (Limited).  The  debtor 
has  not  yet  filed  a  complete  and  proper  statement  of  his  affairs, 
but  says  his  unsecured  liabilities  amount  to  about  4,0007.  (of  which 
2,O0OZ.  appears  to  be  owing  to  his  wife),  and  assets  nil.  The 
debtor  attributes  his  insolvency  to  liability  incurred  in  respect  of 
a  guarantee  given  in  connection  with  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Medical  Battery  Company  (Limited),  and  to  law  costs. 


lie  Thos.  Hughes  Williams,  trading  as  Chemist  and  Druggist 
at  the  High-class  Drug-stores,  34-  Eccleston  Street,  Prescot, 
Lanes. 

Accounts  have  been  filed  by  this  debtor  showing  liabilities 
amounting  to  198?.  16s.  10(7..,  and  assets  80?.  lis.  Sd.,  less  137.  7s. 
for  preference  claims,  leaving  577.  4s.  6(7.,  and  a  deficiency  of 
1417.  lis.  10(7.  Debtor's  alleged  cause  of  failure:  "Removing 
from  38a  to  34  Eccleston  Street,  and  fitting  up  same  ;  also  illness 
and  death  of  child."  From  the  Official  Receiver's  observations 
it  appears  that  the  debtor  started  business  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  at  38a  Eccleston  Street,  in  1896.  He  had  a  wine-and- 
spirit  bottle  licence  attached  to  the  premises.  He  had  only  157. 
of  his  own  money  at  the  time.  In  1899  he  made  an  assignment 
to  a  trustee  for  the  creditors.  His  liabilities  were  then  set  down 
at  5277.,  while  his  assets  were  estimated  at  2807.  The  trustee 
carried  on  the  business  to  July  1,  when  he  sold  the  stock  and 
fixtures  to  Mr.  Thomas  Dennett  for  1307.  The  bankrupt  states 
that  he  afterwaids  managed  the  business  for  Mr.  Dennett;  that, 
some  of  the  creditors  knew  that  the  business  belonged  to  Mr. 
Dennett ;  and  that  goods  were  invoiced  in  the  name  of  Dennett, 
Williams  &  Co.  Mr.  Dennett  ultimately  transferred  the  business 
to  the  bankrupt  for  1307.,  the  bankrupt  agreeing  to  pay  all  the 
debts  due  in  connection  with  the  business  from  the  date  of  Mr. 
Dennett's  purchase  of  the  business  from  the  trustee  under  the 
assignment.  A  notice  was  tent  to  all  the  creditors  informing 
them  of  the  sale  of  the  business  from  Mr.  Dennett  to  the  bank- 
rupt, and  requesting  the  creditors  to  send  in  their  accounts  to  the 
date  of  the  transfer.  The  bankrupt  paid  Mr.  Dennett  447.  on 
account  of  the  purchase-money,  and  gave  him  a  promissory  note 
for  867.,  payable  at  17.  per  week,  for  the  remainder.  Shortly  after 
the  bankrupt  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Dennett  he 
received  notice  to  quit  the  shop  38a  Eccleston  Street.  Mr. 
Dennett  then  purchased  the  premises  34  Eccleston  Street,  and 
made  alterations  adapted  to  the  business.  The  bankrupt 
removed  into  the  new  premises  in  July,  and  paid  rent  from 
August  1.  In  September  the  bankrupt  fell  into  arrears  with  his 
payments  under  Mr.  Dennett's  promissory  note,  and  on  Mr. 
Dennett  threatening  to  take  action,  the  bankrupt  executed  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  The  bankrupt  declares 
that  the  net  profit  arising  from  carrying  on  business  from 
February  7,  1900,  to  date  of  receiving  order,  after  deducting  usual 
trade-expenses,  was  537.  15s. 
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Ee  Thomas  Irwin  Wallis,  9,  Great  Marylebone  Street,  AV., 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  30,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Linklater,  this  debtor  applied  to  pass  his  public 
examination  upon  accounts  showing  gross  liabilities  6,250/.  3s.  llrf. 
(unsecured,  4,162/.  16s.  4d.)  and  assets  valued  at  2,461/.  16s.  10c/., 
after  deducting  115/.  14s.  Id.  in  respect  of  the  preferential  claims 
The  debtor  was  fully  examined  upon  his  business- career,  par- 
ticulars of  which  were  given  in  the  C.  X-  D.  of  July  14  and 
August  4.  He  attributed  his  insolvency  to  the  cost  of  structural 
repairs  of  an  unforeseen  nature  to  the  Oxford  Street  premises  and 
to  loss  of  1,500/.  on  the  trading  there  ;  to  loss  of  capital  on  com- 
mencing a  new  business,  and  to  serious  and  prolonged  illness  in 
his  family.  The  business  at  Marylebone  Street  was  now  a  paying 
concern. 

The  examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


At  the  Stockton-on-Tees  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday,  a 
petition  was  filed  by  William  Bowness,  commercial  traveller,  living 
at  19  Bartlett  Street,  Darlington,  and  previously  residing  and 
carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  67  High  West 
Street,  Gateshead.  The  debtor  was  adjudicated  a  bankrupt,  and 
the  customary  receiving  order  was  made. 


<Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Ayshford,  G.  R.,  Lydmll,  W.  T.,  and  Buckley,  J.  R., 

under  the  style  of  Ayshford,  Lydall,  and  Buckley,  Birming- 
ham and  elsewhere,  surgical  and  medical  practitioners  ;  so  far 
as  regards  G.  R.  Ayshford. 

Martin.  G.,  and  Dalton,  J.  "W.,  under  the  style  of  Martin  & 
Dalton,  Bradford,  dentists. 

Phillips,  G.  G.,  and  Wise,  T.  A.,  under  the  style  of 
Phillips  &  Wise,  Tickhill,  Yorkshire,  surgeons,  &c. 

Richardson,  R.,  and  Kershaw,  E.,  under  the  style  of 
Richardson  <fc  Kershaw,  Sowerby  Bridge,  Yorkshire,  medical 
botanists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Xiloyd,  Owen,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  Merionethshire,  mineral- 
water  manufacturers. 

Wawby,  John,  and  Elliott,  Vincent  Harry  (carrying  on 
business  in  co-partnership  under  the  style  of  Mawby  & 
Elliott,  Leicester),  manufacturing-chemists. 


Iflew  Companies* 


Kelvindale  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — Registered  at 
Edinburgh  Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  purchase 
the  business  of  the  Kelvindale  Chemical  Company,  including  the 
manufacture  of  and  dealing  in  sheep  dips,  disinfectants,  and 
sanitary  preparations. 

Chemical  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited). — Capita!|5,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Charles  E. 
Talbot,  Arthur  H.  Davis  and  Herbert  T.  Cox,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemical-manufacturers,  by-product  recoverers, 
chemists,  manure-makers,  &c. 

Snow-white  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  2,00C/.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  A.  W.  C. 
Chaplin,  at  Victoria  Wharf,  West  Drayton,  as  "  The  Snow-white 
Soap,"  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  soap,  soap- powders, 
cleansing-materials,  etc.  A.  W.  C.  Chaplin  is  the  first  sole  director. 

Kasbek  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  21,000/.,  in  20,000 
ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each,  and  20,000  founders'  shares  of  Is.  each. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  work  mines,  oil-wells,  oil-bearing  and 
other  land,  coal  properties,  minerals,  &c.  The  first  directors 
are  :— G.  Spies,  F.  Lane,  W.  R.  von  Ofenheim,  R.  Spies,  and  C. 
Gulbenkian.  Qualification,  100/.  Registered  office,  26  Great  St. 
Helen's,  E.C. 

Craig  and  Rose  (Limited).— Capital  200,000/.,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  Craig  and  Rose, 
lead,  paint,  colour,  and  varnish  manufacturers,  and  oil  merchants, 
boilers  and  refiners,  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  London,  and  Cardiff. 
The  first  directors  are  : — Andrew  Rose,  Jas.  Adam,  D.  Stewart, 
and  H.  Rose.  Qualification,  500/.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the 
company.    Registered  office,  172  Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh. 


Biei  Eydat  Petroleum  Company  (Limited). — Capital  460,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  Banque 
Internationale  de  Commerce,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  to  carry  on 
in  Russia,  or  elsewhere,  the  business  of  winners,  refiners  of,  and 
dealers  in  petroleum  and  other  mineral  oils.  Registered  office,  5 
Bishopsgate  Street  Within,  E.C. 

Abbey  Effervescent  Salt  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
1,000,000/.,  in  10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  medicinal-preparations,  patent 
medicines,  drugs,  chemicals,  proprietary  articles,  surgical  and 
hospital  appliances,  &c,  and  in  particular  to  manufacture  and 
deal  in  "  Abbey's  effervescent  salt,"  and  "  Abbey's  effervescent 
potash,"  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  D.  Russell.  The  first 
subscribers  are: — E.  Cuck,  Copthall  House,  E.C,  secretary ;  F. 
H.  Golborne,  27  Cambridge  Gardens,  W.,  secretary ;  R.  W. 
Morrison,  68  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C,  printer ;  J.  M.  McEwen, 
37  Walbrook,  E.C,  incorporated  accountant;  J.  K.  D.  Mackenzie, 
Bart.,  19  Glazbury  Road,  W.  ;  A.  Waking,  The  Warrens,  Twicken- 
ham, gentleman  ;  and  A.  Teignson,  5  Verulam  Buildings,  Gray's 
Inn,  W.C,  gentleman.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first 
directors.  Qualification,  200/.  Remuneration,  150/.  each  per  annum, 
and  50/.  extra  for  the  chairman.  Registered  office,  144  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

Cox's  Drug  stores  (Limited). — Capital  5007.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  wholesale  and 
retail  chemist  and  druggist  and  oil  and  colourman  carried  on  by 

A.  Andrews  at  The  Cross,  Old  Hill,  Staffordshire,  as  "Cox's 
Drug-stores,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  grocers, 
photographic  apparatus,  and  surgical  and  other  instrument 
manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are: — A.  T.  Cox, 
3  Hayseech,  Old  Hill,  Staffs,  tube-examiner;  F.  W.  Cox,  3  Hay- 
seech,  Old  Hill,  Staffordshire,  warehouseman;  G.  Andrews, 
186  Edward  Road,  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham,  upholsterer ; 
S.  A.  Johnson,  13  Reddall  Hill  Road,  Old  Hill.  Staffordshire  ; 

B.  Millington,  72  Halesowen  Road,  Old  Hill,  Staffordshire, 
grocer;  Samuel  Bough,  25  Waggon  Street,  Old  Hill,  Stafford- 
shire, colliery  worker;  and  Arthur  Andrews,  186  Edward  Road, 
Ballsail  Heath,  Birmingham,  manufacturing  chemist.  Table  "  A  " 
mainly  applies.  Registered  office,  Cox's  Drug  stores,  The  Cross, 
Old  Hill,  Staffordshire. 


ftraoe^flDarks  Hpplieo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  il.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  24,  1900.) 

"Cerebos";  for  chemical  substances.  By  Cerebos  (Limited)' 
Picton  Terrace,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.    233,33 4. 

"  Khaki  " ;  for  non-alcoholic  cordials  and  syrups.  By  Wheatley 
&  Bates  (Limited),  Napier  Street,  Sheffield.  232,452. 

" Lavanddlasia "  (no  claim  for  "Lavandula");  for  all  goods  in 
Class  48.  By  A.  R.  Rogers,  High  Street,  Newmarket.  232,807. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  31,  1900.) 

"  Tex  "  ;  for  veterinary  and  medicinal  oils.  By  W.  C.  Tait,  19  Run 
do  Infante  d'Henrique,  Oporto.    233,153,  233,154. 

"  Exzymol  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Classes  3  and  42.  By  Fairchild 
Brothers  &  Foster,  Washington,  and  Laight  Street,  New 
York.  233,020. 

"Sanguini"  (no  claim  for  "Sanguin");  for  compound  essence 
for  making  sarsaparilla-wine.  By  C.  M.  Brown,  80  Bath 
Street,  E.C.  232,437. 

"  Lisco " ;  for  beverages.  By  the  London  Jug  and  Syphon 
Company  (Limited),  17  Philpot  Lane,  E.C.  232,823. 

"  Gazosa  "  and  signature  ;  for  aerated  waters.  By  G.  Gonnella, 
61  Stafford  Street,  Glasgow.  233,192. 

Signature  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  Abbott  Brothers, 
North  Mall,  Cork.  233,302. 


Funny. — To  ba  told  that  Burgundy  pitch  is  not  a  pitch, 
and  does  not  come  from  where  the  red  wines  are  made,  and 
that  cold  cream  is  not  existent,  seems  to  a  layman  funny, 
but  that  Iceland  moss  is  not  a  moss  and  does  not  come  from 
that  cold  region,  but  another  in  the  Austrian  Alps,  is  even 
more  curious. 
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Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

An  enjoyable  and  successful  musical  and  social  evening 
was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  October  25,  when  Mr. 
Frank  A.  Rogers  occupied  the  chair.  Messrs.  Marcus  J.  S. 
Barker,  H.  B.  Everson,  C.  Morley,  Victor  Blin,  Coates,  and 
A.  Latreille  contributed  songs,  sentimental  and  humorous. 
Mr.  T.  Morley  Taylor  was  responsible  for  some  good  recita- 
tions, and  Mr.  H.  Hymans  (violin),  and  Messrs.  J.  S.  Barker 
andH.  S.  Coupland  (pianists)  contributed  to  a  very  good  pro- 
gramme. A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  contributors  closed  the 
proceedings. 

Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening, 
October  30.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  including  Mr. 
G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  representatives  from  the  Bradford,  Leeds,  and 
Halifax  Associa'ions.  The  President  (Mr.  Walter  Stead) 
occupied  the  chair.  After  dinner  the  usual  patriotic  toasts 
were  given,  and  Mr.  R.  Broadhead  (Batley)  proposed  the  toast 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  In  the 
course  of  his  humorous  remarks  he  described  Mr.  Newsholme 
as  a  lion,  and  hoped  that,  if  they  should  happen  to  tread  on 
his  tail,  they  would  get  nothing  more  than  a  good-humoured 
growl.  They  at  that  gathering  were  a  jolly  lot  of  martyrs, 
and  they  were  delighted  to  make  a  martyr  of  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Criticising  the  Society,  the 
speaker  said  that  the  private  members  of  the  Council  were 
perfect,  but  as  a  Council  they  were  far  from  perfect.  (Hear, 
hear.)  In  his  opinion  they  would  never  have  a  peifect  Council, 
because  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  have  one  entirely  com- 
posed of  ex-editors.  He  believed  the  Council  did  its  best  under 
the  circumstances,  but  the  circumstances  were  malignant. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Broadhead  proceeded  to  favour  the  com- 
pany with  his  views  on  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  pharmaceutical 
unity,  and,  referring  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its 
work,  said  its  care  of  the  public  interest  was  best  expressed 
in  the  motto,  "  Habenda  ratio  valetudinis." 

The  toast  having  been  drunk,  Mr.  Newsholme  responded. 
As  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill  he  could  say 
little.  The  Council  hoped  that  it  would  satisfy  the 
majority,  and  if  it  did  he  trusted  the  minority  would  fall  in 
with  it.  He  was  sure  they  would  recognise  the  immense 
difficulty  the  Society  had  experienced  in  drafting  a  bill 
which  was  likely  to  be  of  service  to  the  public  and  satis- 
factory to  themselves.  There  were  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  Council,  but  he  could  say  this  for  his  colleagues — that 
they  tried  to  meet  each  other  on  some  of  the  points,  and 
there  had  been  some  give-and-take.  He  thought  the  Bill 
was  likely  to  get  through  Parliament,  to  be  of  service,  and 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  Society.  He 
hoped  there  would  be  no  false  criticism  of  it.  Alluding  to 
the  Council's  plan  of  organisation,  he  said  that  divisional 
secretaries  were  being  selected,  and  he  had  always  had  the 
greatest  hope  that  the  scheme  would  be  of  immense  value 
to  every  member  of  the  craft.  He  thought  the  scheme 
would  get  over  the  chaos  of  divergent  opinion  of  which 
Mr.  Broadhead  had  spoken.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  had  known 
of  the  weakness  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  for  a  very  long 
time,  and  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  received 
the  credit  of  not  doing  what  they  ought  to  do — not  because 
they  were  incapable  of  it,  but  because  the  Act  was  in- 
capable of  expansion  and  extension,  which  some  gentlemen 
thought  it  was.  It  was  the  Act  which  was  faulty,  and  he 
hoped  that  by  the  amended  Act  some  of  the  weaknesses' 
would  be  removed.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  proceeded  to  advo- 
cate a  compulsory  curriculum,  which  would  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  examiners  and  give  the  candidates  a  better 
chance.  (Applause.) 

"  The  Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association  "  was 
toasted  by  Mr.  Hebden  (Halifax),  who  urged  members  to 
depend  neither  upon  the  Association  nor  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  but  upon  their  own  efforts. 

The  President  replied  to  the  toast,  and  hoped  that  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  would  earn  unanimous  approval,  and  that  by 
laying  aside  their  individual  whims  and  fears  they  might 


close  their  ranks  in  an  effort  to  secure  reforms  which  they 
all  agreed  were  much  needed.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  J.  Day  (Dewsbury),  proposed  "  Kindred  Associations," 
and  Messrs.  Pollitt  (Leeds)  and  Silson  (Bradford)  responded. 
The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  was  proposed  by  Councillor 
Smith  Ward  (Batley)  and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Waddington, 
while  the  health  of  the  President  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J. 
Russell  (Southport),  and  heartily  drunk. 

The  evening's  enjoyment  was  contributed  to  by  songs  from 
Mr.  J.  Russell  and  Mr.  Walker  (Cleckheaton). 


£rafc>e  IRotea. 


The  No.  5  Vjbroxa  Picture  is  a  reproduction  in  sepia  of 
Rosa  Bonheur's  Horse  Fair,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the 
National  Gallery.  The  points  of  this  chef-d'eeuvre  are 
rendered  with  admirable  fidelity,  and  it  just  needs  one  of 
Landseer's  from  the  same  gallery  to  make  a  nice  pair.  Messrs. 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  (Limited),  Holloway,  N.,  will  send 
a  send  a  copy  for  2s.  6d.  to  any  address  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  any  country  in  the  Postal  Union. 

"Tigress"  Saccharin.— The  Anglo- Continental  Chemi- 
cal-works (Limited),  1  &  2  Rangoon  Street,  E.C.,  have  issued 
the  fifth  edition  of  their  booklet  on  the  uses  and  advantages 
of  the  "  Tigress  "  brand  saccharin.  The  pamphlet  is  a  very 
useful  one  to  aerated-water  manufacturers,  as  it  gives  work- 
ing recipes  for  syrups  and  drinks  in  which  saccharin  may  re 
substituted  in  part  or  entirely,  for  the  sugar  generally  used. 
Hints  are  also  given  on  the  use  of  saccharin  in  brewing, 
spirit  and  liquor-making,  and  in  jams  and  marmalade.  The 
booklet  will  be  sent  to  any  interested  persons  on  application. 

Bacteriological  Test-case. — The  extended  interest 
givento  bacteriology  inthe  medical  curriculum  andinmethods 
of  analyses  has  created  a  _. 


demand  for  a  set  of 
reagents  and  apparatus 
adapted  to  the  more  com- 
mon methods  of  examina- 
tion, and  Dr.  W.  H. 
Martindale  has  designed 
an  exceedingly  compact 
and  neat  case  which  Mr. 
W.  Martindale,  10  New 
Cavendish  Street,  W.,  is 
placing  upon  the  market. 
The  case  is  made  of 
polished  mahogany,  and 
contains  all  the  apparatus 
and  stains  requisite  for 


the    detection    of  the 
bacilli  of    diphtheria,    tuberculosis,  typhoid,  and  other 
organisms,  viz. : — 

Reagents  :  Alkaline  methylene  blue  solution,  aniline-gentian- 
violet  solution,  carbo-fuchsin  solution,  eosin  solution,  alcohol, 
Gram's  solution,  25  per  cent,  sulphuric  acid,  aniline  oi),  acetic  acid, 
xylol,  Canada  balsam  and  xylol,  vaseline  with  dropper  for 
hanging-drop. 

Apparatus,  &c. :  One  hundred  thin  cover-slips,  cleaned,  in 
alcohol,  two  cornet  forceps,  ordinary  forceps,  platinum  loop, 
platinum  point,  two  dissecting-needles,  finger-pricker,  10  c.c. 
measure,  two  test-tubes,  set  of  capillary  tubes  for  taking  samples 
of  blood,  two  diphtheritic- swabs  (sterile),  1  doz.  cleir  thin  micro- 
slides,  hollow-ground  slide  (two  cavities),  three  watch-glasses  with 
ground  edges,  filter-papers,  metal  spirit-lamp. 

To  these  are  added  a  book  of  methods  for  staining 
organisms,  and  giving  directions  for  diluting  stock  solutions. 
Although  bacteriological  work  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  a 
common  practice  by  pharmacists  for  some  time  to  come, 
those  who  do  think  of  it  will  do  well  to  provide  themselves 
with  one  of  these  cases.  But  it  is  as  a  side-line  that  we 
bring  the  case  under  the  notice  of  our  subscribers,  for 
chemists  in  the  neighbourhood  of  hospitals  and  medical 
schools  may  do  a  good  thing  in  it  by  judicious  pushing. 
A  hospital  surgeon  who  has  used  the  case  informs  us  that 
it  was  much  wanted  by  medical  students  and  practi- 
tioners. "  It  saves  a  lot  of  time  and  trouble  with  cases  at 
the  hospital,  for  one  can  with  it  prepare  specimens  at  once, 
instead  of  having  to  take  everything  to  the  laboratory.  For 
men  preparing  for  the  '  final '  it  will  be  especially  useful." 
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fiftooem  pfoarmaq*. 

By  Joseph  Ince. 


"  TTHE  Art  of  Dispensing"  just  issued  is  a  distinct  gain 
JL    to  the  literature  of  the  subject. 

This  excellent  manual,  revised,  augmented,  and  generally 
brought  up  to  date,  will  be  invaluable  to  the  student  of 
medicine  desirous  of  knowing  something  of  an  art  with 
which  his  profession  is  so  intimately  connected,  and  to  the 
pharmacist  whose  immediate  concern  it  is  to  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  every  branch  of  dispensing. 

That  such  a  treatise  was  wanted,  the  appearance  of  six 
editions  (the  fifth  having  been  six  times  reprinted)  is  suffi- 
cient proof,  and  that  such  a  treatise  was  too  long  wanting,  is 
the  regretful  experience  of  many  of  the  older  generation. 
The  writer  recalls  his  own  personal  mortification  on  entering 
a  purely  dispensing  establishment,  with  no  guide  whatever  to 
teach  him  ordinary  methods  of  compounding,  or  to  save  him 
from  the  disappointment  resulting  from  futile,  because 
ignorantly  directed  efforts. 

A  settled  prejudice  existed  against  the  systematic  study 
of  an  art,  the  knowledge  of  which  was  an  everyday 
necessity  ;  and  while  chemistry,  materia  modica,  and  botany 
received  due  honour  at  the  hands  of  eminent  expositors,  and 
pharmacy  as  represented  in  pharmacopceial  operations  re- 
ceived a  certain  measure  of  attention,  dispensing  found  but 
scanty  recognition  either  in  literature  or  lectures. 

To  render  an  account  in  full  detail  of  the  methods  and  pro- 
cesses involved  in  the  practice  of  this  art,  to  furnish  a  running 
commentary  on  pharmaceutics,  including  developments  for 
which  elegant  pharmacy  is  responsible,  has  been  the  object 
contemplated  by  the  Editor,  and  he  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
his  success. 

Purely  dispensing  methods  are  based  first,  foremost,  and 
chiefly  on  a  producible  knowledge  of  the  chemical  relations 
of  substances  to  each  other,  and  the  application  of  this 
knowledge  to  the  compounding  of  a  physician's  prescriptions. 

Hence  the  dispenser  should  be  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  general  principles  of  chemical  incompatibility — a  most 
difficult  subject  even  when  restricted  within  dispensing 
limits.  Valuable  information  is  given  on  this  point,  and  we 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  student  to  this  as  a  matter 
of  supreme  importance. 

We  would  reiterate  the  cogent  remark  of  the  Editor  that  it 
would  be  well  for  the  dispenser  to  recognise  at  the  outset 
how  closely  his  chemical  knowledge  bears  on  dispensing 
skill. 

So  far  he  is  not  engaged  on  a  new  study,  but  on  the 
practical  application  of  his  laboratory  work. 

Great  would  be  the  dispenser's  relief  from  many  a  per- 
plexity which  disturbs  his  soul,  and  which  he  trusts  to 
omniscient  journalism  to  disentangle.  Bear  in  mind  this 
fact — chemistry  alone  will  not  teach  dispensing,  nor  will 
the  reading  of  Watts's  "  Dictionary  "  from  one  end  to  the 
other  throw  light  on  spreading  plasters  or  on  rolling  pills. 

A  knowledge  of  galenical  pharmacy  is  an  essential  adjunct. 

Chemical  reactions  themselves  are  controlled  or  modified, 
often  in  the  strangest  manner,  by  the  presence  of  various 
menstrua  of  vegetable  origin.  The  behaviour  of  syrupus, 
mucilagines  acacias  et  tragacanthce,  as  also  of  glycerinum, 
forms  a  study  of  its  own. 

Lastly,  the  art  depends  on  manipulative  skill,  to  be 
acquired  solely  by  personal  work  for  which  neither  oral  nor 
printed  instructions  can  be  a  substitute,  while  a  habit  of 
constant  observation  must  be  concurrent.  The  treatise  on 
which  these  remarks  are  founded  has  brought  into  con- 
venient compass  the  collective  opinion  of  pharmacists  relative 
to  the  Art,  while  the  Editor  has  not  refrained  from  adding 
sundry  comments  of  his  own.  In  these  days  of  periodical 
literature  one  cannot  hope  to  follow  the  innumerable 
suggestions  offered  by  the  press  ;  moreover,  a  sifting  process 
is  required  to  separate  the  worthless  from  the  good. 

The  notice  (page  32)  on  Percentage  Solutions,  which  may 
be  read  in  conjunction  with  a  chapter  on  the  same  subject 

*  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing :  a  Treatise  on  the  Methods  and 
Processes  involved  in  Compounding  Medical  Prescriptions."  Sixth 
edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  by  Peter  MaeEwan,  F.C.S.  Crown 
8vo.  Pp.  viii  +  490,  with  numerous  illustrations,  and  bound  in 
buckram.    Price,  5s.  Qd.  net ;  by  post,  5s.  lCd. 


by  Caspari,  should  remove  a  stumbling-block  from  the  path 
of  the  candidate  for  examination  who  errs  not  infrequently 
in  this  matter. 

The  chapter  on  Mixtures  is  wisely  extended  (from  pages 
37  to  77)  so  as  to  embrace  all  manner  of  difficulties  ;  mention 
has  been  made  already  of  the  section  devoted  to  Incom- 
patibles.  No  later  than  on  pages  23  and  29  one  discovers 
that  this  is  an  age  of  progress,  but  in  what  direction  is  not 
always  obvious.  An  aphorism  once  given  by  the  present 
writer  is  quoted,  thus  : — 

Hold  the  scales  firmly  by  the  left  hand;  never  lift  them  high 
above  the  counter;  and  judge  of  the  weight  as  much  by  the 
indicator  as  by  the  position  of  the  scales. 

This  is  deemed  too  mediaeval  to  be  comprehended  by  the 
youth  of  the  present  day. 

It  is  explained,  therefore,  that  up  to  about  forty  years  ago 
these  old-fashioned  hand-scales  were  solely  used  in  dispen- 
sing, but  that  they  are  rapidly  and  deservedly  giving  place 
to  more  accurate  scales  suspended  from  a  pillar  or  even  to 
chemical  balances. 

It  is  sad  to  think  that  dispensing-ingredients  should  have 
been  weighed  in  balances  now  found  wanting.  The  writer 
holds  to  the  statement  that  use  and  the  trained  hand  will 
dispense  as  accurately  with  one  form  as  with  the  other,  and 
that  a  duffer  will  weigh  inaccurately  with  either. 

Up  to  June  30,  1893,  about  four  years  ago,  not  forty,  no 
other  than  hand-scales  were  used  in  the  Society's  Official 
School,  and  the  results  obtained  were  satisfactory. 

The  chemical  balance  placed  on  some  druggists'  counters 
has,  on  the  writer's  personal  inquiry,  proved  to  be  an  orna- 
mental fixture  intended  to  impress  the  public.  He  would  be 
of  a  strangely  captious  spirit  who  would  pose  as  the  laudator 
temporis  acti  in  view  of  the  genuine  advance  of  modern 
pharmacy,  and  of  the  liberality  both  of  thought  and  action 
which  now  characterise  its  followers.  Compare  the  rows  of 
antique  volumes  on  pharmacy  reposing  in  their  primeval 
dust  on  the  top  shelf  of  the  Society's  Library  with  any 
average  modern  treatise,  and  note  how  turgid  sentences 
give  place  to  simplicity  of  style,  how  the  new  is  the  outcome 
of  knowledge,  while  the  old  is  its  vain-glorious  assumption. 
This  but  half  represents  the  situation.  None  will  accuse  our 
ancestors  of  rushiDg  into  print ;  they  approached  the  press 
with  reverential  awe  and  solemn  step. 

But  the  typical  old  pharmacist  would  have  thought  his 
last  hour  had  come  had  any  of  his  hoarded  recipes  seen  the 
light  of  day.  He  kept  his  knowledge  to  himself.  Batches 
of  such  manuscript  books,  absolutely  without  value,  are  in 
the  possession  of  some  historic  houses,  and  may  occasionally 
be  picked  up  at  a  bookstall. 

As  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  century  the  publication  of 
such  a  book  as  "The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  would  have  been 
regarded  with  much  disfavour,  and  the  student  of  to-day  may 
be  congratulated  on  the  age  in  which  he  lives.  A  wave  of 
more  enlightened  thought  has  swept  away  the  notion  that  a 
knowledge  of  dispensing  should  be  limited  to  work  behind 
the  counter,  which  is  an  excellent  preparation — more  than 
desirable,  indeed  indispensable.  Schools  of  pharmacy  have 
now  arisen  where  dispensing  forms  part  of  a  systematic 
course  of  study,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  all  concerned. 

An  admirable  text-book  has  now  been  provided. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  Standard. 

Sir, — Yes,  a  5  you  say  on  page  692  of  your  issue  of 
October  27,  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  speech  at  Sheffield  on  the 
above  subject  was  opportune.  But  when  he  stated  (page  689) 
that  the  editor  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  had  held  "  that 
that  compilation  had  no  right  or  authority  to  be  regarded  as 
a  standard  for  the  articles  described  therein,"  he  was  so 
t:  straining  the  usual  amenity  of  controversy*'  (Anthony 
Hope,  in  "  Quisante  ")  as  to  be  stating  what  was  untrue,  though 
doubtless  he  did  not  deceive  those  to  whom  he  spoke.  For 
every  pharmacist  present  must  have  known  that  no  one  has 
done  more  than  I  have  to  maintain  and  extend  the  position 
taken  up  in  the  prefaces  to  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  1857, 
1835,  and  1898 — namely,  that  the  book  affords  "one  uniform 
standard  and  guide  whereby  the  nature  and  composition  of 
substances  to  be  used  in  medicine  maybe  ascertained  and  de- 
termined." In  your  issue  of  November  27,  1885,  vol.  xxix., 
page  713,  will  be  found  a  record  of  my  first  intimation  to 
the  Medical  Council  of  the  desirability  of  converting  the 
Pharmacopoeia  as  a  standard  and  guide  for  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  into  a  standard  and  guide  for  the  whole  British 
Empire.  I  have  worked  in  that  direction  ever  since.  Between 
1890  and  1898,  especially,  I  laboured  voluntarily  but  inces- 
santly towards  the  same  end,  and  am  proud  of  the  results, 
for  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  is  admitted  by  scores  of  her 
Majesty's  dependencies  to  satisfy  Imperial  requirements.  A 
few  weeks  will,  I  trust,  see  the  further  fruition  of  the  seed 
thus  sown  fourteen  years  ago — thanks,  of  course,  throughout 
that  period  to  the  efforts  of  great  men  on  the  Medical 
Council  and  in  India  and  the  colonies — fruition  to  be  elabo- 
rated, we  may  hope,  from  decade  to  decade  of  the  twentieth 
century.  Who,  I  repeat,  has  worked  longer  or  harder  than 
I  have  to  maintain  and  enlarge  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as 
a  standard  and  guide  in  respect  of  the  articles  described 
therein  ?  When  Mr.  Allen  states  that  I  hold  the  Pharma- 
copoeia to  be  no  such  standard,  he  states  what  is  not  true.  I 
defy  him  to  point  to  any  such  allegation  by  me. 

In  his  speech  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  cunningly  stated  an 
inference  as  though  it  were  a  fact.  He  is  cunningly  grind- 
ing an  axe  which  shall  enable  authorities  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  guillotine  the  pharmacist  by  using 
the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a  standard  under  those  Acts.  In  my 
report  for  1898  on  "  Kesearches  and  Criticisms  in  Relation 
to  the  Pharmacopoeia/'  under  the  heading  "  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,"  I  point  to  eight  or  ten  illustrations  of 
the  unfairness  to  pharmacists  of  any  such  commercial 
application  of  official  standards,  show  how  thereby  they 
would  be  liable  to  be  deprived  of  legitimate  trade,  and 
indicate  how  any  such  action  might  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  sick  and  suffering.  Bat  that,  as  Rudyard 
Kipling  would  say,  is  another  story  altogether.  I  must  not 
now  enlarge  on  it.  Nor  can  I  here  give  the  reasons  why  I 
agrea  with  you  that  certain  parts  of  Mr.  Allen's  speech  at 
Sheffield  were  opportune. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  in  writing  to,  I  think,  the  Times  some 
years  ago  against  the  absurd  suggestion  that  the  bitterness 


of  bitter  ale  was  due  to  strychnine,  included  in  his  letter 
the  words  "  a  lie  dies  hard."  He,  therefore,  of  all  men 
should  be  the  last  to  utter  a  statement  which  might  induce 
any  hearer  or  reader  to  consider  that  I  have  said  what  has 
never  passed  my  lips,  what  I  never  have  conceived,  and  what, 
is  opposed  to  all  my  labours  and  hopes  in  connection  with 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  often  adopt  Mr.  Allen's 
analytical  prccesses;  I  should  be  sorry  to  follow  his  contro- 
versial methods.  Yours  faithfully, 
Watford,  October  30,  1900.  John  Attfibld. 

Sir, — One  does  not  take  an  after-dinner  speech  too 
seriously,  but  as  some  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  remarks  (C.  &  Z>., 
page  689)  have  evident  reference  to  my  Conference  paper, 
and  are  characteristic  of  a  particular  class  of  opinion,  1 
should  like  to  make  a  few  comments  thereon. 

I  would  be  the  last  to  advocate  the  free  sale  of  articles 
which  have  been  "diluted,  adulterated,  or  sophisticated." 
I  believe  in  all  preparations  being  made  of  good  quality  and 
truly  representing  what  they  purport  to  be.  It  is  because 
many  persons  have  been  fined  for  selliDg  articles  which  were 
neither  diluted,  adulterated,  nor  sophisticated  that  I  wroto 
the  paper  referred  to.  No  one  objects  to  the  Pharmacopoeia' 
being  taken  as  a  standard  for  its  own  preparations.  What 
we  object  to  is  the  unfair  and  unreasonable  use  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  in  that  regard,  a  misuse  and  misapplication 
which  are  largely  due  to  the  public  analyst.  I  believe  in 
freedom  of  trade.  Broadly  speaking,  a  merchant  may  sell 
anything  he  pleases  if  he  gives  the  customer  what  he  wants 
for  his  money.  What  certain  legal  and  analytical  authori- 
ties say,  in  effect,  is  that  that  rule  does  not  apply  1o 
chemists.  Why  not  has  never  been  explained,  and  it  is 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  the  higher  courts  would 
countenance  any  such  restriction  of  trade. 

Much  has  been  made  out  of  a  High  Court  decision  to 
tincture  of  opium.  A  man  had  been  charged  with  selling 
tincture  of  opium  which  was  markedly  deficient  in  morphine. 
Very  properly  the  charge  was  upheld.  When  a  person 
purchases  tincture  of  opium  he  wants  something  of  a  definite 
pharmaco-dynamic  value  to  allay  pain,  produce  sleep,  or 
stop  diarrhoea;  and  to  knowingly  sell  him  an  article  which 
is  appreciably  deficient  in  alkaloid  is  a  fraud  in  every  seDse 
of  the  word.  The  same  is  true  in  a  minor  degree  of  all  the 
highly  active  preparations,  whether  official  or  non-official. 
It  is  rather  remarkable  that  prosecutions  for  the  sale 
of  deficient  alkaloidal  preparations  are  very  raie, 
although  these  are  by  far  the  most  important  items  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  favouiite  trick  is  to  purchase  some 
article  which  is  likely  to  be  under  standard,  and  then  to 
assert  to  the  Judge  that  the  preparation  has  been  deliber- 
ately made  deficient,  or  that  the  purchaser  has  been  seriously 
prejudiced  by  the  sale,  both  oE  which  contentions  are 
generally  false.  To  compare  the  sale  of  old  spirit  of  nitre- 
with  the  sale  of  stinking  fish  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  The 
old  preparation  of  the  earlier  pharmacopoeias  upon  which 
the  popular  reputation  of  spirit  of  nitre  was  built  never  by 
any  chance  contained  even  the  B.P.  minimum  of  ethy5 
nitrite.  Yet  we  are  asked  to  believe  that  a  purchaser  is 
cruelly  treated  if  he  gets  a  spirit  containing  1  per  cent,  of 
ethyl  nitrite,  a  point  to  which  spirit  of  full  strength  very 
rapidly  falls  in  the  hands  of  the  retailer.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  liniment  of  camphor  can  be  prepared  without  percep- 
tible loss  of  camphor  by  the  obvious  expedient  of  effecting 
solution  in  a  closed  vessel.  That  does  not  alter  the  fact  thai 
much  nonsense  has  been  written  and  spoken  on  the  subject. 
In  the  first  place  camphor  does  not  dissolve  readily  in  a 
fixed  oil.  For  that  reason  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia,  which  is 
usually  regarded  as  a  fairly  good  manual,  directs  that  ife 
should  be  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  heat,  but  in  a  flask  to 
avoid  loss.  I  believe  it  was  very  common  in  small  phar- 
macies to  dissolve  the  camphor  by  heating  the  oil  in  an 
open  basin,  and  then  adding  the  camphor.  Mr.  Allen  will 
perhaps  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  loss  in  such  a  process 
may  amount  to  from  10  to  30  per  cent ,  according  to  the 
temperature  attained.  It  may  be  an  unwise  method,  but 
the  men  who  employed  it  and  sold  the  product  were  not 
dishonest.  And  after  all  it  is  still  doubtful  whether  the 
fact  of  "camphorated  oil"  being  a  synonym  for  liniment  of 
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camphor  in  the  B.P.  renders  illegal  the  sale  of  any  other 
preparation  not  of  the  official  formula.  It  is  wiser  to 
keep  only  the  official  liniment,  but  a  purchaser  who  obtained 
a  liniment  containing  only  10  per  cent,  of  camphor  dissolved 
in  pure  cotton-seed  oil  would  receive  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion, and  would  not  be  in  any  wise  prejudiced  if  he  under- 
stood that  he  was  not  being  supplied  with  the  official 
liniment,  and  was  charged  a  fair  price.  I  think  enough  has 
been  written.  By  all  means  use  the  Pharmacopoeia  as  a 
standard  in  every  appropriate  case,  but  not  as  an  excuse  for 
instituting  paltry  and  unworthy  proceedings  which  might 
fittingly  have  occupied  the  courts  of  a  lately-deceased 
Republic,  but  are  hardly  what  we  expect  of  the  judicial 
machinery  of  a  great  nation.  Yours  very  truly, 

Edinburgh,  October  27.  D.  B.  Dott. 

The  Inspector's  Latest. 

[A  Brentford  coffee- shop  keeper  has  been  fined  10s.  and  costs  for 
selling  to  a  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  nine  slices  of  bread  and 
margarine  as  "  buttered  bread  "  at  hd.  a  slice.] 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector,  so  complacent  and  ubiquitous, 

His  eagle  glances  darting  to  detect  the  evil-doer, 
With  joy  beholds  a  victim  who— not  hitherto  iniquitous — 

To  deeds  of  deepest  daring  he'll  incontinently  lure. 
So  his  plausible  accomplice,  by  skill  his  net  in  casting, 

Contrives  to  catch  the  innocent  so  affable  and  green 
By  asking  him  for  "  buttered  bread  "  wherewith  to  stay  his  fasting, 

And  getting  what  he  wanted— namely,  bread  and  margarine. 

With  slices  nine  triumphantly  confronting  hapless  coffee-man, 

The  F.  and  D.  Inspector,  with  much  dignity  and  pride, 
Divides  his  treasured  samples  into  portions  three,  and  every  one 

He  seals  with  care  hermetie'lly,  with  plenty  wax  outside. 
Forthwith  to  learned  analyst  he  hies  with  keen  rapidity. 

The  F.I.C.  is  hungry,  and  he  presently  is  seen 
Disposing  of  the  slices  with  a  marvellous  avidity, 

And  certifying  simply — that  it's  bread  and  margarine. 

'The  "  intricate  analysis,"  the  work  "  involved,  elaborate," 
The  "  microscopic  detail,"  and  the  "  paltry  guinea  fee," 
The  "fraud  upon  the  public,"  and  the  "  trace  of  sodium  biborate," 

Are  laid  before  "  their  Worships  "  in  their  base  enormitee. 
The  Solons  frown  severely,  and  in  solemn  tones  admonishing 

The  luckless  coffee-vendor,  say  there's  never,  never  been 
A  case  so  void  of  conscience,  so  depraving,  so  astonishing, 

"  As  selling  bread  and  butter  'stead  of  bread  and  margarine  !  " 

So  pluck  up  heart,  ye  pharmacists,  whose  lives  are  rendered 

cumbersome 
By  calls  inquisitorial  from  that  useful  personage 
Who  minds  our  bread  and  butter,  and  who  lights  the  pathway 

lumbersome 

Of  lean  and  learned  analysts  with  hunger  to  assuage. 
The  B.P.  strictly  follow,  and  you'll  miss  the  anesthesia 

Of  county  court  proceedings  or  a  squalid  p'lice-court  scene, 
For  selling  ung.  hyd.  mitius  or  carbonate  of  magnesia 

Is  almost  quite  as  heinous,  p'raps,  as— bread  and  margarine. 

Charm.  (230/61.) 

Mr.  "Waddington  and  Others. 

Sir, — Mr.  Waddington  has  made  a  speech  which  has  been 
■copied  pretty  fully  into  both  pharmaceutical  organs,  and  I 
think  it  merited  that  distinction.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Wad- 
dington has,  in  my  opinion,  failed  to  grasp  the  significance 
•of  the  original  finding  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  connection 
with  drug  companies.  Many  people  besides  Mr.  Waddington 
hold  very  hazy  views  on  it.  For  instance,  Sir  Robert  Reid 
■asked  me  the  other  day  if  we  would  not  be  content  if  stores 
were  placed  under  the  same  control  as  ourselves.  It  will 
become  plain  to  anybody  who  understands  the  original  find- 
ing that  this  is  out  of  the  question.  A  company  may  be 
.placed  under  as  stringent  control,  or  more  stringent  control, 
or  less  stringent  control  thai  we  are  under ;  but  it  simply 
cannot  be  placed  under  the  same  control.  Mr.  Waddington 
-and  many  others  appear  to  think  that  if  the  word  "  person  " 
in  the  Pharmacy  Act  had  been  "  persons "  all  would  have 
•been  right.  It  is  not,  however,  a  mere  matter  of  singular 
and  plural.  The  finding  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  that  a 
limited  company  is  neither  a  person  nor  persons,  but  an  entity 
entirely  new  in  British  trade,  for  which  a  name  had  to  be 
found.  They  suggested  the  very  inappropriate  name  of 
"  impersonal  person."  Such  a  company  has  neither  gender 
■nor  number  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  I  think  we  may  all  agree 
with  this  finding,  as  really  the  directors  of  a  company  are 


no  more  members  of  its  body  than  the  shareholders.  It  is 
plain,  therefore,  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  might  have  been 
made  to  apply  to  "persons"  (which  it  has  always  done)  by 
the  use  of  the  word  "  persons  "  ;  but  it  could  never,  as  Mr. 
Waddington  suggests,  have  been  made  to  apply  to  "  com- 
binations." There  are  only  two  ways  in  which  we  can  deal 
with  them — these  are  either  exclude  them  from  pharmacy 
altogether,  or  establish  some  special  control  for  them.  After 
studying  this  question  for  some  years,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  desirable  as  the  first  may  be  it  is  altogether 
beyond  our  reach,  and  we  are  forced  back  on  the  second 
alternative.  We  have  to  find  some  special  mode  of  control 
for  them,  and  it  is  desirable  that  this  control  should  be 
sufficiently  stringent  to  prevent  unqualified  managers  from 
occupying  positions  as  superiors  over  qualified  men,  and 
also  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  further  influx  of  mere 
unqualified  adventurers  into  the  retail  drug-trade.  A  director 
who  is  qualified,  and  acts  as  bond-fide  general  manager, 
would  accomplish  both  these  ends,  as  there  would  be  no 
inducement  for  a  quack  huckster  to  form  a  company  if  he 
could  not  himself  secure  the  management  at  a  large  salary. 
I  do  not  think  we  would  have  much  to  fear  from  drug- 
companies  if  qualified  men  were  paid  fair  salaries  for 
managing  the  various  branches,  and  a  qualified  man  got  a 
large  salary  for  acting  as  general  manager.  This  is  not 
closing  up  stores,  but  it  is  practically  capturing  them,  and 
it  is  all  we  can  hope  for,  I  am  afraid.  I  know  that  I  have 
made  some  enemies  by  adopting  this  line  of  argument,  and 
there  is  nothing  I  regret  more;  but  if  these  gentlemen 
would  stud}'  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings  I  am  quite  sure 
they  would  reach  the  same  position.  The  difficulties  are 
indeed  very  great.  Quite  recently  I  was  congratulated  on 
my  position  by  a  gentleman  who  has  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  pharmacy  for  years.  This  gentleman  is  himself 
managing  director  in  a  large  private  limited  company,  the 
genuine  nature  of  which  no  man  would  for  a  minute  dis- 
pute. The  shares  are  in  the  hands  of  the  managing  director, 
and  the  families  of  deceased  chemists  ;  yet  it  is  a  limited 
company,  and  some  of  the  people  intimately  connected  with 
it  must  be  unqualified.  I  do  not  suppose  that  many  men 
would  wish  to  injure  a  company  of  this  kind,  and  if  they  did 
so  wish  there  would  be  no  hope  of  their  success.  Mr. 
Waddington's  other  five  points  are  all  important,  but  I  think 
it  would  be  well  not  to  complicate  matters  by  calling 
special  attention  to  them  just  now.  We  are  all  pretty  well 
agreed  that  the  company-question  is  most  urgent,  and  we 
must  focus  our  attention  on  it. 
Dumfries,  October  29.  James  Reid. 

Illegal  or  Illegitimate. 

Sir, — "  Xrayser's  "  precepts  and  examples  do  not  tally. 
Omitting  the  various  epithets  which  have  recently  been 
applied  to  me  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  I  think  the 
first  sentence  in  "Xrayser's"  paragraph  will  apply  to  his 
"  biassed,"  "  let  loose,"  and  the  other  inferences  about  my 
discretion  and  my  capacity  for  understanding  the  issue.  It 
is  quite  beside  the  point  whether  I  alone  had  communications 
with  three  members  of  Parliament.  It  is  not  necessary,  in 
recording  a  single  statement,  to  go  into  details  of  the  circum- 
stances, or  of  the  other  chemists  who  took  part.  The  single 
sentence  bearing  on  the  peculiarity  of  the  widows'  clause  is 
quite  sufficient  in  dealing  with  that  subject  without  loading 
a  letter  with  extraneous  matter.  "  Xrayser's  "  surmises  only 
serve  to  show  how  far  a  man  can  use  his  imagination  when 
he  is  endeavouring  to  serve  two  masters.  The  real  point  at 
issue,  as  pointed  out  by  The  Chemist  axd  Druggist  on 
numerous  occasions,  is  the  protection  of  the  public,  and  it  is 
self-deception  for  us  to  under-estimate  the  enlightened 
public,  including  M.P.'s,  in  their  way  of  looking  at  the 
question,  which  resolves  itself  into  this  : — Can  we  not  get  our 
medicines  just  as  well  from  the  qualified  manager  for  "  Drugs 
(Limited)  "  as  we  can  from  the  qualified  manager  for  "  the 
executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Brown  ?  "  "  Xrayser  "  says,  "  No, 
certainly  not."  And  why  1  Because  "  death  is  inevitable 
and  registration  at  Somerset  House  is  not ! "  Thanks, 
"Xrayser,"  for  another  example  of  cirrhosis  of  the  logic.  I 
will  go  into  the  question  of  property  illegitimately  acquired 
by  the  companies  if  "  Xrayser  "  will  say  whether  by  "  illegiti- 
mately "  he  means  "  illegally."  I  am  not  an  adept  at  hair- 
splitting, but  it  is  something  to  know  we  have  got  so 
far  as  "  illegitimate."    His  argument  could  be  grasped  if  he 
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had  said  straight  out  "  that  the  object  of  the  concession  in 
the  one  case  is  to  preserve  a  property  legally  acquired,  and 
in  the  other  to  illegally  acquire  a  new  property."  I  am 
waiting  for  further  instruction. 

Batley,  October  29.  K.  Beoadhead. 

Sale  of  Bitters. 

Sir, — Our  attention  having  been  recently  called  by  a 
customer  to  the  question  of  retail  sales  of  Angostura  bitters, 
we  have  ascertained  that,  to  quote  from  the  consignees' 
letter,  "  Chemists  will  require  a  wine-and  spirit  licence  to 
legally  sell  '  Angostura  Bitters.'  "  This  fact,  we  believe,  is 
not  generally  known,  and  our  customer  suggests  that  it 
might  be  well  to  "  put  the  retailers  on  their  guard  against 
being  picked  up."  Yours  faithfully, 

Charterhouse  Square,  E.C.,  F.  Newbery  &  SONS. 

October  31. 

After  Many  Years. 

"  Do  you  remember  me  ? "  the  infirm  old  gentleman 
inquired  piteously  as  he  hobbled  up  to  the  counter.  And 
regretfully  we  had  to  plead  our  inability.  "  No,  perhaps  it 
is  too  much  to  expect,"  he  continued.  "Listen!  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  I  came  here  as  a  chance  customer,  and  after 
enjoying  a  counter-acquaintance  of  a  few  weeks  with  you, 
ordered  a  special  article  I  required  for  some  photographic 
work  I  had  in  hand.  Time  rolled  on  apace,  but  my  want 
remained.  '  Remainder  to  follow,' '  Expected  daily  and  shall 
be  despatched  immediately  on  receipt,'  were  samples  of 
references  made  to  it  by  your  wholesale  house.  For  some  years 
this  continued  until  at  last — Heaven  forgive  me — we  quarrelled, 
and  I  left  the  shop  with  bitter  taunts  on  my  lips  concerning 
your  business  capabilities.  But  I  was  wrong,  my  friend, 
I  was  wrong ;  for  my  life  since  then  has  been  spent  in 
wandering  from  one  photographic  store  to  another  trying  to 
find  the  man  who  could  get  me  what  I  wanted  in  a 
reasonable  space  of  time.  Everywhere  I  have  found  it  the 
same — order  and  wait — order  and  wait.    And  now  I  am  an 

old  "  Just  at  this  moment  Sutton's  carman  bustled  in 

with  our  daily  parcel  of  photographic  goods  from  London, 
and  as  the  old  gentleman  mournfully  mused  we  unpacked 
the  parcel  and  tried  to  encourage  our  reminiscent  friend  to 
forget  the  past  and  wallow  in  the  delight  of  up-to-date 
photo-apparata.  Our  efforts  were  successful — the  light  of 
interest  sparkled  in  the  old  man's  eye,  his  cheek  flushed  and 
his  fingers  trembled  with  pleasurable  excitement  as  he 
lingered  over  some  new — and  to  him  new  and  wonderful — 
appliance.  We  left  him  for  a  few  minutes  to  attend  an 
urgent  duty,  and  were  horror-stricken  on  our  return  to  find 
him  limp  and  helpless  on  the  cold,  tiled  floor.  Thank 
goodness,  he  was  not  dead,  although  the  shock  was  great ; 
for,  when  we  looked  again,  we  saw  lying  at  the  bottom  of 
the  case  the  unfortunate  gentleman's  "special  order"  of 
five-and-twenty  years  ago  !  W.  W.  Hornby. 

Sir, — Would  you  please  allow  me  a  word  through  your 
columns  re  photographic  sundries  houses  ?  I  may  say  that 
I  have  experienced  all  the  troubles  of  "Nunquam,"  and  can 
sympathise  with  him.  The  offenders  have  been  the  largest 
dealers  in  the  trade  who,  above  all  others  in  this  particular, 
should  be  above  suspicion.  But  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree 
with  "  Nunquam  "  in  his  remarks  referring  to  the  remunera- 
tive character  of  the  photographic-trade.  I  find  that  this 
branch  of  my  business  is  the  worst  or  almost  the  worst  cut 
of  any  department  in  my  establishment,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  plates  and  papers  protected,  I  am  beaten 
down  in  all  directions.  What  about  the  C.S.S.A.,  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  other  stores  ?  Do  they  sell  at  full  prices  1 
The  classes  who  take  up  photography  as  an  art  are  mostly 
those  who  know  all  about  the  cutting  stores.  Hinc  ilia 
laeliryma.  How  would  "  Nunquam  "  work  a  supply-associa- 
tion for  photo  goods?  Would  our  energetic  friend,  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  tack  this  on  to  his  Association  in  some  way  1 
Yours  faithfully, 

Nomen.  (228/25.) 

"  Bits  from  Birmingham." 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  is  not  quite  accurate  in  saying 
"  Astwood  Bank  people  complain  that  there  is  only  one 
chemist  in  the  village."  True  some  irresponsible  person 
wrote  to  the  Birmingham  Post  saying  that  in  his  opinion,  a 


jeweller,  two  high-class  confectioners,  two  butchers  (high 
class  and  cheap),  tailors,  drapers,  hairdressers,  &c,  were 
required,  adding  there  was  only  one  chemist.  But  if  actions 
speak  louder  than  words,  the  people  of  Astwood  Bank  do 
not  "  complain  "  seeing  that  a  short  time  ago  they  presented 
their  "  one  and  only  chemist  "  with  an  illuminated  address, 
a  gold  watch  and  chain,  and  a  tea-and-coffee  service,  costing 
more  than  50/.,  voluntarily  raised  by  subscriptions  ranging 
from  one  penny  to  two  guineas.  Astwood  Bank  possesses  a 
population  of  about  1,800,  of  whom  more  than  90  per  cent, 
belong  to  the  working  class.  To  your  intelligent  readers 
this  will  explain  why  the  local  chemist  is  obliged  to  supple- 
ment his  income  derived  from  high-class  pharmacy  by 
undertaking  other  business  and  professional  agencies  as 
your  correspondent  correctly  stated. 

Yours  truly, 

Anon.  (226/56.) 

Assistants'  League. 
Following  upon  "  Fortior's  "  letter  in  our  last  issue  we  have 
received  a  note  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  President  of  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  explaining  that  Rule  19  of  the 
Union  makes  it  "a  league  of  assistants  to  prevent  unjust 
limited  companies  obtaining  good  qualified  reliable  men." 
In  regard  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Union  Mr.  Pickering 
informs  us  that  few  of  those  who  write  to  the  C.A.U.  enclose 
a  stamp  for  a  reply.  The  funds  are  not  large,  and  corre- 
spondence is  a  drain  upon  them  which  a  little  thoughtf  ulness 
on  the  part  of  those  who  ask  favours  might  avoid.  Mr. 
Pickering  also  informs  us  that  some  assistants  who  have 
obtained  situations  through  the  Union  do  not  take  the 
trouble  to  tell  that  they  are  suited.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy 
this  should  be  done. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


214/74.  W.  F.  cf  S.—  There  is  nothing  on  the  proposed 
label  to  render  it  liable  to  stamp-duty. 

222/37.  Mistiira. — A  mixture  flavoured  with  chloroform, 
such  as  you  suggest,  would  not  be  regarded  as  chloroform 
or  a  preparation  thereof. 

223/3.  Cylisus. — It  is  legal  to  sell  pennyworths  of  ben- 
zine in  bottles  brought  by  customers.  See  The  Chemists" 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  under  "Petroleum." 

223/21.  Lex. — The  understanding  which  you  came  to  with 
the  agent  in  regard  to  letting  the  shop  would  certainly  apply 
to  the  house  also. 

223/43.  A.  E.  M. — You  should  read  our  Educational 
Number.  Apprenticeship  to  a  chemist  and  druggist  is  not 
compulsory  for  the  Minor,  but  three  years'  experience  in  the 
translation  and  dispensing  of  meelical  presciiptions  is. 

227/16.  A.  E.  B. — Off-wine  licences  apply  to  the  premises, 
and  there  is  a  provision  for  the  successor  of  anyone  who  has 
obtained  a  licence  for  a  set  of  premises  carrying  on  until  the 
next  petty  sessions.    Apply  to  your  superintendent  of  police. 

228/60.  Eoasui  sends  us  a  round  label  with  the  following 
wording  : — "Our  own  make.  And  is  not  sold  as  a  B.P.  pre- 
paration." He  says  it  "  covers  all  preparations  of  the  B.P. , 
including  paregoric  without  opium."  The  latter  part  of  the 
statement  we  doubt,  because  tr.  camph.  co.  sine  opio  cannot 
properly  be  called  "paregoric." 

219/54.  A.  W.  P.  has  a  lease  of  premises,  one  condition 
of  which  is  that  he  should  keep  the  drains  in  order.  The 
next-door  tenant  has  no  such  condition  in  his  lease,  although 
the  water-flows  of  the  roofs  are  mutual.  The  drainage  from 
the  next-door  shop  is  carried  through  the  dividing-wall,  and 
goes  under  A.  W.  P.'s  premises.  A.  W.  P.  is  much  incon- 
venienced by  leakage  through  the  wall,  and  wants  to  know 
if  he  can  compel  his  neighbour  or  the  landlord  to  divert  this 
drainage.  [Our  correspondent  cannot  compel  the  removal 
of  the  drain  running  under  bis  premises,  but  the  local  autho- 
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rity  might  do  so  on  his  complaint  that  it  was  a  nuisance. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  leakage  of  water  through  the  wall 
itself  constitutes  a  nuisance  which  our  correspondent  is 
entitled  to  have  restrained,  if  necessary,  by  injunction.] 

227/99.  Nemo. — If  yon  prescribe  a  mixture  containing  a 
scheduled  poison,  and  enter  the  prescription  in  your  pre- 
scription-book, it  becomes  exempt  under  the  17th  Section  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  wording  of  which  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  provisions  as  to  labelling  with  the  name  of  the 
article  and  the  word  "  Poison  "  shall  not  apply  to  any  article 
when  forming  part  of  the  ingredients  of  any  medicine 
dispensed  by  a  person  registered  under  the  Act. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


195/18.  Sterling. — (1)  The  cough-mixture  is  too  complex 
in  its  vegetable- contents  to  admit  of  accurate  analysis. 
(2)  "Washing-powder  for  laundress's  use. — This  contains 
about  10  per  cent  of  caustic  soda,  the  other  90  per  cent, 
being  carbonate  of  soda. 

207/19.  T.  O.  A. — Books  on  Vinegar-making. — Dus- 
sance's  "  Manufacture  of  Vinegar,"  25s.  (Trubner),  and 
Wetherell's  "  Manufacture  of  Vinegar,"  7*.  6d.  (Trubner). 

188/66.  B.  3j  S. — Fining  Porter. — The  use  of  phosphoric 
acid  for  this  purpose  is  new  to  us.  The  finings  generally 
used  is  made  by  soaking  isinglass  in  sulphurous  acid  and 
beer. 

202/42.  Salol. — (1)  Ginger-beer  is  fermented  at  a  tem- 
perature of  between  65°  and  70°  F.  (2)  The  wine  you 
mention  can  only  be  sold  by  licensed  wine-vendors. 

190/10.  Egyptian  (Ciiro).  —  Liquid  Depilatory. — See 
C.  4'  B.,  October  13,  page  628  Ammonium  sulphide  is  also 
occasionally  used. 

188/53.  En/us.— (1)  Articles  on  the  manufacture  of  small 
quantities  of  hard  and  soft  soap  appeared  in  the  C.$B., 
August  14,  1880,  page  339,  and  October  15,  1880,  page  441. 
An  abstract  of  the  articles  would  not  do  justice  to  the 
subject.  (2)  Spanish  Juice  is  the  inspissated  juice  of 
GlycyrrMza  glabra.  The  most  famous  is  the  "  Solazzi " 
juice,  manufactured  at  Corigliano,  in  Calabria.  It  takes  its 
name  from  the  original  proprietor  of  the  factory,  Cavaliere 
Domenico  Solazzi  Castriota.  The  juice  known  as  "Cori- 
gliano "  is  made  at  another  factory  in  the  same  town. 
Pignatelli  juice  is  made  at  Torre  Cerchiora,  and  takes  its 
name  from  the  proprietor  of  the  factory,  as  does  also 
"  Barracio  "  juice,  made  at  Cotrona. 

209/14.  R.  C.  T.— Restoring  Malt  and  Oil.— There  is  no 
process  by  which  you  could  restore  the  granular  malt  and  oil. 

192/53.  Carpet.  —  Carpet-renovator.  —  This  generally 
contains  a  powder,  such  as  fullers'  earth  or  kaolin,  but 
your  sample  does  not.  It  appears  to  be  ammonium  oleate, 
made  by  the  action  of  strong  ammonia  on  oleic  acid. 

190,65.  Xylonite. — Vegetable  Colours  for  Jellies  — 
These  can  be  prepared  by  extracting  with  water  such  dyestuffs 
as  fustic,  French  berries,  and  turmeric.  Cochineal  and 
saffron  yield  the  most-used  vegetable  colours — red  and  yellow. 
A  brown  colour  is  managed  with  caramel,  and  a  green  with 
chlorophyll. 

188/61.  Ruling. — (1)  Essence  of  Cherry. — -Your  sample 
seems  to  be,  as  you  suggest,  mainly  composed  of  tincture  of 
Virginian  prune  bark.  If  you  make  a  basis  by  percolating 
Virginian  prune  bark  with  a  menstruum  of  equal  parts 
of  glycerin,  water,  and  spirit,  and  afterwards  add  judiciously 
small  quantities  of  benzoic  and  oenanthic  ethers,  you  will  get 
a  similar  product.  (2)  Cocoanut  Essence. — This  is  made 
by  extracting  ground  cocoanut  (such  as  is  used  for  puddings) 
with  proof  spirit.    We  have  not  a  working  formula  for  it. 


212/56.  F.  H.  8. — Egyptiacum  is  the  name  of  a  relic  of 
ancient  pharmacy,  now  relegated  to  veterinary  use  and  but 
seldom  used  in  this  country.  The  origin  of  "egyptiacum"  is 
shrouded  in  antiquity.  It  was  first  mentioned  by  Mesues,  who 
is  supposed  to  have  lived  a  thousand  years  ago.  Under  the 
title  of  "  unguentum  regyptiacum  "  it  was  given  in  the  first 
London  Pharmacopoeia,  1618,  and  ascribed  to  Mesues.  It 
was  given  under  the  same  name  in  successive  Pharma- 
copoeias until  the  P.L.,  1745,  when  it  appeared  as  "  mel 
regyptiacum";  in  the  P.L.  1787  it  was  called  "  oxymel 
regyptiacum " ;  in  the  P.L.  1809  "  linimentum  regyptia- 
cum," which  it  continued  to  be  called  in  the  editions  up  to 
1851.  It  was  left  out  of  the  1884  Britiidi  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  is  still  official  in  the  Belgian  Pharmacopceia  and  the 
French  Codex — in  the  latter  case  as  a  veterinary  medicine. 
The  formula  is — 

Verdigris      ...       ...       ...       ...     1  oz. 

Vinegar       ...       ...       ...       ...     7  oz. 

Purified  honey    14  oz. 

Dissolve  the  verdigris  in  the  vinegar,  strain,  and  boil  with  the 
honey  till  thick. 

The  preparation  separates  after  standing  some  time,  the 
bottom  layer  being  often  called  "  unguentum  regyptiacum  " 
and  the  top  layer  "  mel  regyptiacum."  Egyptiacum  is 
used  as  a  detergent  and  escharotic  in  diseases  of  animals. 
Formerly,  when  used  as  a  human  medicine,  in  addition  to 
the  above  purposes  it  formed  when  diluted  a  gargle  for  sore 
throat. 

9/10.  J.  O. — Wheat-dressing. — Your  sample  has  been 
made  from  a  C.  $  B.  recipe,  and  consists  of — 

Iron  sulphate    6  lbs. 

Copper  sulphate     ...       ...       ...    2  lbs. 

Crude  carbolic  acid  ...       ...       ...    2  oz. 

Mix,  and  pack  in  impervious  paper.  A  1-lb.  package  is  the 
quantity  for  8  bushels  of  wheat. 

196/40.  A.  R.  B. — Dry  Soap. — This  has  a  composition 
somewhat  as  follows  : — 

Powdered  cocoanut-oil  soap  ...  6  parts 
Powdered  carbonate  of  soda  ...  2  parts 
Pearlash   1  part 

Mix  well. 

190/67.  J.  H.  B. — Horse-blister. — The  specimen  you 
send,  used  very  largely  and  successfully  by  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  is  a  cantharides  one.  The  following  is  an  imita- 
tion :— 

Cantharides  3iss. 

Acetic  ether  

Camphor       ...       ...       ...       ...  si- 

Spirit  ...   3vj. 

Macerate  for  a  week,  strain,  and  filter. 

186/45.  Senega. — (1)  Butter-flavours  are  used  by  mar- 
garine-makers, but  we  have  no  formula.  The  strong- 
flavoured  butter  produced  at  Kampen  (Holland)  is  also 
used  as  a  butter-flavour  in  margarine.  (2)  Prepared 
Starch. — This  is  made  of  starch  (14),  borax  (1),  and  French 
chalk  (1).  The  approximate  quantities  are  indicated  in 
parentheses. 

212/49.  H.  J.  T.— Alterative  Ball— The  following  is  the 
approximate  formula  for  this  : — 


Pulv.  resinae  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Quininse  sulphatis   ...       ...       ...  gr.  xv. 

Pulv.  calumba?    5j- 

Pulv.  zingib   5ij. 

Lini  farina?    ...       ...       ...       ...  5'ss. 


Mix  well  and  press  into  a  gelatin  capsule.  One  to  be  given 
nightly. 

196/39.  Ferrum. — The  Developer  is  a  metol-quinol  one 
in  which  sodium  sulphite  is  used. 

210/34.  J.  McK. — We  cannot  tell  what  is  meant  by  "  Aq. 
Salicia."  It  may  be  aq.  salicis,  but  we  cannot  find  that 
willow-bark  was  ever  given  in  aqueous  solution  other  than 
decoction.  Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  can  suggest  what  is 
meant.  "J.  McK. "says  it  was  dispensed  in  London  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 
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190/58.  T.  B.  H. — (1)  Teething-powders  — These  are 
composed  as  follows  : — 

Hyd.  subchlor.    5j. 

Sacch.  lactis  Siiss. 

Carmini   gr.  ij. 

M.  bene. 

Weigh  into  3  gr.  powders,  and  direct  that  for  a  child  of  1  to  3 
months  a  third  of  a  powder  be  administered ;  from  3  to  6 
months,  half  a  powder ;  and  from  6  months  and  upwards,  one 
powder  and  no  more. 

(2)  We  prefer  not  to  give  you  a  soothing-powder  containing 
morphine  for  children's  use  :  it  might  land  you  into  serious 
difficulties. 

203/50.  J.  M.  T. — The  Miraculous  Cough-mixture  is 
made  as  follows  : — 

Ac.  sulph.  arom   Bss. 

Vin.  opii       ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Vin.  antimon.  ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Syr.  rhceados   Svj. 

Spt.  chloroformi    §j. 

Syrupi  ad    3XX- 

The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful  sipped  occasionally. 

203,49.  G.  Y.  C.—{Y)  Portland  Cement.— The  best  work 
on  the  manufacture  and  testing  of  Portland  cement  is  Keid's 
"  Science  and  Art  of  Manufacturing  Portland  Cement," 
18s.  (Spon).  A  smaller  work  work  is  Faija's  "  Portland 
Cement  for  Users,"  2s.  (Lock  wood).  (2)  The  first 
description  of  Victorium  was  published  in  the  C.  B., 
May  6,  1899,  page  742. 

207/41.  Antifouling. — There  is  not  much  published  on 
Antifouling-composition  for  ships'  bottoms.  The  literature 
on  the  subject  is  mostly  contained  in  patent-specifications 
from  1882  to  the  present.  Inventors  seem  to  ring  the 
changes  between  oxide  of  iron,  pitch,  shellac,  resin,  the 
silicates,  and  tannin,  with  or  without  hyd.perchlor.  The  Dutch 
Eailways  have  concluded  that  red-lead  is  the  best  antif  ouling- 
compound,  and  a  Commission  appointed  by  the  American 
Navy  Department  came  to  the  conclusion  that  zinc-white 
was  the  best,  whilst  a  mixture  of  red  and  white  lead  followed 
it  closely.  There  is  a  translation  from  the  German  by  Andes 
on  iron  corrosion  and  anticorrosive  paints,  published  by 
Scott  &  Greenwood  (10s.  6d.~). 

21/9.  Yorkshire-man. — Washing-liquor. — This  is  a  mix- 
ture of  turpentine  §iss  ,  liquid  ammonia  §ivss.  "  Yorkshireman" 
says  it  is  a  marvellous  cleanser.  The  directions  are  to  add 
a  third  of  a  6-oz.  bottle  (which  sells  at  3d.)  to  each  tubful  of 
clothes.  The  liquor  is  also  used  for  carpets,  and  for  moisten- 
ing the  blacklead  for  cleaning  stoves. 

193/72.  Suck. — The  Ulcer-ointment  which  is  so  very 
effectual  may  be  made  as  follows  : — 


Hydrarg.  sulph.  rub.  ...  ...  gr.  ij. 

Zinci  oxidi    ...       ...  ...  ...  5ij. 

Acid,  carbolici        ...  ...  ...  nrxx. 

Vaselin.         ...       ...  ...  ...  Jss. 

Lanolin.        ...       ...  ...  ...  Jiss. 

M.S.A. 


204/26.  Haust.  Homatropin.  c.  Ars. — Our  inquiries  in 
Switzerland  have  led  to  nothing  definite  except  that  the 
doctor  who  wrote  the  prescription  has  used  an  illegal 
abbreviation  of  a  Swiss  formula.  The  apotheker  in  Switzer- 
land who  dispensed  the  prescription  might  give  the  informa- 
tion. 

204/35.  LacJinanthes. —  Lachnanthes  Tinctoria  is  the 
botanical  name  of  spirit-weed  or  red-root,  a  North  American 
plant.  A  tincture  of  the  plant  (1  in  10  proof  spirit)  has  been 
recommended  for  checking  the  cough  of  consumptives.  It 
is  said  to  be  an  ingredient  of  Mr.  Alabone's  consumption- 
mixtures.    The  dose  of  the  tincture  is  from  3  to  10  minims. 

206/10.  Belgravia. — The  Salts  for  Nauheim  Baths  are 
covered  by  patent,  and  consist  of  acid  sulphate  of  potash  (in 
fused  cakes)  and  bicarbonate  of  soda.  The  agents  are 
Messrs.  Buchner,  Schacht  &  Co.,  55  Fore  Street,  E.C.  Refer 
also  to  an  article  on  the  Nauheim  treatment  in  the  C.  &  B., 
August  26,  1900. 


204/53.  Etcher. — Etching  Glass  with  Rubber  Stamp. — 
The  following  is  the  composition  of  one  of  the  "  inks  "  used 
for  this  purpose  : — 

Sodium  fluoride       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Glacial  acetic  acid  10  dr. 

Water    10  oz. 

Dissolve  the  sodium  fluoride  in  water,  triturate  the  solution 
with  a  sufficiency  of  barium  sulphate  to  malte  a  smooth,  creamy 
mixture,  finally  add  the  acetic  acid,  and  bottle. 

The  bottles  need  to  be  made  of  guttapercha,  or  if  of  glass 
they  should  be  coated  with  paraffin  wax. 

5,  30.  C.  B. — The  best  book  cn  cordial-making  is  published 
by  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited),  but  the  formulas 
prescribe  soluble  essences.  See  also  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas." 

18/8.  Hair. — Our  analysis  of  your  sample  of  Hair-spray 
gives  it  a  composition  like  this  : — 

Liq.  potassre  ...       ...       ...       ...  5>j- 

Tr.  canthar.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...       ...    3i  j . 

Aq.  camph.  ad    Sviij. 

M. 

211/21.  P.  McG.—  You  will  find  all  you  want  to  know  re- 
garding the  Registered  Druggists'  examination  in  our  Irish 
Supplement. 

196/33.  A.  J.  S)  F.  —The  "  blus  berries"  imported  from 
Libau  are  those  of  the  whortleberry  or  bilberry  (Vaccinium 
MyrtiUus).  They  are  chiefly  used  in  Northern  countries  for 
making  preserves. 

213/15.  L.  P.  S  I. — Situations  in  South  Africa  are  fre- 
quently advertised  in  the  C.  4'  D.  Supplement.  You  should 
reply  to  one  or  other  of  these  advertisements.  Your  Irish 
licence  will  be  accepted  out  there  for  registration-purposes. 
After  you  have  had  two  or  three  years'  experience  in  the 
place  you  may  be  able  to  command  a  higher  salary,  but 
without  that  experience  you  must  be  content  to  take  the 
salaries  that  are  going.  You  will  find  a  good  deal  about 
South  African  experience  in  back  numbers  of  the  C.  4'  D 
and  intelligent  reading  of  our  South  African  news  throws 
light  on  the  state  of  affairs  there.  You  are  the  first  tee- 
totaler we  have  ever  heard  of  who  frankly  confesses  to  taking 
"  a  bottle  of  stout  for  dinner  and  one  for  supper."  We 
presume  your  other  qualifications  are  not  of  the  same 
character. 

191/14.  Farrier. — We  gave  the  titles  of  some  good 
veterinary  books  to  supplement  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice  "  in  the  C.  $  D.,  October  21,  1899,  page  684.  The 
three  Veterinary  Journals  are  the  Veterinarian  (monthly, 
Is.  6d.),  the  Veterinary  Journal  (monthly,  Is.  6d.),  and  the 
Veterinary  Becord  (weekly). 

52/11.    Cascara. — Alterative  Dog-mixture  : — 

Balsam  of  sulphur   §j. 

Olive  oil    5iij. 

Dose  :  A  teaspoonful  morning  and  evening. 

The  balsam  of  sulphur  is  prepared  by  heating  together 
sulphur  2  oz.  and  olive  oil  16  oz.  on  o  sand-bath  till  the  mix- 
ture becomes  thick. 

208/65.  F.  H.  W. — (1)  A  little  Bismarck  brown  would 
serve  to  colour  the  ginger-wine  powder  if  burnt  sugar  is 
objectionable.  (2)  Paraffin  applied  for  a  few  days  round 
the  edges  of  china  letters  cemented  on  windows  generally 
suffices  to  loosen  the  cement.  (3)  Liq..  Ferri  Iodidi  (1-7). — 
We  gave  a  formula  for  this  in  the  C.  §  B.,  January  14,  1899, 
page  73.    It  is  too  soon  to  repeat  it. 


Obituary. — It  was  stated  in  the  course  of  the  hearing  of 
a  case  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  25,  that 
the  publication  of  the  Physician  and  Surgeon  (a  medical 
venture  recently  started)  had  ceased. 

The  Scientist  Abroad.— Two  alluvial  men  were  discussing 
the  sp.  gr.  of  gold  from  various  parts  of  West  Australia. 
Said  one  of  them,  an  old  pioneer  of  this  district,  "I've  seen 
many  a  3-oz.  plug  picked  up  in  Hannan's  (Kalgoorlie)  that 
was  as  heavy  as  many  4-oz.  pieces  from  anywhere  else." — 
Kalgoorlie  Sun. 
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ftrafce  TReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  1. 

fPRADE  keeps  fairly  brisk  in  some  quarters,  but  very  quiet 
in  others.  The  tendency  in  most  articles  is  still  upwards, 
especially  in  regard  to  Chinese  essential  oils,  but  the  demand 
is  slow  at  the  higher  prices.  In  crude  drugs,  ipecac,  is  slightly 
easier,  and  Sumatra  benzoin  is  selling  fairly  well  at  un- 
changed rates.  Menthol  is  dearer  again,  and  Japanese 
peppermint  oil  is  firmer  from  the  other  side.  In  heavy 
chemicals  alum  has  been  advanced,  while  foreign  tartaric 
acid,  potash  and  soda  prussiate,  and  potash  and  soda  chlorate 
are  easier.  Quinine  is  lower  officially,  and  prices  previous 
to  the  bark-sale  in  Amsterdam  were  quite  nominal.  The 
following  are  the  principal  changes  of  the  week: — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Alum 
Menthol 
Pepper,  white 
Fenugreek-seed 
Senega 

Benzols 
Oil,  cassia 
Opium 

Acid,  carbolic 
Acid,  Tartaric 
(foreign) 
Ipecac. 

Pot.  prussiate 
Soda  prussiate 
Oil,  castor 

(Belg.) 
Oil,  cod-liver 

Cinchona 
(Arnst.) 
Quinine 
Oil,  cotton 
Potash 

chlorate 
Soda  chlorate 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  October  24  to  31,  both  inclusive  : — Anise 
(Span.)  10;  arrowroot  (W.I.),  1,800 ;  (Natal),  50  cs. ;  (Qu.),  100; 
arsenic  (@  Oporto),  114- ;  balsams,  18;  bromine,  32;  camphor  oil, 
6;  caraway-seed,  245;  cardamoms,  7;  castor  oil  (Ital.),  135; 
chamomiles,  50  ;  cinchona  (@  Amst.),  92  ;  (@  Payta),  40  ;  cocaine 
(crude),  3  ;  cocculus  indicus,  40  ;  cocoa-butter,  10  ;  cochineal,  129  ; 
cod-liver  oil,  739  ;  colocynth,  4  ;  cus-cus,  12 ;  drugs  (@  Vigo),  65, 
(@  Hamburg),  13;  eucalyptus  oil  (Aust.),  12;  fenugreek-seed,  315  ; 
galls  (Smy.),  60;  gentian,  21 ;  gum  arabic  (B.I.),  102  ;  iodine,  83; 
ipecacuanha  (Cart.),  41  ;  juniper-berries,  14  ;  kola  (W.I.),  14  ;  leaves, 
"  medicinal  "  (@  Madras',  27  ;  lemon-juice,  195  pipes  ;  lemongrass 
oil,  100;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  713;  lime  oil  (W.I.),  100;  nux  vomica 
(@  Bombay),  77;  opium  (Tky.),  116,  (@  Genoa),  28  ;  orris  (Ital.), 
9  cks.  142  bags ;  peppermint  oil  (Amer.),  19  ;  quicksilver  (Ital.), 
100;  quinine  (@  Java),  250  cases;  rhubarb,  43 ;  rose  oil  (E.I.),  4; 
saffron,  2 ;  senna  (Tiny),  71 ;  sarsaparilla,  6  ;  vanilla,  10 ;  wax, 
bees'  (Span.)  11,  (Ital.)  3,  (Aust.)  9. 

Java  Cinchona. 

Mr.  Gustav  Briegleb,  of  Amsterdam,  has  published  an  interest- 
ing table  showing  the  average  units  paid  at  the  Amsterdam 
cinchona-sales  from  1891  to  1900,  also  a  table  of  figures  relating 
to  the  monthly  shipments  of  cinchona  from  Java  to  Europe  from 
1892  to  1900.  '  The  lowest  unit  paid  was  2.15c.  in  January,  1897 
and  the  highest  12.25c.  in  September,  1900. 

Increase  of  Import  and  Export  Duties  in  Ecuador. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  H.M. 
Consul  at  Guayaquil,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  all  import  duties 
leviable  in  Ecuador  will  be  increased  by  23  per  cent,  from  Janu- 
ary 1  next.  The  telegram  adds  that  export  duties  on  Ecuadorian 
products,  except  tagua,  straw,  and  coffee,  will  be  increased  by 
50  per  cent,  from  the  15th  prox. 

Quicksilver  in  Australasia. 

It  is  reported  from  Melbourne  that  the  New  Zealand  and  New 
South  Wales  Governments  have  offered  a  bounty  in  order  to 


stimulate  the  production  of  quicksilver  in  the  colonies.  New 
South  "Wales  offers  5001.  to  the  first  exploiter  who  produces 
50,000  lbs.  of  the  metal  from  cinnabar,  the  offer  to  remain  open 
for  five  years.  As  regards  New  Zealand,  a  premium  of  4(7.  per  lb. 
will  be  paid  on  the  first  100,000  lbs.  produced,  a  third  of  which 
amount  must  be  manufactured  prior  to  March  31,  1903,  and  the 
remainder  before  March  31,  1904. 

Cartagena  Ipecac. 

In  reference  to  the  recent  American  purchases  of  Cartagena 
ipecac,  in  London  and  Hamburg,  it  is  stated  in  the  New  York 
Commercial  that  some  members  of  the  drug-trade  who  are  "  very 
familiar  "  with  this  article  infer  that  it  will  in  future  be  mixed 
with  true  Rio  ipecac,  before  it  finds  its  way  to  the  New  York 
market,  and  will  be  offered  to  consumers  as  Rio  ipecac,  which 
statement  does  not  value  very  highly  the  business  integrity  of 
London  and  Hamburg  drug-merchants.  Under  date  of  October  20 
our  contemporary  states  that  there  is  no  market  for  Cartagena 
ipecac,  in  New  York. 

SulphaJe  of  Copper  in  Greece. 

Sulphate  of  copper  will  be  largely  used  this  year  as  a  remedy 
against  the  disease  known  as  peronsporos,  which  has  lately  caused 
so  much  damage  to  the  currant  and  grape  vineyards  in  Greece. 
The  importation  will  exceed  5,000  tons,  says  U.S.  Vice-Cousul 
Maximos  of  Patras.  This  article  is  imported  from  Great  Britain 
and  Belgium,  and,  in  the  Consul's  opinion,  a  great  part  of  the 
sulphate  of  copper  could  be  imported  from  the  United  States,  and 
many  importers  have  asked  him  for  the  names  of  reputable 
American  firms  connected  with  this  trade. 

Mustard=seed  Market. 

At  the  second  of  the  season's  mustard-market  held  on  Satur- 
day, October  20,  at  Wisbech,  there  was  a  rather  dull  market,  and 
prices  had  a  drooping  tendency.  The  finest  seed  sold  at  13s.  6(7. 
per  bushel  at  the  opening  market,  but  on  the  above  not  more  than 
13s.  could  be  obtained  for  best  qualities  of  brown  seed,  and  a  small 
business  done  at  this  level  of  value.  All  the  manufacturing  firms 
were  represented,  and  their  purchases  were  not  so  heavy  as  at  the 
first  nnrket.  The  condition  of  the  samples  was  good,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  sales-,  took  place  at  from  lis.  to  12s.  6rf.  for  brown  seed, 
and  from  10s.  to  lis,  6d.  for  white.  Deliveries  of  seed  purchased 
at  the  first  market  were  made  during  the  week  into  Wisbech 
warehouses,  but  while  some  of  it  was  in  satisfactory  order,  a 
portion  of  it  showed  the  effect  of  the  wet  weather  at  harvest-time. 
There  is  plenty  of  seed  still  in  first-hands,  and  two  more  markets 
will  be  held.  Growers  were  unfortunate  this  year  in  having  much 
of  the  seed  blown  away  by  high  winds  before  the  crop  could  be  cut. 

Linseed=oil  Advances. 

A  Neiv  York  Commercial  report  from  Chicago  states  that 
linseed  oil  reached  the  highest  figure  known  in  the  history  of  the 
trade  on  October  18.  The  American  Linseed  Oil  Company 
advanced  the  price  from  60c.  up  to  7Cc.  A  fluctuation  of  10c.  a 
gallon  is  the  greatest  single  jump  recorded  in  linseed  oil.  The 
advance  is  due  to  the  sharp  upward  movement  of  flax.  Users  of 
oil  have  been  counting  on  a  decline  rather  than  an  advance,  and 
consequently  stocks  all  over  the  country  are  said  to  be  low.  All 
interests  concede  that  the  control  of  the  situation  is  again  in  the 
hands  of  the  American  Linseed  Company,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  management  will  be  able  to  duplicate  its  big  flax-seed  deal  of 
a  year  ago . 

American   Drug  Market. 

New  York.\October  23. 

With  the  approach  of  election-time  business  is  suffering,  and  the 
drug-market  presents  a  tame  appearance. 

Opium  is  still  in  poor  request,  but  the  market  is  firmer,  with 
quotations  showing  an  advance  to  $3.20  per  lb.  for  single-case  lots. 

Beeswax  is  firm,  but  demand  is  not  active.  Ordinary  yellow  is 
obtainable  at  28c.  per  lb. 

Cascaba  Sagbada  is  firmer  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  spot 
market  is  quiet,  with  4|c.  to  7c.  asked. 

Buchu-leaves  are  strong,  25c.  to  27c.  being  asked  for  prime 
green.    Yellow  leaves  are  obtainable  at  22c. 

Citbonella  Oil  is  selling  freely  at  19Ac.  in  bulk. 

Canthabides. — Russian  are  in  light  supply,  and  prices  have 
advanced  to  60c.    No  Chinese  are  obtainable. 

Coca-leaves  are  a  trifle  easier  owing  to  expected  arrivals. 
Truxillo  are  held  at  25c.  to  3Cc. 

Damiana-leaves. — New  crop  is  reported  light.  Supplies  on  the 
spot  are  offering  at  She. 

Asajetida  is  strong  at  20c.  to  26c.  per  lb.,  and  in  fair  demand. 

Senega.— Small  lots  have  sold  at  39c.  per  lb.,  and  more  is  avail 
able  at  this  figure.    A  hardening  tendency  is  evident. 

Peppebmixt  Oil  is  active,  and  prices  have  an  upward  tendency. 
Western  is  strong  at  95c.  per  lb.,  and  cane  oil  is  held  at  $1.25. 
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Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  are  for  market-centres  other  than  London.] 

On  the  whole,  business  in  the  heavy- chemical  markets  keeps 
fairly  satisfactory  at  all  the  principal  centres,  and  generally 
speaking  there  is  a  good  all-round  demand  both  for  main  and 
miscellaneous  products.  There  is  little  alteration  to  report  as 
regards  values,  which  mostly  maintain  a  very  firm  tone,  with,  if 
anything,  a  tendency  towards  further  advance. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  keeps  very  firm,  and  is 
moving  fairly  well.  Caustic  soda,  with  heavy  demand,  is  still 
scarce.  Ammonia  alkali  and  soda-crystals  are  firm  and  in  good 
request.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  keeps  on  the  easy  side. 
Salt-cake  steady,  with  price  fully  maintained.  Chlorates  quiet 
but  firm. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  in  moderate  demand,  and  a  shade  higher. 
Anchor,  25?.  per  ton.    Liverpool,  January-March,  251. 

Borax  and  Boracic  Acid,  although  at  present  unchanged  in 
price,  are  very  firm,  and  have  an  upward  tendency.  Borax, 
crystals,  17s.  per  cwt.,  and  powdered,  18s.  per  cwt.  Boric  acid, 
26s.  and  28s.  per  cwt.,  respectively. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes. — Fair  business  is  passing, 
and  prices  generally  are  very  firm.  Linseed,  95  per  cent,  pure, 
81.  15s.  to  91.  Oilcakes,  11.  15s.  to  SI.  per  ton.  Cotton  cake,  best 
make,  51.  15s.  to  61.  per  ton,  and  seconds,  51.  10s.  to  5?..  15s.  per 
ton. 

Benzols. — Firm  and  dearer ;  90  per  cent.,  Is.  to  Is.  Id.,  and 
50  per  cent.,  Is.  lid.  to  Is.  2d. 

Alumina  Products  are  in  moderate  demand,  and  prices  keep 
very  steady.  White  sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  makes,  practically 
free  of  iron,  87s.  6d.  to  92s.  6d.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  casks,  with 
customary  allowance  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Alum,  very  firm  and 
dearer  ;  loose  lump,  4?.  15s.  to  51.  per  ton  ;  lump,  in  tierces,  51.  to 
51.  5s.,  and  ground  in  bags,  51.  Is.  6d.  to  51.  12s.  6d.  per  ton. 
Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  52s.  Gd.  per  ton.  Sewage  alum,  47s.  6^. 
to  50s.  per  ton.  Alumino  ferric,  47s.  6d.  to  52s.  6d.  per  ton. 
Bauxite  60-per-cent.  alumina,  17s.  to  18s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Hydrate 
of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  highest  percentage,  111.  5s.  to 
111.  15s.  per  ton  in  large  casks.  Aluminate  of  soda,  highest  per- 
centage, A1203,  37s.  6d.  to  40s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity  and 
packages.  Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  Chloride- 
of- alumina  solution,  12?.  to  13?..  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  barrels. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  November  1. 

Castor  Oil. — The  market  has  been  steadily  improving  during 
the  past  week,  and  3§c2.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  good  seconds 
Calcutta.  For  forward  parcels  November-December  shipment 
7>xad.  ex  quay  is  being  quoted.  First-pressure  English  and 
French,  although  nominally  quoted  5\d.  to  3T9BfZ.,  are  practically 
wanting.  Second-pressure  English  and  French  are  quoted  3g<"?., 
but  the  stocks  available  are  very  small. 

Acacia. — Transactions  of  considerable  importance  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  week— namely,  25  serons  at  70s.  per  cwt., 
60  serons  at  76s.,  6  serons  at  70s.,  11  serons  at  55s.,  20  serons  at 
76s.,  and  45  serons  hard  amber  at  62s.  6d. 

Ginger. — The  market  has  been  pra  ctically  cleared  of  African 
at  28s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  no  more  being  j  now  available  in  first  hands. 
Two  parcels  of  Cochin  (100  bales  and  90  bales  respectively)  are 
both  held  firmly  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Forty-three  packages  of  set  Californian  just  landed 
ex  Bovic  have  changed  hands  at  43s.  &d.  per  cwt.,  but  fine  pale 
liquid  is  still  held  for  52s.  6d  to  54s.,  as  in  quantity.  Fine  pale 
set  is  quoted  48s.  Qd.  to  50s. ;  259  barrels  low  grade  Peruvian  are 
reported  sold  at  19s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed. — For  fine  bright  Turkish  32s.  per  qr.  is  now  the 
price,  the  market  showing  considerably  more  strength. 

Irish  Moss. — -All  the  common  of  the  new  grade  has  been 
cleared  from  the  market  at  prices  ranging  from  51.  to  5?.  10s.  per 
ton,  and  51.  10s.  is  now  asked  for  good  dry  moss. 

Kola-nuts. — For  good  sound  dry  W.CA.  2d.  per  lb.  is  being 
asked. 

Beeswax. — Sales  of  ordinary  Chilian  are  recorded  at  11.  5s.  to 
11.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  8  packages  of  Gambia  have  also  found 
buyers  at  11.  13s.  9d.,  and  4  bales  at  11.  12s.  6eZ.  per  owt. 

Galls. — Ten  bags  good  blue  were  offered  at  auction  and 
realised  70s.  per  cwt.  Another  parcel  on  the  market  is  held  at  the 
same  figure. 

Quill aia-b  ark. — Notwithstanding  arrivals  the  market  is  firmer, 
at  14?.  10s.  to  15?.  per  ton. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Sixteen  bags  sold  after  the  auction  at 
34s.  per  cwt.,  and  now  holders  of  the  small  stocks  available  are 
asking  36s. 

Copaiba. — Seven  barrels  of  Maranham  just  arrived  sold  with 
competition  at  prices  ranging  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8<J.  per  lb.,  as  in 
quality. 


German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  October  30 

There  is  not  much  news  to  be  reported  from  our  drug-market 
this  week,  although  several  articles  show  a  firmer  tendency. 
Balsam  Peru  is  dearer,  at  llfm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor. — Eefined  is  tending  firmer.  The  second-hand  holders 
appear  to  be  cleared  out  for  this  month,  and  nothing  is  to  be  had 
to-day  below  450m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed. — New  Maltese  is  firmer,  at  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  shows  very  little  business,  as  the  stocks  here 
are  exhausted,  and  there  are  very  few  offers  from  Russia. 

Lycopodium  is  unchanged ;  spot  value  is  450m.,  and  forward 
425m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  very  firm  and  scarce ;  very  small  stocks  are 
''■  reported  in  Japan.    To-day's  quotation  is  26m.  per  kilo. 

Star-anise  is  firmer,  especially  for  shipment  from  China.  Spot 
is  quoted  165m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japan  Wax  is  quiet,  with  second-hand  sellers  at  59m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  very  much  firmer.  The  position  has  greatly 
changed  since  last  week,  about  100  tons  having  been  taken  out 
the  market.    Grey  is  now  held  for  115m.  per  100  kilos. 

Castor  Oil  is  scarce :  first  pressing,  in  barrels,  is  67m., 
spot,  and  January- April  shipment  62m.  per  100  kilos. 

Essential  Oils  have  greatly  improved,  especially  Chinese. 
Cassia  oil  has  advanced  ;  star-anise  is  firmer,  at  13Jm.  per  kilo, 
peppermint  oil  is  also  very  much  firmer ;  HGH  is  quoted  5.65m. 
per  lb.  ;  Todd  6Jm.,  and  Japanese  8im.  to  9m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Drug= market. 

Yokohama,  October  4. 

Our  drug-market  continues  dull.  The  transactions  are  of  a 
hand-to-mouth  character,  and  speculative  business  is  absent, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  money. 

In  exports,  peppermint  oil  is  very  firmly  held  at  2.25  yen  per 
catty  for  dementholised.  Menthol  continues  to  advance,  and 
]  to-day's  quotation  is  6.40  yen  to  6.60  yen  per  catty  for  crystals, 
j  according  to  quantity.  Some  important  transactions  are  said  to 
j  have  taken  place  at  6.50  yen  per  catty ;  but  in  general  business  is 
small  on  account  of  the  extreme  figures.  Holders  are  expecting 
further  advances,  and  are  not  anxious  sellers.  Ginger  remains 
very  firm  at  unchanged  rates,  and  250  piculs  are  said  to  have 
changed  hands  for  Bombay.  Since  the  proposed  convention 
among  camphor- dealers  in  Kobe  the  price  has  advanced  by  2  to 
3  yen  when  compared  with  last  month's  quotations,  and  present 
prices  are  91  yen  to  92  yen  per  picul  for  crude,  while  for  camphor 
oil  45  yen  to  46  yen  per  picul  is  asked.  The  present  stock  of 
camphor  in  Kobe  is  estimated  at  110,000  catties,  and  camphor  oil 
35,000  catties ;  besides,  there  is  in  that  port  a  stock  of  750,000 
catties  of  Formosan  camphor  oil.  Refined  1-oz.  tablets  is  firm,  at 
1.05  yen  per  lb.  Iodine  is  a  trifle  weaker.  Last  month  some 
2.000  lbs.  of  crude  and  1,000  lbs.  of  potassium  iodide  were  ex- 
ported from  Yokohama  and  Kobe  ;  present  quotations  are  :  for 
iodide,  3.30  yen  per  lb ;  iodine  resublimed,  5.25  yen  ;  and  iodoform, 
5.50  yen  per  lb. — all  Japanese  make.  There  is  good  stock  of  crude 
iodine  in  Tokyo  and  the  producing-districts. 

Cablegrams. 

Amsterdam,  November  1,  4.35  p.m.  : — At  the  auctions  of 
cinchona-bark  held  here  to-day  6,591  packages  were  offered 
(against  4,216  packages  in  September),  of  which 
5,955  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  10.90c. per  J-kilo., 
against  12.25c.  per  A-kilo  paid  at  the  September  auctions. 
The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : — English  and  American 
factories,  which  purchased  the  equivalent  of  8,849  kilos.  ; 
Brunswick  factory,  4,480  kilos.;  the  Mannheim  and 
Amsterdam  factories,  5,482  kilos.  ;  the  Frankfort-on-Maine 
and  Stuttgart  factories,  4,056  kilos.;  and  various  buyers, 
2,941  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing-bark 
ranged  from  6|c.  to  118Jc.  per  |-kilo. ;  and  for  druggists' 
from  16fc.  to  57c.  per  |-kilo.    The  market  is  irregular. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  October  31,  12.20  p.m.  :— The  drought  still  con- 
tinues, and  higher  prices  are  expected.  American  buyers 
and  speculators  have  this  week  paid  from  9s.  Qd.  to 
9s.  8d.  per  lb.  for  manufacturing  qualities,  and  the  market  is 
very  firm  at  these  figures. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  November  1,  3.34  p.m.  : — The  tone  here  is 
quiet.  There  has  been  more  demand  for  opium,  #3.25  being 
now  the  quotation  for  druggists.  Western  senega-root  is 
higher  at  44c.  per  lb.    Peppermint  oil  is  still  advancing, 
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HGH  being  offered  at  #1.35  per  lb.,  and  Western  at  #1.10 
Ergot  of  rye  is  strong  at  55c.  per  lb.,  owing  to  scarcity.  On 
the  other  hand,  makers  of  cinchonidine  have  lowered  their 
quotation  to  29c  per  oz.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  also  easier 
at  7Jc  ,  and  sj  is  Truxillo  coca-leaves  at  24c.  per  lb. 
American  bleached  bees'wax  is  firm  at  28c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  November  1,  2.45  p.m.  : — Refined  camphor  is 
firmer,  at  450m.  per  100  kilos.  Senega-root  is  dearer,  at 
440rn.  for  Western.  Lycopodium  is  a  rising  market,  and 
Carnauba  wax  is  firmer. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — Slow  of  sale  and  easier.  Crystals, 
39°  to  40°  C,  are  quoted  10*  d.  per  lb.  ;  34°  to  35°  C,  10§d. 
Cresvlic,  95  per  c*>nt ,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  gal.  Crude, 
60  per  cent.,  2s.  3d.  ;  75  per  cent.,  3s.  3d.  For  January 
delivery  a  large  business  is  reported  to  have  been  done  at 
lO^d.  per  lb.  for  34°  to  35°  C. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  quiet  a  dead  letter  this  week  at  Is.  3±d. 
for  English  crystals. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — English  is  unchauged  at  Is.  0±d.  to 
Is.  Id ,  but  foreign  is  slightly  easier  at  life/,  to.  Is.  per  lb. 

Aconite. — Business  has  been  done  since  the  auction  at 
35.s\  per  cwt.  for  Japanese.  For  Continental  root,  48s.,  spot, 
is  wanted. 

Alum  has  been  advanced  5s.  per  ton,  lump  now  .[being- 
quoted  51.  10s.  to  51.  12s.  Qd.,  and  ground  6/. 

Arrowroot. — Quiet.  At  the  spice  auctions  on  Wednesday 
good  Natal  sold  at  Q\d.  per  lb.,  but  all  the  St.  Vincents  was 
bought  in  at  2\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — Small  sales  of  medium  grades  have  been 
made  at  from  35s.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  ;  about  20  cases  have 
changed  hands.  Fine  is  still  wanted,  but  there  is  no  demand 
for  common. 

Balsam  Peru  has  a  higher  tendency :  5s.  4§r/.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted. 

Belladonna  Root. — Good  quality  is  quoted  38s.  to  40s 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  near  at  hand. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  gum  has  been  selling  fairly  well  since 
the  auctions  at  between  71.  and  8/.  per  cwt. ;  69  cases  of  this 
description  and  40  cases  Palembang  have  arrived  this  week. 

Benzole  is  firmer  at  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per.  gal.  for  90  per  cent., 
Is.  l±d.  to  Is.  2d.  for  50  per  cent.,  and  Is.  3d.  for  pure. 

Bleaching-powder.  —  English  is  quoted  71.  per  ton 
landed,  or  6/.  10s.  for  soft  wood  on  rails,  Liverpool. 

Calcium  Carbide  is  quoted  101.  10s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Hamburg. 

Camphor. — The  quotation  for  pressed  camphor  on  the 
spot  is  205s.  per  cwt.,  and  not  190s.,  as  reported  last  week. 
The  brokers  for  the  monopoly  have  sold  pressed  this  week  at 
205s.  There  are  buyers  of  Japanese  crude  on  the  spot  at 
195s  ,  and  sellers  at  197s.  Qd. 

Hong-Kong  advices,  dated  September  28,  report  that  the  re- 
maining 150  cases  old  Formosa  are  still  held  at  894.  Kwongsi 
(Chinese)  is  quoted  $88,  with  a  few  sales  at  this  figure.  Monopoly 
is  unchanged.  The  shipments  from  Hong-Kong  and  Canton  from 
January  1  to  September  28,  in  boxes,  have  been : — 

1900         1899        1898  1897 
Continent     ...       11,071       12,647       13,435  21,783 
U.K   643  300         —  — 

Cantharides.— Natural  Russian  are  quoted  Is.  10kd  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.  2  1 

Chamomiles.— Small  parcels  continue  to  arrive,  but  there 
is  no  appreciable  change  in  prices,  90s.  to  95s.  per  cwt  spot 
being  wanted  for  good,  and  82s.  to  85s.  for  No.  2  quality. 

Copper  Sulphate.— Spot  is  unchanged  at  24/  to  25/ 
per  ton. 

Cinchona.— Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  as 
follows  : — 

The  N.Y.  cinchona-bark  department  reports  that  the  shipments 
?™?£™0c;t0ber'  1900  from  Java  t0  Europe  amounted  to 
ikvX&P?  Amst  lbs'>  against  959,000  in  1899,  969,000  in  1898, 
735,000  m  1897,  862,000  in  1896, 1,100,000  in  1895,  952,000  in  1894, 


and  349,000  in  1893.  The  total  shipments  from  January  to  October 
have  been  : — 

1900    8,190,000  1896    8,280.000 

1899    9,421,800  1895    6,929,700 

1898    8,895,000  1894    7,577,0:0 

1897    6,717,000  1893    6,225,000 

The  shipments  from  September  25  to  October  29,  1910,  have 
amounted  to  1,326,000  Amsterdam  lbs.  The  total  from  January  1 
to  October  29  has  been  7,776,408  Amst.  lbs. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — A  better  demand  is  reported  this 
week  at  unchanged  rates.  Best  white  French  crystals  are 
quoted  76s.  per  cwt.,  and  powder  78s. ;  98  per  cent,  powder 
is  80s.  to  81s. 

Dragon's  Blood. — Thirteen  packages  of  fine  and  medium 
lump  have  arrived  this  week. 

Ergot  is  firmly  held,  but  business  has  been  small  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  supplies.  Good  sound  bold  Spanish  has 
been  sold  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  c  i.f.,  and  Russian  ditto  is  quoted 
2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d.,  c.i.f.  On  the  spot  holders  ask  2s.  Hd. 
to  2s.  5d.  for  Russian. 

Galls  — Persian  are  slow  of  sale  on  the  spot,  the  nominal 
quotation  for  blue  being  110s.  per  cwt.,  green  90s.,  and  white 
70s.  To  arrive  there  are  sellers  of  60s.  for  blue,  and  55s.  for 
green,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  buyers.  Smyrna  galls  are 
also  quiet. 

Glycerin. — Good  English  brands  are  still  obtainable  at 
62s.  per  cwt.,  but  for  large  quantities  this  figure  might  be 
shaded. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  good  business  has  been  done  in  the 
recent  arrivals  of  so-called  Persian  insoluble  sorts,  pale 
selected  selling  at  from  24s  6d.  to  26s  Qd.  per  cwt.,  good 
reddish  and  pale  picked  20s.  to  22s.,  fair  to  good  sorts  18s.  to 
19s.,  and  inferior  sorts  17s.  Qd.,  ex  quay. 

Insect-flowers  — It  is  reported  from  Trieste  that  the 
arivals  in  September  amounted  to  924  cwt.,  and  the  sales  to 
1,238  cwt.  the  stock  showing  a  decrease  of  about  15  tons. 
The  actual  stock  is  now  as  follows  :  Open  flowers,  46  tons  ; 
half -closed  flowers,  180  tons  ;  closed  flowers,  8  tons.  The 
position  of  the  market  regarding  closed  flowers,  is  a  very 
firm  one,  and  better  prices  are  also  probable  for  open  flowers 
in  the  near  future,  because  the  wants  for  the  next  season  are 
still  to  be  covered. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  auctions  the  market  has 
become  easier  again,  a  few  bales  of  Rio  having  changed 
hands  at  the  decline;  fair  to  medium  root  is  quoted  lis.  3d. 
For  Cartagena  holders  still  ask  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  ;  55  bales  of 
this  description  have  arrived  this  week. 

Lycopodium.— Twice-sifted  is  cases  is  quoted  Is. 
and  bags  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  but  market  is  tending  upwards, 
as  the  crops  in  Russia  is  practically  a  failure,  only  small 
quantities  being  offered. 

Menthol  keeps  rising.  Business  is  reported  at  12s.  per  lb., 
spot,  for  Kobayashi,  and  12s.  3d.  is  now  asked.  Fusiyama 
brand  is  also  12s. 

Morphine  is  in  more  active  demand  at  4s.  9d.  per  oz.  for 
powder  in  contract  quantities. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star.— Quite  inactive,  with  sellers  at  6s.,  spot. 

Oil  Cassia  is  very  firm  at  3s.  10±d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for 
75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent. 

Oil,  Castor.— The  market  is  quieter.  Belgian  of  first 
pressing  is  Qd.  cheaper,  sellers  quoting  34s.  Qd.,  spot.  Hull 
make  is  practically  sold  out  for  delivery  this  year.  January- 
June  delivery  is  quoted  30/.  10s.  per  ton  for  first  pressing, 
and  29/.  10s.  for  seconds ;  April-June  ditto,  29/.  15s.  for 
firsts  and  28/.  15s.  for  seconds. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
October  27  that  the  market  is  quiet,  best  Lofoten  non-con- 
gealing oil  being  quoted  at  72s.  to  73s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  7,983 
barrels,  against  11,768  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 
The  tendency  is  still  easy  on  the  London  market.  A  well- 
known  brand  has  been  reduced  this  week  to  76s.,  c.i.f.,  and 
others  quote  77s. ;  there  are  spot  sellers  at  79s.  to  80.v., 
ex-wharf. 

Oil,  Lemon.— Pure,  of  new  crop,  is  quoted  3s.  lOd.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.,  for  December-March  shioment. 
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Oil,  Turpentine,  closes  weaker  at  30s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  spot, 
fcr  American. 

Opium. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  this  week 
in  most  descriptions  at  about  3d.  per  lb.  dearer  rates,  chiefly 
for  export.  Fine  druggists'  opium  is  worth  from  9s.  9d.  to 
10s.  per  lb.,  spot.  Further  sales  of  Persian  have  been  made 
at  14s.  spot,  and  very  little  is  now  offered. 

Smyrna,  October  19. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  26  cases 
manufacturing  qualities  at  from  8s.  9d.  to  9s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for 
"exportation,  and  the  market  closes  firm  with  buyers.  The  arrivals 
to  date  amount  to  3,190  cases,  against  1,985  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  The  dry  weather  still  continues,  and 
speculators  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  a  drought. 

Constantinople,  October  26. — There  has  been  a  continued 
demand  during  the  past  week  principally  for  speculative  account, 
and  owing  to  increasing  drought  risks.  The  sales  amount  to  45 
cases  of  druggists'  at  9s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  and  Karahissars  at  9s.  Zd. 
There  are  further  buyers  at  these  prices,  but  sellers  are  very 
reserved. 

Potash  Chlorate. — Lower.  The  spot  price  is  now  from 
Hd.  to  4JfZ.  per  lb.  net,  for  crystals  or  powder,  and  5-ton  lots 
of  crystals  are  quoted  3%d.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Potash  Prussiate  is  slightly  lower  for  near  delivery, 
Beckton  being  now  quoted  6§<Z.  per  lb.  and  English  at  l\d. 

Quicksilver. — It  is  reported  on  good  authority  that  since 
the  stoppage  of  the  mining  industry  in  South  Africa,  im- 
porters, in  order  to  compensate  themselves  somewhat  for  the 
temporary  loss  of  trade,  have  been  selling  in  a  retail  way 
(say  five-bottle  lots),  thus  causing  unfavourable  comment 
and  upsetting  the  second-hand  market. 

Quinine. — Practically  little  or  no  business  has  been  done 
this  week  in  the  second-hand  market,  which  has  dropped 
quite  l\d.  on  the  spot  price,  there  being  sellers  on  Thursday 
at  Is.  4j-rZ.,  but  no  buyers.  At  the  quinine-auction  at 
Batavia  on  Wednesday  there  was  a  decline  of  about  4  per 
cent.,  all  the  Edition  II.  PN  selling  at  24§fl.  per  kilo.,  while 
Edition  III  was  bought  in  at  28fl.  per  kilo.  The  next 
auction  in  Batavia  will  be  held  on  November  28.  As  a  result 
of  the  decline  in  the  unit  at  Amsterdam  to-day,  the  makers' 
price  has  been  reduced  Id.  per  oz.,  to  Is.  Qd. 

Santonin  is  firm  but  unchanged  at  lis.  9d.  to  12s.  3d.  per 
lb.,  according  to  quantity.  There  is  practically  nothing  to 
be  had  in  second  hands. 

Seeds. — Eather  more  business  doing.  Morocco  Fenugreek 
is  dearer  at  6s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Coriander  firm  at  late  quota- 
tions. Cumin  steady,  with  further  sales  at  28s.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco.    Canary  quiet,  but  prices  are  unaltered. 

Soda  Chlorate  is  per  lb.  lower,  spot  price  being 
3|d  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Soda  Prussiate,  in  conjunction  with  potash,  has  been 
reduced  jjd.  per  lb.,  4|^.  being  now  quoted  for  spot. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  was 
bought  in  at  32s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  washed  rough.  The  few 
lots  of  Jamaica  offered  were  also  withdrawn,  there  being  no 
bids.  There  has  been  more  doing  in  Zanzibar  Cloves  for 
speculative  account,  and  the  price  has  risen  to  3%d.  per  lb. 
Pimento  steadier,  ordinary  to  fair  clear  sold  at  2\d.  to  2\d. 
per  lb.  Cassia-lignea  was  bought  in  at  47s.  per  cwt.  for 
false  packed.  Penang  Mace  sold  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 
for  small  red.  Penang  Nutmegs  brought  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  for 
91's,  and  2s.  l\d.  for  66's.  Pepper  steady  ;  Penang  black 
was  bought  in  at  h\d.  per  lb. ;  Singapore  is  quoted  6^^. 
on  the  spot,  with  business  to  arrive  at  6^^.  to  Qjgd.  accord- 
ing to  position.  Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  9\d. 
per  lb. ;  and  Siam  at  the  same  price.  Penang  sells  privately 
at  8%d.,  and  at  8f«!.  for  January-March  shipment. 

Tragacanth. — The  recent  arrivals  of  Persian  grades  have 
been  in  good  demand,  and  full  prices  have  been  paid  for 
druggists'  qualities,  which  are  now  very  scarce.  Firsts  are 
quoted  14Z.  5s.  to  14Z.  10s. ;  seconds  12,1.  to  131.  10s.,  thirds 
10/.  15s.  to  11Z.  10s.,  fourths  81.  to  10Z.  10s.,  and  yellow  and 
pinky  51.  10s.  to  7Z.  per  cwt. 


Sale  of  Hsmatogen  in  Germany. — Two  Coblenz  druggists 
were  summoned  for  selling  hsematogen.  Their  defence  was  that 
they  sold  it  as  a  food.  Various  opinions  as  to  whether  hsematogen 
is  a  food  or  a  medicine  were  given  in  court,  and  the  commission 
on  pharmaceutical  affairs  in  Berlin,  positively  declared  it  to  be  a 
medicine.    A  fine  of  10m.  was  therefore  imposed. 


ComtnG  Events. 

Monday,  November  5. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.i 
at  8  p.m.  "  Preliminary  Examination  of  Applications  for 
Patents."  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Wise.  "  The  Early  Manufacture  of 
Sulphuric  and  Nitric  Acid,"  by  Mr.  Oscar  Guttinann 

Sheffield  Microscopical  Society,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Literary 
Society,  Leopold  Street,  Sheffield,  at  8  p.m.  Presidential 
address  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Sorby.  The  Cocker  presentation  micro 
scope  will  be  formally  handed  over  to  the  Society  during  the 
evening. 

Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  meeting  at  36 
York  Place,  at  11  a.m.,  when  Mr.  Glyn-  Jones  will  address  the 
meeting  on  P.A.T.A.  and  CD. A.  matters.  Mr.  Win.  Glass 
will  preside. 

Tuesday,  November  6. 
Boyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
"  Cities  and  Sights  of  Spain,"  by  Mrs.  A.  Le  Blond. 

"Wednesday,  November  7. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant,  Bradford 
at  9  p.m.  "  The  Frontiers  of  the  Drug  Trade,"  by  Mr.  T.  H 
Wardleworth. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne    Chemists'  Association,   Hotel  Metropole, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  at  8.30  p.m.   The  President  will  deliver 

the  annual  address. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of   Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Blount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Thursday,  November  8 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Birming- 
ham, at  8  p.m.  Conversazione  and  address  by  the  President. 
Dr.  Chas.  Leedham- Green  will  give  an  account  of  his  recent 
experiences  in  South  Africa. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.C.,  at 
9  p.m.    Political  discussion,  opened  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton. 

Popular  Science. — The  following  lectures  will  take  place  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hall,  Waterloo  Road,  on  Tuesdays  during 
November  at  8.30  p.m.  : -November  6,  Mr.  A.  Seward,  M.A.,  F.R.S., 
"  Plants  of  Long  Ago."  November  13,  Professor  Farmer,  "  Flowers 
from  an  Insect's  Point  of  View."  November  20,  Mr.  W.  H.  Shrub- 
sole,  F.G.S..  "  The  Medical  Wells  of  Old  London."  November  27, 
Mr,  J.  E.  S.  Moore,  on  "  Some  Unknown  Countries  North  of 
Tanganyika." 


The  L.C.  Council  last  year  used  20,778  tons  of  lime  and 
5,141  tons  of  proto-sulphate  of  iron  in  treating  79,382,570,830 
gallons  of  sewage. 

A  Beautiful  Show-card  for  "Frostilla"  is  ready  for  distri- 
bution by  Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.O, 
and  we  are  asked  to  state  that  any  C.  <£■  D.  subscriber  will  get 
one  who  sends  the  firm  a  post-card. 

Not  our  Market  Report. — We  understand  that  a  select  band 
of  the  young  bloods  from  'Change  had  their  annual  feast  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  Trocadero,  and  that  one  of  the  principal 
features  of  the  entertainment  was  a  market  report,  which  was  not 
written  for  publication  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

A  Home-made  Barometer. — Fill  an  ordinary  wide-mouthed 
pickle-bottle  within  3  inches  of  the  top  with  water,  then  take  an 
oil-flask,  and  having  removed  the  straw  covering  and  washed  it 
thoroughly,  plunge  the  neck  of  the  flask  as  far  as  it  will  go  into 
the  pickle-bottle,  and  the  barometer  is  complete.  In  fine  weather 
the  water  will  rise  into  the  neck  of  the  flask  even  higher  than  the 
mouth  of  the  pickle-bottle,  and  in  wet  and  windy  weather  it  will 
fall  to  within  an  inch  of  the  mouth  of  the  flask.  Before  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  the  water  has  been  seen  to  leave  the  flask  altogether 
at  least  eight  hours  before  the  gale  reached  its  height. ' 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  half-yearly  smoking- 
concert  in  connection  with  this  college  was  held  on  October  27, 
when  a  large  company  assembled  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
E.  A.  Lawton  to  hear  what  was  one  of  the  finest  concerts  ever 
presented  by  pharmaceutical  amateurs.  Mr.  Shaw,  of  Hudders- 
field,  gave  several  banjo  solos,  whilst  Mr.  V.  Shaw,  of  Lockwood, 
played  the  mandoline.  The  comic  element  was  provided  by  Messrs. 
Hartley  and  Turner,  the  personation  of  R.  G.  Knowles  by  the 
former  causing  much  merriment.  Other  artistes  included  Messrs. 
Maekay,  Dobson,  Milburn,  Howarth,  Church,  and  Fletcher. 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Hargreaves  acted  as  accompanists,  and  Messrs. 
Butterfield  and  Hughes  ably  performed  the  duties  of  stewards.  A 
pleasing  incident  was  the  presentation  of  a  dressing-case  to  the 
Principal  l Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sergeant,  F.C.S.)  on  behalf  of  the 
students,  as  a  token  of  the  esteem  and  regard  in  which  they  hold 
him. 


Fourth  Year. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  3, 


1900. 


No.  47. 


IRevnew  of  tbe  flDontb. 


The  General  Election  has  come  and  gone.  The  only 
chemist  and  druggist  in  the  new  Parliament  is  Sir  James  H. 
Haslett,  who  was  re-elected  for  North  Belfast,  for  which  he 
has  sat  since  1896.  Sir  James  has  been  connected  with  the 
drag-trade  since  1815.  He  was  M.P.  for  West  Belfast  in 
1885-85,  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1887-83,  during  which  period 
he  was  knighted.  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of 
Ireland  supported  Sir  James  by  circularising  its  members, 
urging  upon  them  the  importance  to  the  drug-trade  of  again 
returning  their  President.  A  description  of  a  political  meet- 
ing held  in  Belfast  in  support  of  Sir  James  is  given  in  the 
C.  4-  D.,  October  13. 
';x  ?\^V-  ^-->  *      '"'*-;  — -i*         *     ?-  •»•  ."-*..v;  \ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  was  held  on  October  1,  and  is  fully  reported  on 
page  122.  Two  new  councillors — Mr.  J.  N.  Moffitt,  Belfast, 
and  Mr.  T.  Batt,  Dublin — were  elected.  The  President 
delivered  an  address  in  which  he  reviewed  the  work  done 
in  the  past  year  and  told  the  part  he  took  in  getting 
Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill  defeated.  The  results  of  the 
October  examination  and  the  papers  set  are  given  on 
pages  125  and  126. 

■  .  J. '  ■• .  =  *' .   ""  '■*■'    -'   *>•  ~  .-.  •>-»:' v*v\'3Hfc"..'* 

Reference  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting  to  the  con- 
dition of  Donnybrook  dispensary,  a  report  on  which  has 
been  attracting  much  attention  in  Irish  newspapers.  The 
dispensary  doctor  reported  that  the  pharmacy  was  in  a  dis- 
graceful state,  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  structural  arrange- 
ments, the  stock  of  bottles  utter  rubbish,  and  the  drugs  all 
topsy-turvy.  A  committee  afterwards  reported  that  the 
place  was  filthy,  and  the  stock  not  only  useless  but 
dangerous  to  use.  The  point  of  the  remarks  made  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  meeting  was  that  the  dispenser  is 
-not  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

*•         *         *  * 

Professor  E.  J.  McWeeney  gave  an  illustrated  address 
on  "  The  Cause  and  Prevention  of  Typhoid  "  at  the  opening 
of  the  Winter  Session  of  the  schools  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  on  October  2.  The  life-history  of  the 
typhoid  bacillus  was  first  traced,  and  the  precautions  neces- 
sary for  protecting  the  community  from  its  baneful  influence 
discussed.  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  micro- photo- 
graphs of  the  bacilli  on  the  screen  by  means  of  limelight. 


Living  cultures  were  also  shown.  An  abstract  of  the 
address  was  printed  in  the  C.  4'  D.,  October  13. 

*  a.         #  * 

A  New  Pharmacy  Law  was  passed  on  August  8  for 
Cyprus.  The  Pharmacy  Laws  Consolidation  Law,  1900 
(Cyprus)  repeals  the  Pharmacy  Law  1892,  the  Pharmacy 
Law,  1893,  and  the  Pharmacy  Amendment  Law,  1899.  The 
Irish  qualification  is  accepted  in  the  island  in  lieu  of  exami- 
nation. Medical  practitioners  may  not  receive  commissions 
on  prescriptions  from  chemists.  The  chief  medical  officer 
has  power  to  enter  dispensaries  and  destroy  bad  drugs — a 
provision  which  reminds  us  of  the  power  possessed  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  London,  but  which  has  fallen  into 
disuse. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1901  is 
rapidly  approaching  completion.  It  is  to  contain  several 
treatises  on  practical  subjects  of  interest  to  pharmacists, 
and  will  be  as  useful  to  buyers  of  druggists'-goods  as  have 
been  its  long  line  of  predecessors.  A  copy  of  the  Diary 
is  given  to  every  subscriber  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist. Those  who  are  not  at  present  subscribers  should  send 
on  10s.  to  the  publisher,  which  will  entitle  them  to  a  copy 
of  the  Diary  and  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  a 
year.  The  C.  4'  D-  ls  the  official  organ  of  seventeen 
pharmaceutical  societies,  inclu3ing  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland,  and  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  Asso- 
ciation. 

IHteter  Cbemi6t0  (Ximiteb). 

This  company's  affairs  were  before  the  Irish  Vice-Chancellor 
in  Dublin,  on  October  29,  on  a  petition  by  Messrs.  Delbanco, 
creditors,  to  obtain  a  compulsory  winding-up  order  and 
another  petition  by  the  liquidator  to  obtain  a  supervision 
order.  The  Vice-Chancellor  refused  to  make  the  compulsory 
order  asked  for  by  Messrs.  Delbanco,  and  stated  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  set  aside  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smiley  as 
liquidator,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  any  grounds  for 
asking  such  to  be  done,  and  would  not  do  so.  The  creditors, 
many  of  whom  were  intelligent  Belfast  merchants,  asked  for 
a  supervision  order,  and  that  Mr.  Smiley  should  be  continued 
as  liquidator.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Court  should 
not  accede  to  their  request,  and  he  accordingly  made  a 
supervision  order  as  asked  for  by  the  liquidator,  and  con- 
tinued him  as  liquidator. 

[A  full  report  of  this  case  appears  in  the  C.  4-  D, 
November  3.] 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relatrt>. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

THE  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Monday 
evening,  October  1,  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin. 
The  Chair  was  taken  by  the  President  (Mr.  George  D.  Beggs). 
The  other  members  of  Council  present  were  Messrs.  Browne, 
Kelly,  Simpson,  Wells,  and  Professor  Tichborne  ;  and  amongst 
the  members  of  the  Society  present  were  Dr.  J.  A.  Walsh 
and  Messrs.  Michie,  David  O'Sullivan,  D.  |M.  Watson,  J.  J. 
Turner,  J.  Smith,  Wm.  Corrigan,  F.  H.  R.  Brady,  James  S. 
Ashe,  W.  V.  Johnston,  ana  Dr.  Mc  Walter. 

^Election  of.  Councillors. 

The  President  read  Ihe  report  of  the  scrutineers  of  the 
ballot,  which  stated  tlat  the  following  five  members  of 


Mb.  Thomas  N.  Moffitt,  Belfast. 
Passed  the  Licence  Examination  in  1884. 


Council,  who  had  retired,  were  re-elected — namely,  Messrs. 
Thomas  O'Sullivan,  Samuel  Turkington,  Charles  R.  C.  Tich- 


Mb.  Thomas  Batt,  Dublin. 
Passed  the  Licence  Examination  in  1879, 

borne,  LL.D.,  Meredith  R.  Whitla,  J.P.,  and  William  D. 
Ponter  ;  and  that  two  new  members — namely,  Messrs.  Thomas 
N.  Moffitt  and  Thomas  Batt— had  been  elected, 


In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Grindley)  who 
was  unwell, 
The  Registrar  (Mr.  Ferrall)  read 

The  Treasurer's  Statement 

of  account  for  the  year,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
651.  15s.  Qd,  had  been  carried  over  from  the  previous  year, 
and  that  the  total  income  for  the  past  year  was  859?.  Is.  Id., 
which  included  582Z.  4s.  Qd.  students'  fees,  160Z.  13s.,  sub- 
scriptions of  153  members  of  the  Society,  and  3QI.  17.5.,  sub- 
scriptions of  37  associate  druggists.  The  total  income  of 
the  previous  year  was  774Z.  odd.  The  total  expenditure  for 
the  year  was  874Z.  9s.  Id.,  as  against  942Z.  19s.  2d.  in  1899. 
The  law  costs  for  the  year  had  been  701.  5s.  8^.,  as  against 
289Z.  in  1899. 

The  President  said  the  balance-sheet  was  encouraging, 
as  it  showed  that  notwithstanding  extra  outlay  they  were 
still  saving  money.  The  Society  had  been  most  economic- 
ally worked,  and  their  Hon.  Treasurer  was  entitled  to  their 
warm  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conserved  their 
funds. 

The  account  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Beggs  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his 

PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 
After  thanking  the  members  for  their  confidence  in  him, 
as  shown  hy  his  appointment  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  R.  J. 
Downes  as.  President,  Mr.  Beggs  said  :  The  late  President 
had  been  much  interested  about  the  Companies  Bill  during 
his  last  years  of  office,  and  had  a  voluminous  correspondence 
■with  the  various  heads  of  the  Government  Departments  and 
the  Irish  medical  bodies,  and  although  he  did  such  able 
work  relative  to  this  Bill,  yet  it  again  gave  us  much  trouble 
and  occupied  our  serious  attention  during  the  past  year.  We 
found  ourselves  cold-shouldered  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  and  the  medical  bodies  of  Ireland, 
notwithstanding  the  help  we  gave  the  former  in  obtaining 
their  most  recent  Act,  and  the  information  given  to  the 
latter  which  enabled  them  to  induce  the  Government  to 
insert  Clause  3  into  the  Companies  Bill.  Deputations  from 
the  Council  waited  on  the  Presidents  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  and  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  as  early  as 
March  last,  and  we  had  great  hopes  that  the  former  body 
would  have  assisted  us  (that  body,  I  may  say,  having  called . 
us  into  existence).  Nevertheless,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
their  active  support  it  was  withheld.  We  also  waited  on  Mr. 
Campbell,  M.P.for  St.  Stephen's  Green  division,  and  explained 
our  views  to  him,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  although  a  con- 
siderable number  of  our  body  had  supported  and  voted  for 
him  at  the  last  election,  on  the  understanding  that  he 
would  support  our  views,  we  did  not  get  from  him  the  sup- 
port for  which  we  looked.  We  also  waited  on  Mr.  Field, 
Mr.  Redmond,  and  others,  and  sent  circulars  explaining  our 
views  and  requirements  to  all  the  other  Irish  members.  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Council,  and  especially 
the  Law  Committee,  were  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  having  Clause  2  dropped  altogether,  or  of 
getting  Clause  3  amended,  so  that  the  interests  of  the 
pharmaceutical  chemists  should  have  a  similar  protection  to 
that  of  the  other  medical  bodies.  The  Council  also  deputed 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Bernard),  Mr.  Kelly,  and  myself  to 
attend  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  watch  the  Bill,  and  I 
am  happy  tosay  that  our  object  was  attained,  thanks  chiefly 
to  the  exertions  of  Messrs.  William  Field,  P.  O'Brien,  M. 
Austin,  Harrington,  MacAleese,  Redmond,  and  others  of  the 
Irish  Parliamentary  party,  with  whom  we  had  many  inter- 
views, so  impressing  our  views  that  they  were  successful  in 
getting  this  obnoxious  Clause  2  thrown  out,  the  medical 
Clause  3  meeting  with  the  same  fate.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
should  our  Society  draw  up  a  short  Bill  to  further  amend 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  should  our  Irish  members  be  inter- 
viewed and  our  wants  and  grievances  pointed  out  to  them, 
we  would  have  every  hope  of  success.  Before  leaving  this 
subject  I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  think  this  Society  is 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Clay  as  their  law 
adviser.  He  arranged  for  us  several  interviews  with  the 
members  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Law  Committee 

was  active  as  usual  during  the  past  twelve  months  in  prose- 
cuting offenders.    Unhappily,  in  several  cases  the  offenders 
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were  druggists — one  registered  druggist  was  fined  20s.  and 
costs  for  keeping  a  branch  without  a  qualified  assistant ;  a 
•chemist  and  druggist  was  fined  101.  for  compounding, 
although  he  employed  a  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  the  un- 
qualified assistant  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  was  fined  51. 
for  selling  poison  during  his  employer's  absence :  and  the 
unqualified  assistant  of  a  limited  company  (son  of  a  druggist 
previously  fined  for  compounding)  was  fined  51.  for  com- 
pounding.- Also  two  unregistered  persons  were  fined  5/. 
each  for  selling  poisons.  In  these  cases  memorials  praying 
for  reduction  of  the  fines  were  forwarded  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  but  in  none  was  a  reduction  granted.  This,  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me,  is  satisfactory,  as  it  was 
almost  invariably  the  rule  on  former  occasions  that  the 
memorialists'  prayers  were  acceded  to. 

The  Queen's  Visit 

-was  taken  advantage  of  to  renew  our  expressions  of  loyalty 
to  the  throne  and  person  of  her  Majesty,  which  was  done  in 
the  form  of  an  illuminated  address  presented  through  the 
Home  Society  on  April  19.  We  have  just  received  her 
Majesty's  gracious  reply. 

The  Evening  Meetings. 

The  regulations  authorising  the  evening  meetings  of  the 
Society  were  availed  of  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
i>i-monthly~meetings — one  a  public  lecture,  and  the  other  of 
•a  private  character  in  which  the  members  could  bring 
forward  and  discuss  questions  of  pharmaceutical  interest. 
To  the  several  gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  lectures  and 
presented  us  with  subjects  both  interesting  and  instructive, 
at  a  considerable  expenditure  of  time  and  trouble,  we  are 
greatly  indebted ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  the  attendance  at 
these  lectures  was  neither  complimentary  to  the  lecturers 
nor  a  credit  to  the  Society.  I  sincerely  trust  that  if  we  are 
to  continue  the  meetings  during  the  coming  year  the 
members  and  assistants  will  find  that  there  are  pleasures  and 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  them,  and  I  hope  that  they  will 
show  the  lecturers  that  they  appreciate  their  kindness  by 
attending  these  lectures.  And  let  me  here  remind  you  that 
the  opening  meeting  of  the  session  will  take  place  to-morrow 
evening  at  8  o'clock,  the  lecturer  being  Professor  E.  J. 
McWeeny,  whose  name  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the 
lecture  will  be  of  a  very  high  order. 

The  Schools 

have  as  heretofore  been  conducted  with  the  usual  care  and 
ability  on  the  part  of  the  Professors,  Dr.  Tichborne  and  Dr. 
Ninian  Falkiner,  and  the  assistants,  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Henry 
O'Connor.  Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner's  services,  I  regret  to  say, 
the  Society  have  lost,  owing  to  his  having  received  an 
appointment  under  Government,  and  your  Council  have 
appointed  Mr.  J.  N.  Laird  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Ashe,  M.P.S.I.,  a 
distinguished  licentiate,  who  is  pursuing  a  most  successful 
■medical  course,  to  conduct  the  botany  and  materia  medica 
classes  respectively.  The  Council  have  opened  and  fitted  up 
a  new  classroom  for  theoretical  chemistry,  which  was  found 
necessary  owing  to  the  want  of  knowledge  displayed  in  this 
subject  by  many  of  the  candidates  presenting  themselves  for 
the  licence  examination.  Mr.  F.  N.  Binks,  late  of  Anderson's 
College,  Glasgow,  has  been  appointed  to  conduct  this class, 
Taut  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  few  of  the  students  have  as  yet 
availed  themselves  of  its  advantages,  and  I  would  here  re- 
mark that  I  should  like  to  see  attendance  at  this  class  made 
compulsory. 

Examinations. 

These  have  been  held  as  heretofore  in  conformity  with  our 
regulations.  For  the  Pi  eliminary  examination  92  presented 
themselves,  as  against  69  in  1899,  being  an  increase  of  23  ; 
57  passed,  as  against  31  in  1899 ;  11  students  from  other 
schools  applied  for  registration,  which  brings  the  number 
up  to  103,  as  against  85  in  1899,  being  an  increase  of  18. 
Although  this  is  only  a  small  increase,  it  is  encouraging  that 
the  supply  of  new  material  is  increasing.  For  the  Licence 
•examination  61  candidates  presented  themselves,  as  against 
■67  last  year,  being  an  increase  of  4  ;  24-  passed,  as  against 
22  last  year,  being  an  increase  of  2 ;  and  37  were  rejected, 
as  against  35  in  1899.  For  the  Registered  Druggists' 
examination  41  candidates  presented  themselves,  as  against 
31  last  year,  showing  an  increase  of  10;  and  26  passed, 


against  17  in  1899.  Thirteen  candidates  offered  themselves 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  examination,  as  against 
14  last  year,  being  a  decrease  of  1 ;  of  these  7  passed,  as 
against  8  last  year.  I  would  urge  on  the  young  men  who 
have  passed  the  Preliminary  examination,  and  who  have  the 
requisite  number  of  years'  service,  to  take  out  this  qualifica- 
tion, as  it  is  of  practical  as  well  as  pecuniary  value,  while 
they  are  preparing  for  the  Final  examination. 

The  Medals. 

Neither  the  gold  nor  the  silver  medal  has  been  won  this 
year,  the  highest  number  of  marks  scored  being  230A-,  which 
is  6-|  marks  short  of  the  number  required  for  the  silver 
medal. 

Examinees. 

I  regret  to  say  that  we  have  lost  the  services  of  Dr.  Whitla 
as  Examiner  in  Practical  Pharmacy,  owing  to  his  time  being 
fully  occupied  in  medical  practice,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  he  has  consented  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  Council. 
We  have  appointed  Mr.  James  Michie,  M.P.S.,  who  was 
lately  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  Dr.  Whitla's  place,  and 
that  appointment  has  been  ratified  by  the  Privy  Council. 

Statistics. 

The  membership  of  the  Society  is  represented  by  the 
following  figures.  Our  register  showed  on  September  30, 
1899,  593  licentiates,  and  on  September  30,  1930,  610,  being 
an  increase  of  17.  Chemists  and  druggists — 294  last  year, 
as  against  289  this  year;  registered  druggists — 455  last  year, 
478  this  year  ;  and  pharmaceutical  assistants — 30  last  year, 
and  37  this  year.  The  register  of  pharmaceutical  chemists 
includes  two  apothecaries. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  allude  before 
sitting  down,  although  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  our  pro- 
ceedings of  the  past  year — I  mean  the  visit  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  to  Dublin  next  year.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Dublin  and  the  South  of  Ireland  held  here  some 
weeks  back  it  was  resolved  to  invite  the  Conference  to  visit 
Dublin  in  1901.  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Conyngham  and  myself 
accordingly  attended  the  Conference  in  London  and  presented 
the  invitation,  which  was  cordially  accepted.  I  trust  that 
Dublin  and  the  South  will  accord  the  Conference  a  hearty 
Irish  welcome. 

The  Elections. 

We  are  all  aware  that  a  general  election  is  taking  place  ; 
and  I  would  impress  on  every  member  the  necessity  of 
personally  canvassing  each  of  the  candidates  for  his  division, 
of  laying  before  him  our  wants,  and  of  obtaining  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  as  to  company  pharmacy ;  and  that  we 
should  cast  our  votes  irrespective  of  politics  for  the  men  who 
will  promise  to  look  after  our  interests. 

Death-roll. 

The  angel  of  death  was  busy  amongst  us  in  the  last  year, 
during  which  we  lost  nine  pharmaceutical  chemists,  amongst 
them  being  Ex-President  Downes,  Professor  J.  J.  Hodges, 
Mr.  John  Blair,  and  Mr.  Henry  Lyon.  The  deaths  notified 
included  five  chemists  and  druggists,  and  three  registered 
druggists.  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  support  which  I 
have  received  from  each  and  every  member  of  the  Council, 
especially  the  members  of  the  Committees  who  so  willingly 
responded  to  every  call  I  made  on  them.  My  thanks  are 
also  due  to  our  very  efficient  Registrar,  who  during  the  past 
year  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  help  me  in  the  many 
calls  I  made  on  his  time,  and  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  the  work  of  the  Society. 

Before  concluding  I  wish  to  allude  to  a  matter  whicl-i  has 
been  very  strongly  commented  on  in  the  public  press.  I 
refer  to 

The  Balls  Bridge  Dispensary. 

The  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  is  not  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  and  I  think  the  attention  of  th?  Local  Government 
Board  should  be  called  to  the  matter.  We  have  a  number  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  who  are  fully  competent  to  take 
charge  of  dispensaries.  (Applause.) 
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Discussion. 

Mr.  Holmes  asked  what  qualifications  had  the  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Balls  Bridge  Dispensary. 

The  President  :  I  am  not  aware  of  his  qualifications,  but 
he  is  not  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  It  has  gone  through  the 
city  that  he  is. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  He  is  an  M.B.  of  the  Koyal  University. 

Dr.  Walsh  :  It  might  be  well  if  the  President  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  press  contradicting  the  statement  that  the  gentle- 
man is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  President  :  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  O'Sitllivan  said  he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
The  Calendar  at  page  86  was  inaccurate  in  speaking  of  their 
School  of  "  Chemistry  and  Practical  Pharmacy."  Practical 
pharmacy  was  not  taught  by  the  Society  in  that  school. 
No  syllabus  had  yet  been  issued  of  the  chemistry  required 
for  the  licence.  That  omission  should  be  supplied.  Every 
other  examining  body  indicated  to  its  students  the  work 
they  were  to  prepare.  He  farther  submitted  that  their 
Calendar  should  give  more  information  of  a  general  char- 
acter, after  the  manner  of  the  Calendar  of  the  English 
Society.  It  should  contain  summaries  of  the  provisions  of 
such  Acts  of  Parliament  as  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  Medi- 
cine Stamp  Duty  Act,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  Juries 
Act,  the  Explosives  and  Weights  and  Measures  Acts,  &c. 
He  was  glad  to  notice  the  improvement  that  had  taken 
place  during  the  year,  and  he  was  pleased  at  the  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  expended  on  it.  He  trusted  that 
attention  would  be  paid  in  the  school  to  the  microscopic  exami- 
nation of  materia-medica.  That  would  educate  the  student 
and  qualify  him  to  detect  spurious  articles.  He  thought 
that  at  the  annual  meeting  there  should  be  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  students  attending  their  school.  He  found 
that  the  School  Committee  was  made  up  entirely  of  members 
of  the  Council,  and  he  suggested  that  there  should  be  at 
least  one  outsider  on  it.  There  should  be  a  book  for  sugges- 
tions and  remarks  relative  to  the  schools,  and  the  students 
should  be  given  lessons  to  take  home  with  them  and 
work  out  there.  He  also  thought  that  at  the  end  of 
each  session  there  should  be  class  examinations  in 
the  different  branches,  and  that  prizes  or  certificates 
should  be  given  to  the  most  meritorious-  of  the  students. 
The  English  Society  gave  considerable  encouragement 
to  its  students  in  that  way.  He  contended  that  the  standard 
of  the  Preliminary  examination  should  be  considerably 
raised,  or,  at  least,  that  it  should  be  made  to  accord  with 
the  requirements  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  by  whom 
their  present  "  Preliminary  "  was  not  accepted.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  many  of  these  licentiates  desired  to  go  to  the 
medical  profession,  and  he  knew  that  others  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  licence  of  the  new  Veterinary  College,  but  they 
were  debarred  from  veterinary  appointments  in  consequence 
of  not  having  passed  the  requisite  Preliminary  examination. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  Society's  Preliminary  examination 
was  not  as  good  as  that  of  the  Medical  Council, 
but  it  wanted  certain  subjects  which  the  Medical  Council 
required.  He  also  thought  the  marking  for  Latin  in  the 
Society's  Preliminary  was  too  low. 

The  President  :  We  sought  to  raise  the  marking  in  Latin, 
but  the  Privy  Council  have  not  sanctioned  it. 

Mr.  Wells:  It  has  been  before  them  for  the  past  two 
years. 

Mr.  O'Sullivan  also  suggested  that  the  Preliminary  ex- 
amination should  be  extended  over  two  days  instead  of  being 
finished,  as  at  present,  in  one.  There  was  too  much  in  it  for 
one  day,  and  the  result  was  that  the  candidates  became 
physically  exhausted  in  the  evening.  By  the  death  of  their 
late  President  the  Society  lost  a  good  friend,  and  one  of 
the  ablest  men  that  ever  occupied  their  chair.  He  (Mr. 
O'Sullivan)  agreed  very  fully  with  the  address  that  had  just 
been  delivered  by  the  President,  and  was  quite  satisfied  with 
the  splendid  advance  that  the  Society  had  made  during  the 
year  ;  and  in  particular  he  congratulated  the  professors  on 
the  progress  made  in  the  schools,  and  especially  in  the  new 
class  for  organic  and  theoretical  chemistry.  (Applause.) 

The  President  said  they  were  much  obliged  to  Mr. 
O'Sullivan  for  having  brought  forward  the  points  to  which 
he  had  referred,  and  he  need  hardly  say  that  the  Council 
would  give  his  suggestions  the  fullest  consideration.  As  to 
the  number  of  students  in  the  school,  the  account  showed 


that  forty-eight  fees  had  been  paid,  and  that,  of  course, 
meant  forty-eight  students. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  the  question  of  raising  the  standard 
of  the  Preliminary  examination  was  one  that  should  not  be 
shelved.  It  had  been  said  that  they  did  not  want  to 
allow  their  students  to  advance,  but  held  them  in  an  iron 
grip  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  That  was  a  short-sighted  policy.  He  had  for 
years  contended  that  their  Preliminary  examination  should 
be  such  as  would  enable  their  students  to  go  in  for  medi- 
cine, veterinary  surgery,  or  any  other  position  that  an 
examination  of  the  General  Medical  Council  would  qualify 
them  for. 

Mr.  Kelly  also  joined  in  the  discussion,  maintaining  that 
the  Society's  Preliminary  examination  is  as  stiff  as  that  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Dr.  McWalter  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  since  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Walsh  there  is  not  a  single  Catholic  representative  for  all 
Dublin  on  the  Council  ? 

The  President  :  I  could  not  tell  you.  As  far  as  I  know  we 
never  ask  what  a  man's  religion  or  politics  is  at  this  Council. 

Dr.  McWalter  :  That  is  a  very  admirable  principle  ;  but 
still  for  all  Dublin  and  all  Ulster  there  is  not  one  Catholic  on 
the  Council.  There  is  one  for  Connaught  (Mr.  White)  and 
one  for  the  South  of  Ireland  (Mr.  O'Sullivan),  who  never  turns 
up. 

Mr.  Wells  :  That  is  not  a  fact. 

Dr.  McWalter  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  Council  did 
not  intend  it,  but  there  was  a  feeling  that  the  fact  of 
candidates  being  of  a  different  religion  or  politics  from  the 
whole  of  the  Council  rather  interfered  with  their  chance  of 
passing  the  examination,  and  if  it  came  to  a  mark  or  two  they 
had  not  the  same  chance  as  others.  He  did  not  say  that 
that  was  so — he  did  not  think  it  was  so — but  if  a 
candidate  did  not  pass  he  was  apt  to  put  down  any  reason  for 
it  except  the  right  one.  He  had  noticed  that  the  feeling  of 
the  clergy  in  the  country  was  to  send  their  cadets  to  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall.  It  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  get 
the  help  of  the  Irish  party  if  there  was  any  feeling  of  an 
intention  on  their  part  to  exclude  a  man  on  account  of  his 
religion  or  his  politics.  In  any  future  nominations  it  would 
be  well  to  try  to  appease  the  feeling. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  this  subject 
had  been  introduced — (cries  of  "  hear,  hear  ") — especially  in 
connection  with  his  name.  Since  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Council  he  had  met  with  nothing  but  the  greatest 
courtesy,  and  the  fact  of  his  being  of  a  different  religion 
from  the  other  members  of  the  Council  never  once  cropped  up. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  believed  that  such  things,  as  far  as  his 
experience  of  the  Council  was  concerned,  were  never  dreamt 
of.  He  had  been  pressed  very  hard,  by  nearly  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  speaking  to  him,  to  remain  on  the 
Council — (hear,  hear) — and  they  expressed  their  wishes  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  asking  him  to  retain  his  seat  on 
it.  He  understood  that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting 
men  to  come  forward  at  election  times  to  go  on  the  Council. 
He  hoped  at  a  future  time  to  become  a  member  of  it  again. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  was  very  sorry  that  after  twenty-five 
years  of  the  Society's  existence  Dr.  McWalter  should  think 
it  necessary  to  raise  an  apple  of  discord  in  their  midst.  He 
(Mr.  Wells)  had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  for  eighteen 
or  nineteen  years,  and  he  solemnly  said  that  a  matter  of 
religion  or  politics  never  once  entered  his  mind  in  selecting 
a  candidate  for  the  Council;  and  he  claimed  to  have 
nominated  more  candidates  for  the  Council  than  any  other 
person  in  the  room.  On  last  Saturday  week  they  had  three 
members  of  the  Council  declaring  that  they  would  not  seek 
re-election,  and  there  were  no  candidates  in  the  field.  The 
President  wrote  to  one  of  the  members  who  was  retiring,  and 
he  (Mr.  Wells)  met  him,  and  they  said  they  should  be  sorry 
to  lose  him,  and  he  decided  that  he  would  stay  amongst  them. 
He  (Mr.  Wells)  went  to  Dr.  Walsh  and  did  all  he  could  to 
get  him  to  stay  amongst  them.  Had  nobody  been  proposed, 
then  he  did  not  know  what  would  have  been  the  result.  On 
the  following  Monday,  after  asking  a  couple  of  others,  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Batt,  and,  after  a  good  deal  of  pressure,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  him  to  go  on  the  Council.  It  was  open  to 
Dr.  McWalter  or  any  other  member  to  nominate  whom  they 
liked.  They  had  on  the  Council  Mr.  White,  from  Sligo,  who 
was  a  very  advanced  Nationalist ;  and  it  was  by  men  who 
held  anything  but  his  opinions  that  he  was  asked  to  join  the 
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Council.  When  Mr.  O'Sullivan,  of  Waterford,  was  elected, 
Dr.  McWalter  was  nominated  at  the  same  time,  and  was 
astounded  at  the  cool  reception  he  got ;  and  to  say  that  it 
was  because  of  his  political  and  religious  opinions  that  he 
was  not  returned  on  that  occasion  was  rather  far-fetched. 

Dr.  McWalter  :  Excuse  me— I  did  not  make  any  such 
personal  suggestion. 

Mr.  Wells  :  But  we  must  take  it  that  you  did  so. 

Dr.  McWalter  :  I  did  not  make  the  slightest  reference 
to  my  election. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  told  him  why  he  was  not  returned.  He 
put  an  advertisement  into  a  paper  which  was  an  insult  to 
any  country  chemist,  and  he  is  also  noted  as  the  greatest 
cutter  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Holmes  :  I  think  this  is  very  irregular.  Trade 
matters  should  not  be  brought  before  this  meeting. 

After  further  discussion  the  matter  dropped,  and  the 
President  replied  on  the  whole  discussion. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SCHOOL  SESSION. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  session  of  the  Society's  School  for 
1900-1901  was  opened  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  at  8  o'clock. 
On  the  occasion  an  address  on  the  "  Cause  and  Prevention 
of  Typhoid  Fever"  was  delivered  by  Professor  E.  J. 
McWeeny,  M.D.,  Bacteriologist  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Ireland.  There  was  a  numerous  attendance, 
which  included  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Society, 
students,  and  visitors  ;  and  Mr.  George  Beggs,  the  President 
of  the  Society,  presided. 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

The  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  October  3,  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  There,- were  present: — 
Messrs.  George  Beggs,  Grindley,  Kelly,  O'Connor  (Newry), 
White  (Sligo),  Brittan,  Batt,  Wells,  and  Simpson. 

Elections. 

Mr.  O'Connor  having  been  voted  to  the  chair, 

Mr.  Grindley  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing 
that  Mr.  Beggs  be  re-elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  were  all  aware  of  his  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Kelly  seconded  the  motion.  During  the  time  he  had 
been  on  the  Council  he  had  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  Mr. 
Beggs,  and  had  seen  that  no  matter  in  what  work  he  was 
engaged  he  did  it  with  all  his  heart. 

The  motion  having  passed  unanimously, 

Mr.  Beggs  took  the  chair  as  President,  and  assured  the 
members  that  he  felt  deeply  the  honour  which  they  had 
conferred  on  him  again  this  year. 

The  President  thei  proposed  that  Mr.  Bernard  be  re- 
elected Vice-President.  Mr.  Bernard  had  done  good  service 
during  his  term  of  office  and  had  helped  him  (President)  in 
every  way. 

Mr.  O'Connor  seconded  the  motion,  which  passed 
unanimously. 

The  President  moved  that  Mr.  Grindley  be  elected 
Hon.  Treasurer  for  the  coming  year  at  the  same  salary  as 
before.  (Laughter.)  He  said  the  financial  statement  which 
was  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
showed  that,  notwithstanding  the  outlay  they  had  had  to 
make  on  their  school  and  in  the  fitting-up  of  new  rooms  and 
other  matters,  Mr.  Grindley  had  brought  them  through  with 
a  very  substantial  balance. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  Mr.  Grindley's  re-election,  and  only 
regretted  that  he  would  not  take  a  more  important  office. 

Mr.  Grindley,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he  need  not  tell 
them  that  he  had  the  interests  of  the  Society  at  heart.  He 
had  been  a  long  time  connected  with  the  Council  and  was 
thoroughly  identified  with  it.  He  thought  the  time  had  now 
arrived  when  the  Council  should  make  elementary  chemistry 
a  compulsory  part  of  the  course  for  the  Preliminary 
examination,  instead  of  being  optional  as  heretofore. 

The  President  said  he  thoroughly  agreed  with  Mr. 
Grindley  as  to  that. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brittan, 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Browne  were  appointed  auditors  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  Committees  for  the  year  were  then  appointed. 


Other  Matters. 

The  reply  from  her  Majesty  t:>  the  address  presented  to 
her  by  the  Council  was  then  read. 

Donations  were  received  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
of  copies  of  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  (sixth  edition),  and 
"  Veterinary  Counter  Practice  "  (third  edition)  ;  from  the 
University  of  Birmingham,  of  a  copy  of  their  Calendar  for 
1900-1;  and  from  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd,  of  a  copy  of  "A 
Synopsis  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia "  (fifth  edition)  ^ 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors. 


OCT03ER  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  have  passed  the  Preliminary  examination: — 
R.  M.  Park,  T.  G.  Whitcroft,  R.  J.  Hardy  (J.  O.  Atkinson 
and  A.  J.  Smyth  equal),  W.  Gordon,  J.  W.  Gray,  J.  W.  M. 
McConnell,  M.  J.  Howard.    Four  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  Examination. — J.  Marks  passed. 
Two  candidates  were  rejected. 

Registered  Drujgists'  Examination. — C.  L.  Boyd,  G.  A, 
Elliott,  A.  Farquhar,  G.  W.  Kerr,  D.  F.  Rice,  W.  Stewart, 
D.  A.  Taylor,  and  J.  C.  Weir  passed.    Three  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — W.  H.  Gordon, 
Jane  Bell,  G.  Enright,  P.  Liston,  C.  Newton,  S.  Bell,  J. 
McBirney  passed.    Eight  were  rejected. 


Examination  Papers  set  at  the  October  examinations 
EXAMINATION  FOR  LICENCE. 
Materia  Medica. 

1.  Enumerate  the  official  Hypodermic  Injections.  Give 
strength  and  dose  of  each. 

2.  Give  a  description  of  Calumbaroot  as  it  03curs  in  com- 
merce.   State  source,  N  O.,  and  preparations. 

3.  Give  the  official  name  and  source  of  Juniper  tar  oil.  State 
how  it  is  obtained. 

4.  Phenol.  State  how  it  is  obtained.  Give  dose  and  pre- 
parations. 

5.  Give  the  botanical  source,  N.O.,  and  distinctive  character- 
istics of  the  following : — Myrrha,  myristica,  scilla,  guaiacum 
resina. 

Botany. 

6..  Plants,  when  burned,  leave  a  certain  amount  of  mineral  ash. 
Mention  the  principal  substances  the  ash  may  contain,  and 
explain  how  the  plants  obtain  them. 

7.  Give  the  characteristics  of  the  natural  orders  Scropliu- 
lariaceai  and  Labiata.    Give  examples  of  each. 

8.  What  is  the  function  of  Cambium  ?  State  where  situated  on 
the  stem. 

General  and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry. 
(Six  questions  only  need  be  attempted.) 

1.  A  seidlitz-powder  is  composed  of  2'46  grammes  tartaric  acid, 
2-59  grammes  sodium  bicarbonate,  and  7'77  grammes  sodium 
potassium  tartrate.  Find  the  volume  of  the  gas  which  is  formed 
when  the  solutions  are  mixed,  measured  at  15°  C.  and  730  mm, 
pressure,  and  calculate  the  weight  of  each  substance  in  solution. 

[C  =  12,  O  =  16,  Na  =  23 ;  2  grammes  hydrogen  occupy  22'33 
litres  at  N.T.P.] 

2.  Calculate  from  the  following  the  density  of  a  sample  of 
spirit : — A  50-gramme  brass  weight  is  weighed  in  water  at  15°'5  C, 
and  is  found  to  have  a  density  of  8  307.  The  same  weight 
immersed  in  the  spirit  at  15°  5  C.  weighs  45  037  grammes. 

3.  Write  equations  for  the  reactions  which  take  place  when 
solutions  of  the  following  substances  are  mixed,  and  name  the 
compounds  formed.  If  more  than  one  reaction  takes  place, 
depending  on  the  proportions  of  the  substances,  all  the  reactions 
must  be  given  :— 

(a)  Potassium  iodide,  potassium  nitrite,  and  sulphuric  acid. 

(b)  Potassium  iodide  and  chlorine. 

(c)  Potassium  hypochlorite  and  hydrochloric  acid. 

(d)  Chromic  acid  and  sulphurous  acid. 

4.  Describe  two  methods  for  estimating  the  amount  of  moisture 
in  the  air. 

5.  How  is  lead  subacetate  prepared  ?  Mention  some  of  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  employed  in  the  laboratory. 

6.  Name  the  compounds  of  nitrogen  and  hydrogen,  and  of 
nitrogen,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen,  and  write  their  formulas. 

7.  Name  the  products  of  the  action  of  nitric  acid  on  alcohol,  and 
write  their  graphic  formulas. 

8.  Indicate  the  process  you  would  employ  for  the  estimation  of 
quinine  plus  cinchonidine,  and  of  the  total  alkaloids  in  cinchona- 
bark. 
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Pbactical  Chemistby. 
Time — Forty  minutes  are  allowed  for  each  Question. 

[N.B. — Candidates  are  required  to  leave  their  apparatus  clean, 
and  in  the  same  order  as  received.  All  the  tests  performed,  with 
their  results,  must  be  written  down.  Marks  are  given  for  neat- 
ness in  manipulation.] 

1.  Determine  what  the  substance  A  is. 

2.  Determine  the  melting-point  of  the  substance  given  to  you. 

3.  Determine  the  strength  of  the  sample  of  sweet  spirits  of 
nitre  given  to  you. 

Piiaemacy. 

1.  Explain  the  following  terms  : — Percolation,  water-bath,  sand- 
bath,  No.  60  Powder.  Give  an  instance  where  each  term  is 
employed  in  making  a»  official  preparation. 

.  2.  State  accurately  how  the  following  are  prepared  :— Syrupus 
ferri  iodidi,  ferri  et  quininas  citras,  extractum  nucis  vomicae,  pilula 
phosphori. 

3.  Give  the  process  for  preparing  the  various  extracts  where 
distilled  water  only  is  used.  State  consistence  and  appearance  of 
each. 

4.  Give  composition  and  strength  of  the  following  prepara- 
tions : — Pilula  rhei  composita,  tinctura  cinchonae  composita, 
acidum  sulphurieum  aromaticum,  pulvis  ipecacuanhas  compositus, 
syrupus  ferri  phosphatis  cum  quinina  et  strychnina,  unguentum 
hydrargyri  compositum. 

5.  Write  a  short  account  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act. 

EXAMINATION  FOB  THE  QUALIFICATION 
OF  ASSISTANT  TO  PHAEMACEUTICAL  CHEMIST. 
Phabmacy. 

1.  Enumerate  the  wines  of  the  B.P.,  giving  strength  and  dose 
of  each. 

2.  Give  the  composition  and  strength  of  each  of  the  following : — 
Ungt.  potass,  iodid.,  lin.  potass,  iodid.,  elixir  of  vitriol,  laudanum, 
glycerin  of  alum,  glycerin  of  pepsin,  effervescent  tartarated  soda- 
powder,  compound  spirit  of  horseradish,  fetid  spirit  of  ammonia, 
spirit  of  lavender,  solution  of  lime,  tincture  of  sumbul,  liquid 
extract  of  ipecacuanha. 

3.  Enumerate  the  official  preparations  made  of  glycerin,  giving 
formulas  of  each. 

4.  State  specifically  what  directions  you  would  follow  in  dis- 
pensing the  following  prescription  : — 

Enema  opii    ...       ...       ...  ... 

Ft.  enema. 
Horas  decubitus. 

5.  Write  out  the  following  in  Latin,  using  no  abbreviation  : — 
One  teaspoonful  every  second  or  third  hour  while  pxin  lasts. 
A  dessertspoonful  twice  daily  before  food. 

An  eight  part  at  bed-hour  may  be  repeated  in  an  hour  if  neces- 
sary. 

To  be  rubbed  well  into  painful  parts. 
One  pill  after  breakfast  and  dinner. 

BEGISTEBED  DBUGGIST  EXAMINATION. 

1.  Into  how  many  plots,  each  containing  40  sq.  yds.,  can  an  acre 
be  divided  ? 

2.  What  will  260  lbs.  of  beef  cost  if  18  lbs.  cost  lis.  3d.  ? 

~3.  Add  together  §  of  a  crown,  f  of  half-a-sovereign,  i  of  a 
sovereign,  and  f  of  a  57.  note 
4.  Find  the  value  of  the  following  : — 


Write  a  short  synopsis  of  the  Poison  Act. 
Write  a  paper  cn  the  Chinese  difficulty. 

PBELIMINABY  EXAMINATION 
Latin, 
i. 

Instant  ardentes  Tyrii :  pars  ducere  muros 
Molirique  arcem  et  manibus  subvolvere  saxa, 
Pars  optare  locum  tecto  et  concludere  sulco. 
lura  magistratusque  legunt  sanctumque  senatum. 
Hie  portus  alii  effodiunt ;  hie  lata  theatris 
Fundamenta  petunt  alii,  immanesque  eolumnas 
Bupibxis  excidunt,  scaenis  decora  alta  futuris  : 
Qualis  apes  aestate  nova  per  florea  rura. 
Exercet  sub  sole  labor,  cum  gentis  adultos 
Educunt/eiiM,  aut  cum  liquentia  mella 
Stipant  et  dulci  distendunt  nectare  cellas. 

Vibgil. 

Pa  se  all  words  in  italics. 

II. 

-Diiwi  hasc  in  cclloquio  geruntur,  Caesari  nunciatum  est,  equites 
Ariovisti  propius  tumulum  accedere  et  ad  nostros  adequitare, 


lapides  telaque  in  nostros  coniicere.  Caesar  loquendi  fin  em  fecit,. 
seque  ad  suos  receipt  suisque  imperavit,  ne  quod  omnino  teltrm  in 
hostes  rejicerent.  Nam  etsi  sine  ullo  periculo  legionis  deleetae 
cum  equitatu  proelium  fore  videbat :  tamen  committendvm  non 
putabat,  ut,  pulsis  hostibus,  did  posset  eos  ab  se  per  fidem  in 
colloquio  circumventos. — Caesab. 

Parse  all  words  in  italics. 

Translate  into  Latin  ; — 

1.  We  will  ask  what  you  are  doing. 

2.  The  town  having  been  betrayed  three  days  ago,  we  had 
promised  to  send  hostages. 

English. 

1.  Give  the  proper  names  and  the  uses  of  the  following- 
symbols,  viz. ; — 

;()!§?:-""  } 

2.  Some  substantives  have  double  plurals,  each  having  a  dis- 
tinct meaning.    Give  four  examples. 

3.  Name  the  period  and  compound  tenses,  and  state,  when  part 
of  a  period  of  time  has  yet  to  elapse,  what  tense  should  be  used. 

4.  Why  is  "  that "  applicable  to  both  persons  and  UuDgs  ? 
What  parts  of  speech  may  "  that  "  be  ? 

5.  How  may  a  substantive  naturally  neuter  be  converted  into 
the  masculine  or  feminine  gender  ? 

6.  Write  a  short  theme  on  one  of  the  following  subjects  i 

1.  Autumn. 

2.  A  General  Election. 

Abithmetic. 

-1.  Add  together  3"5  of  11.  0s.  10d.,  '3125  of  8s.  8d.,  -0025  of 
127.  10s.,  and  6'0375  of  37. 13s.  4d. 

2.  If  16  men  take  40  days  to  dig  a  field,  working  6  hours  a  day, 
how  long  will  20  men  take  working  8  hours  a  day  ? 

3.  Find  the  cost  of  4,564  yards  of  silk  at  27.  5s.  9d.  per  dozen 
yards. 

4.  Find  the  total  weight  of  59  pieces  of  silver  each  weighing 
5  oz.  6  dwts.  11  gr. 

5.  Convert  1  cwt.  1  qr.  14  lbs.  into  kilogrammes. 

6.  How  many  lengths  of  a  quarter  of  a  yard  each  can  be  cut  off 
a  piece  of  silk  7A  decametres  long  ? 

Algebba. 

1.  If  a  =  4,  6  ==  3,  c  =  —  2,  find  the  value  of 

e2  +  5ae  +  3a6  —  a2. 

2.  Divide 

a;5  +  3a;4  -  5a"  -  7a;3  +  12a;  -  4  by  a;2  +  3a;  —  2. 

3.  Simplify 

2a  +  11     5a  -  9 
a  —  VS       a  +  3 

4.  Add  together 

2aa:2  —  4o'a;  —  6a3  —  3a;3,  2a:3  +  5ax2  —  larx  +  4a3, 
2a3  +  5a2a:  —  3aa;2  +  a;3,  203;^  —  5a;3,—  4a-'a;  —  3a3. 

5  Solve 

x_+ _5     Zx  +  4  •_  %ic  ^-  1 
4  5  6  ' 

Euclid. 

[Not  more  than  two  of  the  following  propositions  to  be 
attempted.] 

1.  The  angles  which  one  straight  line  makes  with  another 
straight  line  on  the  same  side  of  it  are  either  two  right  angles  or 
are  together  equal  to  two  right  angles. 

2.  If  from  the  extremities  of  the  base  of  a  triangle  two  straight 
lines  he  drawn  to  a  point  within  the  triangle,  those  two  straight 
lines  shall  be  together  less  than  the  two  sides  of  the  triangle,  but 
shall  contain  a  greater  angle. 

3.  The  opposite  sides  and  angles  of  a  parallelogram  are  equal, 
and  the  diagonal  bisects  it. 

Chemistby. 

1.  What  are  the  differences  between  a  chemical  compound  and 
a  mechanical  mixture  ?  To  which  of  the  two  classes  does  each' 
of  the  following  belong : — Common  salt,  water,  air,  coal-gas, 
chalk,  gunpowder? 

2.  Describe  ammonia,  and  give  an  account  of  it s  preparation. 

3.  Explain  carefully  the  process  of  combustion.  What, 
substances  are  produced  by  combustion  of  the  following  in  air  :— 
Sulphur,  marsh-gas,  charcoal,  carbon  monoxide,  hydrogen  ? 

4.  What  is  (1)  an  acid,  (2)  an  alkali  ?  Write  three  equations 
showing  the  action  of  acids  on  alkalis. 

5.  State  the  composition  of  water,  first  by  volume,  second  by 
weight.  Describe  an  experiment  which  will  prove  one  of  thesa- 
statements. 
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Paris  exbibition,  l^OO^Britisl)  Awards. 

GRAND  PRIX 

FOR 

TOILET  SOAP. 


The  Highest  Award  for  Toilet  Soap 
at  the  last  Paris  Exhibition,  in  1889, 
was  a  Gold  Medal,  and  the  only  Gold 
Medal  awarded  solely  for  Toilet  Soap 
was  gained  by  Messrs.  Pears. 

At   the    present    Exhibition  at  Paris, 

1900,  the 

fiiflftest  Award  Obtainable  for  anptDinq 

IS  THE 

>  GRAND  PRIX, 

and  that  also   has   been  awarded  to 

Messrs.  PEARS. 

and  is  the  only  one  allotted  in  Great 
Britain  for  Toilet  Soap. 
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"C.  &  2>."  Books, 

PublisTied  at  the  offices  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist" 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.  C. 


Practical  Methods  of  Urine-analysis.    Is.  6d. 
Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2*.  6d. 

Manual  of  Pharmaceutical  Tasting.  By  B.  S.  Proctor. 
2s.  6d. 

Pharmaceutical  Formulas:  Practical  Bscipes  for  the 
Drug-trade.    By  Peter  MacEwan,  F.C.S.    7*.  6d. 

Diseases  and  Bamedies :  Survey  of  Modern  Medicine 
for  the  Use  of  Chemists  and  Druggists.    2s.  6d. 

Handy  Book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty.  By  E.  N.  Alpe, 
of  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Inland  Revenue  Office, 
Somerset  House.    2s.  6d. 

Ouid3  to  Preliminary  Examinations  in  Pharmacy, 
Medicine,  Dentistry,  Veterinary  Surgery,  and 
Science.    By  Wm.  Dodds.    2s.  6d. 

Veterinary  Counter-practice  :  a  Treatise  on  the  Diseases 
of  Animals,  and  the  most  Suitable  Bemedies  for 
Them.  Written  expressly  for  chemists  and  druggists  by 
Members  of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged  to  352  pages,  with 
illustrations.    Price,  3s.  6d.  net ;  by  post,  3s.  lOd. 


The  Art  of  Dispensing :  a  Treatise  on  the  Methods  and 
Processes  involved  in  Compounding  Medical  Pre- 
scriptions. Sixth  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
Crown  8ro.  Pp.  viii.  +  490,  with  numerous  illustrations, 
and  bound  in  buckram.  Price,  5s.  6d.  net;  by  post, 
5s.  lOd. 

Opinions  on  the  New  Edition. 

As  far  as  I  have  at  present  been  able  to  form  an  opinion,  it 
appears  to  be  a  work  which  will  be  of  great  usefulness  to  all 
engaged  in  dispensing  or  compounding,  The  information  it  con- 
veys is  considerable  and  up  to  date,  whilst  the  advice  it  offers  in 
doubtful  and  difficult  eases  seems  to  be  generally  judicious. 
Combined  with  practical  work  it  ought  to  be  especially  valuable 
to  apprentices  and  pupils. — Mr.  Walter  Hills,  F.C.S. 

The  title-page  of  this  little  book  announces  it  as  the  sixth 
edition,  but  a  book  which  has  been  increased  from  288  to  498 
pages  might  almost  be  designated  as  a  new  work.  The  popularity 
of  the  book  in  the  past  is  sufficient  evidence  that  in  style  and 
arrangement  it  was  satisfactory.  These  are  preserved,  and  the 
fund  of  information  very  materially  extended.  ...  As  a  text- 
book for  students  it  is  reliable  and  convenient.  To  the  working 
pharmacist  it  will  prove  a  friend  in  need  which  will  aid  him  to 
surmount  the  numerous  difficulties  cropping  up  at  any  dispensing- 
counter. —  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

In  its  present  form  this  work  constitutes  the  vade  mecum  of 
the  dispensing  chemist,  and  it  will  be  found  of  great  service  by 
practitioners  who  continue,  in  accordance  with  custom,  to  dispense 
their  own  medicines.  The  more  than  perfunctory  instruction 
which  medical  students  receive  in  the  practical  details  of  dispen- 
sary work  renders  some  such  technical  guide  indispensable,  unless 
mixtures  and  pills  are  to  be  sent  out  a  la  grace  de  Dieu,  reckless 
of  appearance,  of  compatibility  of  constituents,  and  of  therapeu- 
tical activity.  A  work  of  this  kind,  primarily  intended  for  chemists, 
naturally  comprises  much  information  which  is  not  required  by 
the  dispensing  practitioner,  but  incidentally  it  affords  much  prac- 
tical instruction  of  a  kind  not  contained  in  any  book  likely  to  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  latter.  The  practitioner  will  find  some  use- 
ful hints  in  the  preparation  of  pills— for,  in  spite  of  the  activity 
of  pill  makers,  one  is  still  occasionally  constrained  to  carry  out 
this  tedious  operation.  The  principal  value  of  the  work,  however, 
a/i  far  as  the  practitioner  is  concerned,  lies  in  the  chapters  on 
"mixtures"  of  various  kinds,  including  emulsions.  Many  medi- 
cinal substances  can  only  be  reduced  to  mixture-form  by  special 
means,  and  all  idiosyncracies  of  this  kind  are  carefully  explained, 
and  the  way  to  circumvent  them  given.  The  "  doctrine  of  incom- 
patibilities "  is  fully  gone  into ;  and  there  are  few  dispensers — 
yea,  even  prescribers — who  will  not  gain  by  devoting  a  little  time 
to  mastering  its  principal  features.  There  is  also  a  very  useful 
appendix  in  a  synopsis  of  new  remedies.  We  have  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  way  in  which  the  editing  of  this  work  has  been 
carried  out,  and  we  may  safely  commend  it  to  the  favourable  notice 
of  our  readers. — Medical  Press. 

Any  of  the  books  may  be  obtained  at  the  published 
price,  phis  postage,  from  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and 


Druggist  in  London  and  Melbourne,  Vic.  The  new  editions 
have  been  stocked  by  the  following  wholesale  houses,  from 
whom  they  may  be  obtained  with  goods  at  the  net  prices : — 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  London. 

Bleasdale  (Limited1,  York. 

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Clarke,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Clarke,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast. 

Edwards,  Wm.,  &  Son,  London,  E.C. 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  London. 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Ferber,  Bobert,  &  Co.,  London. 

Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol. 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London. 

Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company,  Glasgow. 

Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  London. 

Hatrick,  W.  &  R.  (Limited),  Glasgow. 

Ismay,  J.,  &  Sons,  Newcastle. 

Lennon  (Limited),  London. 

Lewis,  H.  K.,  Gower  Street,  W.C. 

Lloyd,  Howard,  &  Co.,  Leicester. 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London. 

May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London. 

Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London. 

Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh, 

Potter  &  Clarke,  London. 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

Sanger  &  Sons,  London. 

Sharland  &  Co,,  London  Wall. 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham, 

Sutton,  W.,  &  Co.,  London. 

Thin,  James,  Edinburgh. 

Woolley,  James,  Sons,  &  Co.,  Manchester. 

"  The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  is  also  stocked  by 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  Kennington 
Road,  S.E. 

Westminster  College,  Trinity  Square,  Borough,  S.E. 

In  the  United  States  the  new  edition  of  "The  Art  of 
Dispensing"  may  be  obtained,  duty  paid,  from  Me3sri 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  of  New  York  City. 


practical  Botes, 


Antiseptic  Tooth-powder. 

Salol   1  dr. 

Phosphate  of  lime    5  dr. 

Carbonate  of  lime    5  dr. 

Light  magnesia    5  dr. 

Bicarbonate  of  sodium    4  dr. 

Essence  of  peppermint  to  perfume. 

Mix  well. 

A  Paraldehyde  Mixture. 

Paraldehyde   3D  gr. 

Syrup  of  raspberry                     ...  6  dr. 

Peppermint  water   6  dr. 

Distilled  water    1  oz. 


This  may  be  taken  in  twenty-four  hours  in  one  or  two  doses. 

Tincture  of  Ipecacuanha. 

According  to  Duliere  (Jour,  de  Pharm.  d'Anvcrs,  1900 
345),  the  tincture  of  ipecacuanha  of  the  Belgian  Pharma- 
copceia,  which  is  made  with  80-per-cent.  alcohol,  is  not  as 
satisfactory  as  could  be  desired.  He  concludes  that  the 
tincture  is  subject  to  alteration  by  gradual  deposition,  so 
that  constant  characters  cannot  be  assigned  to  it  The  chief 
part  of  the  deposit,  however,  is  found  to  be  inulin,  so  that 
the  alkaloidal  value  does  not  appear  to  be  materially  altered 
by  the  precipitation.  It  appears  that  the  experiments  of 
Personne  were  the  basis  of  the  pharmacopoeial  choice  of  a 
solvent,  and  that  these  took  into  account  only  the  total 
amount  of  extractive  matter  yielded  to  the  various  solvents 
with  which  experiments  were  made.  By  using  alcohol  of 
80-per-cent.  strength,  a  tincture  of  equal  alkaloidal  value  is 
obtained,  whilst  the  extractive  matter  is  less,  and  there  is 
no  tendency  to  deposition  even  after  a  considerable  time. 
It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the  formula  should  be  revised 
in  the  next  edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
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BOILEAU  &  BOYD,  LTD. 

Telegrams—"  Boilean  Dublin."         ESTABLISHED   1700.  Telephone  No.  226. 

MANUFACTURING  CHEMISTS,  WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

Drug*  and  Spiee  Grinders,  Drysalters,  Patent  Medicine  Dealers,  Druggists'  Sundriesmen. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 
POWDERED  DRUGS  AND  SPICES. 
PACKED  GOODS. 
WINTER  REQUISITES. 
COD  LIVER  OIL.  GLYCERINE. 
METHYLATED  SPIRIT.  FINISH. 

ST.  BRIDE'S! LABORATORY,  DUBLIN, 


"  g 


a 


7*/te  C/ly  of  Dublin  Drug  Hall 


AND 


PLATE    «&    SHEET    GLASS  WAREHOUSE. 

SPONGE  S-  A  Speciality. 

HONEYCOMB  SPONGES,  UNBLEACHED. 

A  A.  Cases  of  200  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  10s.,  averaging  4|c?.  each,  to  retail  at  6c?.  to  8d.  each. 
BB.  Cases  of  150  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s.,  averaging  6c?.  each,  to  retail  at  9c?.  to  Is.  each. 
CC.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £3  15s,,  averaging  9c?.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  each. 
DD.  Cases  of  100  pieces,  Toilet  shapes,  £5,  averaging  Is.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  6c?.  to  2s.  each. 
EE.  Cases  of  80  pieces,  assorted  shapes,  £Q,  averaging  Is.  6c?.  each,  to  retail  at  Is.  9c?.  to  3s.  6c?.  each 
All  Sponges  sent  carriage  paid  and  on  approval, 

AGENTS    FOR    JOHAN    THESEN    &    CO.'S    (BERGEN,  NORWAY) 

FINEST     NON  -  FREEZING     COD     LIVER  OIL, 

In  25-gal.  Casks,  5-gal.  Tins,  or  Winchester  Quarts.    Prices  and  samples  on  application. 

Agents  for  Ireland  (part  of  Ulster  excepted)  for  the  MITCHAM  JAPAN  &  YARNISH  CO.,  MITCHAM,  LONDON. 

SPECIALITIES— IVORY  WHITE  JAPAN  AND  WHITE  COPAL  VARNISH. 

McKEONE'S  AMERICAN  OATMEAL  SOAP,  specially  recommended  for  Ladies, 

*  •  _  At  4s.  3c?.  per  doz.  tablets ;  48s.  per  gross. 

BELFAST  AGENTS— Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Haslett. 

Gold  Leaf,  Fellows'  Syrup,  Carter's  Little  Liver  Pills,  Kond's  Euonymised  Cocoa, 
Hoyte's  "Weed  Killer,  Aspinall's  Enamels,  Brown's  Leaf  Brand  Hat  Reviver,  &c,  &c. 
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TRY- 


'The  Chemist  &  Druggist' 

FOR  A  YEAR, 
Beginning  Nov.  3,  1900. 

It  will  Interest  you,  it  will  Pay  you,  and  iOs* 
is  the  Subscription  for  a  whole  year— 52  Numbers 
—and  a  copy  of  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary"  for  1001.    Please  use  this 

SUBSCRIPTION  OHHER  FORM. 


Please  supply  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  for  one 

year,  commencing  with  the  issue  for  

iccluding  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists*  Diary,"  1901, 
•and  receive  "1  ©S.  herewith. 

Name   


Full  Address  or  ( 
Address-label  \ 


Date 


Remittances  payable  to  Edward  Halse.   Cheques  or  Postal  Orders  to  be 
crossed  Martin's  Ba*k,  Limited. 


P.  A.  LESLIE  &  CO. 

Wholesale  and 

Export  Druggists, 

Bride  Street,  DUBLIN 

JgEG  to  inform  their  friends  and  the  Trad 
generally  that  their  Warehouses,  Laboratories, 
and  Millrooms  having  been  inspected  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Her  Majesty's  Admiralty,  they  have 
been  placed  on  the  list  of  those  firms  invited  to 
contract  for  the  supply  of  Drugs  to  Her  Majesty's 
Navy. 

This  is  a  signal  honour,  and  is  the  first  time  any 
Irish  firm  has  obtained  such. 


Close  Quotations  for  Selected  Drugs,  Pure  Chemicals, 
and  Standardised  Pharmaceutical  Preparations 
sent  on  application. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  of  IRELAND. 


EXAMINA  TBONS. 

All  Examinations  are  held  during  the  months  of 
J anuary,  April,  July,  and  October — viz. : 

The  Preliminary  Examinations  on  the  FIRST 
TUESDAYS. 

The  Pharmaceutical  License  Examinations 
on  the  SECOND  WEDNESDAYS  and  follow- 
ing days. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Assistants  Examinations 
on  the  SECOND  MONDAYS. 

The  Registered  Druggist  Examinations  on 
the  SECOND  TUESDAYS. 


All  Applications  must  be  lodged  wjth  the  Registrar, 
and  fees  paid,  a  clear  fortnight  before  the  dates  of 
the  respective  Examinations. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SCHOOLS   OF  CHEMISTRY, 
BOTANY,  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA. 

The  Chemistry  School  is  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Tichborne,  ll.d.,  f.i.c.,  l.r.c.s.i.,  and 
Diplomate  in  Public  Health,  assisted  by  Mr.  P. 
Kelly,  m.p.s.i.,  and  Mr.  F.  N.  Binks,  late  "  Young  " 
Scholar  of  Anderson's  College,  Glasgow. 

The  Botany  and  Materia  Medica  School  is  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Laird,  b.a.,  Large  Gold 
Medallist  and  Sen.  Mod.  T.C.D.,  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Ashe,  m.p.s.i.,  Medallist  and  Prizeman  in  Materia 
Medica,  r.c.s.i  ,  &c,  &c. 

The  Fees  for  the  Courses,  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations  of  the  Society,  are  as  follows  : — 

£ 

Theoretical  Chemistry      1 

Practical  Chemistry  (Deposit  3/6)  ...  6 
Botany  and  Materia  Medica  (combined)  2 


s. 
1 
6 
2 


FOR  FURTHER  PARTICULARS,  APPLY  TO 


THE  REGISTRAR,  67  LOWER  MOUNT  STREET,  DUBLIN. 
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BISCUITS  Heron  No.  1. 

Prepared    from    t,lx&    Formula    supplied  toy 

W.  D.  HASLAM,  Esq.,  M.D. 


COMPOSITION. 

Subnitrate  of  Bis- 
muth and  Purified 


Vegetable  Charcoal. 

o 


MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 


NOTE. — They  are  as  palat- 
able and  inviting  as 
ordinary  luncheon  bis- 
cuits, and  are  much 
relished  by  sufferers  from 
indigestion. 


HEARON,  SQUIRE  &  FRANCIS,  LIMITED, 

Wholesale  and  Export  Druggists,  Analytical  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 
38   £fi   40   SOUTHWARK   STREET,   LONDON,  S.E. 


PRACTICAL    METHODS   OF  URINE-ANALYSIS. 

Written  by  a  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  Chemists  and  Druggists.       Price  1/6  ;  by  post,  1/8. 


DISEASES      AND  REMEDIES. 

Contains  236  Pages.   Price  2/6 ;  by  post,  2/9, 

PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS. 

Contains  672  Pages  and  nearly  5,000  Recipe?.    Price  7/6;  by  post,  8/-. 


A  COMPLETE  GUIDE  TO  THE  PRELIMINARY  EX- 
AMINATION OF  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  William  Dodds.    Includes  Questions  set  at  the 
Examinations,  and  Answers. , 

(Second  Edition.) 
Price  2/6  ;  by  post,  2/9. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISON  LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

Contains  220  Pages.  Price  2/6  ;  by  post,  2/9. 

VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE. 

Third  Edition,  revised,  and  containing  many  new  recipes. 
Illustrated.  Price  3/6 ;  by  post,  3/10. 


THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING 
Contains  490  Pages.  Price  5/6;  by  post,  5/10, 


THE  HANDY  BOOK  OF  MEDICINE  STAMP  DOTY. 

By  E.  N.  Alpb,  of  the  Solicitor's  Department,  Inland 
Ke venue  Office,  Somerset  House. 

Tlie  most  recent  modifications  in  the  law  and  practice  relating 
to  Medicine  Stamp  Duty  are  incorporated  in  a  Supplement 
nliich  has  been  added  to  this  wcrk. 

Contains  142  Pages.   Price  2/6 ;  by  post,  2, 9. 


MANUAL  OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING. 

(Second  Edition.) 
Brought  into  line  with  the  British  Pharmacopceia,  1893. 
Price  2/6  ;  by  post,  2/9. 


Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST,"  42  Cannon  St.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

May  Tbe  obtained   t li  r> o  u ^ 1 1   most   Wholesale  Houses. 
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WINTER  REQUISITES. 

*VVVVVA»VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV\^WWV\AA^VV%AAAA^ 

We  beg  to  remind  you  of  the  following  goods  necessary 

for  the  coming  season  : 

BOTTLES,  HOT  WATER.    Made  of  Best  quality  Rubber. 
CAMPHOR   ICE.    Pure  ingredients. 
CHEST   PROTECTORS.    Pure  Lambswool. 
CUBEB   CIGARETTES.     Safe  and  Effective. 

EXTRACT  OF  MALT.  Genuine. 

EXTRACT  OF  MALT  &  COD  LIVER  OIL.  Genuine 

FLOOR   POLISH.     Cheap  and  Reliable. 
INHALERS.  Various. 

PLASTERS.     All  kinds   of  guaranteed  quality. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  a  large  series  of  Specialities 
suitable  for  the  Winter  trade,  on  which  we  print  customer's  name 
and  address.   Particulars  will  be  found  in  our  list  of  Counter  Adjuncts. 

Christmas  Novelties. 

We  have  a  choice  selection  of  Fancy  Cases  of  Perfumery, 
all  at  popular  prices,  a  detailed  list  being  in  the  press,  and 

will  be  issued  shortly. 


EVANS,  SONS  &  CO.,  LIVERPOOL. 

EVANS,  LESCHER  &  WEBB,  EVANS  AND  SONS,  LIMITED, 

LONDON.  MONTREAL. 

Printed  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co,  New-street  Square;  and  Published  at  the  Office,  42  Ovincm  Street,  in  the  City  <  t  London  November  3  180* 


